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HE INSURANCE SALESMAN who reminds the prospect of the 


protecting and dependable features in the INDEMNITY COM- 
PANY ’S contract broadens his field and increases his profits. It is a 


contract that every business-man-owner of an automobile readily sees 
as a necessity. 


The company’s immediate and equitable service in the adjustment of all 
just claims is, in itself, a strong business builder. 
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Don’t Rock the Boat! 


re unfortunate difference of opinion 

has arisen among certain fire under- 
writers. Impulsiveandregrettable things 
are being said and donein seeming forget- 
fulness that Fire Insurance is based upon 
Public Confidence. 


There is no surer way to imperil this 
immeasurable asset, built up through 
sanity, fairness and sound practices, than 
to show the public the spectacle of an 
acrimonious wrangle. Prejudices are not 
safe guides. What has taken years to con- 
struct can be wrecked in a few minutes. 


This is a time for real statesmanship, 
not for outbursts of passion. Statesman- 
ship means devotion to the interests of the 
whole business—East, West, North, South, 
companies, agents and the general public. 


The agent’s interests, in particular, are 
vitally at stake. Furthermore, he is in 
position to act as a stabilizing influence 
with his companies. His best friend is the 
one who will tell him the truth without 
seeking to gain personal advantage at his 
expense. 


No man can think clearly when he is 
angry. Keep cool, everybody. We are 
carrying a valuable cargo. 


Don't rock the boat. 





E. W. WEST, 
President 
INSURANCE” COMPANY 


GLENS FALLS, N. Y. 
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| Announcement 
Splendid results have come to us U PON the warranty set forth in this page. we for local agents to recommend the installation of auto- 


are asking the cooperation of local agents in meet matic sprinklers on the deferred payment plan without 


‘“ ” ° ing the competition of all propositions for automatx fear of the loss of their business 
from the Announcement inset sprinkler financing on deferred payments which contem Local agents of the United States lose hundreds of 
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clients to protect their properties with 
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surance, making our profit out of the contract ] 
with the assured who pays us out of the sav- 
ings in premiums over a term of years. 


As live local agents who read The National 


One reason for this backwardness, heretofore, Underwriter cannot fail to be interested in this 


has been a fear that sprinkler financing on the proposal, they should write us at once for fur- 


deferred payment plan meant also the control ther details so as to know definitely what we 
of the insurance. have to offer. 


LET US REPEAT WHAT THE ‘‘ANNOUNCEMENT”’ ITSELF SAYS: | 





| In emergency cases we authorize you to tele- 
Phone us with the charges for tolls reversed 
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ADVERTISEMENT No. 4 


SIT TIGHT—MR. AGENT 


The members of the Western Insurance Bureau 
do not desire that any of their agents shall be dis- 
turbed, or the business of any agent disorganized. 
THEY ARE OPPOSED TO ANY POLICY OF 
DICTATION TO AN AGENT AND DO NOT 
C UNTENANCE OR PRACTICE IT. 


They believe in the adage of “live and let live”, 
and that the conduct of an agency without dictation 
is one of the inherent rights of the agent, and that 
any effort attempting domination or interference in 
the operation of his own business or as to the com- 
panies he shall or shall not represent is repugnant to 
his sense of independence. 


The members of the Western Insurance Bureau 
are prepared to support any agent who asserts his 
ability to run his own business in his own way, and 
will furnish him with complete facilities and capacity 
in any amount he may require, so that he is not de- 
pendent upon any company or class of companies, 
nor obliged to accept dictation from any source. So 
we repeat 


SIT TIGHT—MR. AGENT 


The 
Western Insurance Bureau 


Insurance Exchange Building 
Chicago 


This space has been contracted and paid for by the Western Insurance Bureau 
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RESULTS OF FIELD 
MEN’S ACTIVITIES 





Practically No Agencies With 
Equal Division of Companies 
Have Taken Action 





DEVELOPMENTS OF WEEK 





Agents Reluctant to Make Decisions in 
Union and Bureau Controversy 
—Expect Peace. 





Field men of both Western Union 
and Western Insurance Bureau com- 
panies have, during the past ten days, 
visited a large number of mixed agen- 


cies, and agents have, consequently, 
been listening to both sides of the 
Union and Bureau controversy. Al- 


ready a number of agents in Western 
Union territory have made their de- 
cision and either Unionized or Bureau- 
ized. But in spite of the fact that the 
field forces of the companies of both 
organizations have been most active, it 
remains a fact that only those mixed 
agencies which were almost entirely 
Union or Bureau have decided to iden- 
tify themselves entirely with the com- 
panies of one organization or the other. 
Thus it has happened that an agency 
representing say ten Union companies 
and three Bureau companies has de- 
cided to both “go Union” simply be- 
cause of the preponderance of Union 
companies represented. Where the divi- 
sion of companies has been more nearly 
even, action has been deferred by the 
agent. This is true in every state in 
Western Union territory. 
Agents Want to Delay 


Field men of both the Union and Bu- 
reau. companies are finding that agents 
are reluctant to take a stand on the 
agency separation question. They 
seemingly want to defer action as long 
as possible. They express themselves 
as being out of sympathy with the en- 
tire controversy, taking the 
that it is not of their own making, and 
that they are being made the “goat” in 
a fight between two company organiza- 
tions, 

Hoping for Peace 


Agents make the argument that they 
have for years represented companies 
without any particular thought as to 
whether they belonged to the Western 


Union or Western Insurance Bureau. 
They have dealt with companies on 
their merits, have formed friendships 


with field men and managers, and now 
find themselves called upon to decide 
whether they are to retain in their of- 
fices only Union or Bureau companies. 


Apparently agents feel that the present | 


differences of opinion between the 
Union and the Bureau are to be patched 
up within a short time, and that, con- 
sequently, they may not be forced to 
decide just what class of companies 
they are going to represent. At any 
rate there is apparent on the part of 
mixed agencies a desire to spar for 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 38) 
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CONFERENCE IS ARRANGED BY AGENTS FOR 


EW YORK, Oct. 31.—Appreciat- | 

ing the vital interest that local 

agents have in the present conflict 
between the Western Union and the 
Western Insurance Bureau, members of 
the executive committee of the National 
Association of Insurance Agents at their 
gathering here this week, devoted prac- 
tically the entire time to considering the 
situation in the west in its every aspect. 
As the final result of their deliberations 
the following telegram was sent con- 
currently to John C, Harding, president 
of the Union, ané to Charles H. Yun- 
ker, president of the Western Insurance 
Bureau, by Frank R. Bell, president of 
the agents’ organization. 

“The National Association of Insur- 
ance Agents is deeply concerned over 
conditions following the termination of 
treaty relations between the Union and 


the Western Insurance Bureau. We 
have also an earnest desire that the 
course of insurance in the middle west 


shall be such as to inspire the utmost 
public confidence and prcmote the great- 
est security. Moreover, we fear that the 
separation movement will soon reach all 
mixed agencies in the territory, with a 
consequent disruption of amicable rela- 
tions there existing between the agents 
and the companies. 


Fire Insurance Held 

to Be Trilateral Business 

“The executive officers of the National 
Association are not alone in their fear. 
Individual agents and lecal boards, who 
form the point of contact between the 
public and the companies, have voiced 
their regret at what appears to be a 


| condition making it no longer possible 


| 


position | 


| 





for companies affliated with different 
organizations to cooperate jointly with 
the agents. 

“Ours is a trilateral business in which 
the interests of the three parties—the 
companies, the agents and the public— 
can easily be reconciled and made a 
common purpose. Surely there is a 
common ground upon which fire insur- 
ance companies can stand. There must 
be common principles and common 
practices to which all can adhere. A 
divided house within the ranks of com- 
pany officials can only bring about 
agency unrest and disorganization, pos- 
sibly jeopardizing the very principles 
that have vitalized agency organizations. 


Local Agents Bear the 

Greatest Burden of Unrest 

“Local agents bear the greatest bur- 
den of the unrest. Upon them falls the 
responsibility of justification. They and 
their executive officers in the National 
Association, with an abiding faith in the 
intentions and purposes of the great 
body of underwriters in both company 
organizations, believe that a solution of 


| this problem can be found. 


“Therefore, the executive 
of the National Association 
ance Agents. respectfully 
urgently requests a committee of five 
from the Union to confer with a like 
committee from the Bureau and a com- 
mittee from our association, at the Ho- 
tel LaSalle, Chicago, on Thursday, Nov. 
8, 1923. We anxiously await your reply.” 

President John C. Harding of the 
Western Union replied for that organi- 
zation as follows: 

“I acknowledge receipt of your tele- 


committee 
of Insur- 
invites and 














WESTERN UNION AND WESTERN BUREAU 


gram urging a conference between a 
committee of five members of the 
Union, five members of the Western 
Insurance Bureau and five members of 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents to consider the situation arising 
from the abrogation of the Union and 
Bureau conference agreement. The 
Union has at all times strongly favored 
a united force of companies and agents. 
The Union stands for equal rights to all 
members and equal vote regardless of 
company size. It stands for a uniform 
commission to agents which shall be fair 
to the public, the agent and the com- 


pany. The Union membership is op- 
posed to the present tendency of in- 
creasing expense and believes that the 


companies and agents should agree upon 
a reasonable and uniform scale 


of com- 
mission, the agents and the companies 
to be equally responsible for its en- 


forcement, On this plan we stand and 
welcome conference of all companies 
and agents regardless of affiliations. On 
behalf of the Union I accept your invi- 
tation though no such conference will 
operate to modify or suspend the com- 
plete enforcement of the Union rules 
and requirements.” 


President Yunker Replies 
for the Western Bureau 


President C. H. Yunker of the 
reau sent this reply: 

“The policy of the Western Insurance 
Bureau has always been and now is to 
meet with any representative committee 


Bu- 


having the best interests of the fire in- 
surance business at heart. Following 
our well established policy, if the meet- 


ing is arranged for as indicated in your 
telegram, the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau will be represented as requested.” 


Both Organization Heads 
Were at Denver Meeting 


DENVER, COLO., Oct. 31.—Both 
the Union and the Bureau will accept 
the invitation of the National Associa- 


tion of Insurance Agents for a confer- 
ence at Chicago, Nov. 8, to consider the 
situation in the middle west territory 
affected by the separation edict. Both 
President Harding of the Union and 
President Yunker of the Bureau being 
in Denver for the supervisory commit- 
tee meeting, the replies to the invitation 
went out from here. Neither official 
would express any personal opinion or? 
the matter, leaving the telegrams of ac- 
ceptance to speak for themselves 
President Harding announced that he 
had already made selection of the 
Union’s committee of five to meet with 
like committees from the Bureau and 
agents’ association. These being named: 
John M. Thomas, Aetna; C. F. Shall- 
cross, North B. & M.; C. R. Tuttle, 
North America; Fred A. Rye, Commer- 
cial Union; A. G. Dugan, Hartford. 


Secretary Bennett Sends 
Letter to the Agents 


NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—Walter H. 
Bennett, secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Insurance Agents, has sent 
an exple anatory letter to all members of 
the organization. His letter reads: 

“Last week you were advised from 
this office as to the opinion of the ex- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 12) 





COMPANY OFFICIAL 
VOICES DISAPPROVAL 


Is Much Opposed to the Advisory 
Board Plan Now in Vogue 
in Pennsylvania 


CLAIMS IT IS DANGEROUS 





Predicts That the Practice Will Be Con- 
tested in Courts Unless It 
Is Withdrawn 


NEW YORK, Oct. 


pany officials in the 


31.—Some com- 
east are not in sym- 
pathy with the resolution as passed by 
the National Association Life Un- 
derwriters and Pennsylvania Association 
of Insurance Agents endorsing the ad- 
visory board plan now being employed 
in Pennsylvania. 


of 


Under the advisory 
board plan the insurance commissioner 
appoints agents in various counties who 
shall constitute Their 
function is to examine the applications 
for agency licenses and make recom- 
mendations as to whether licenses 
should be issued or not. Some of these 
boards make a rather exhaustive inves- 
tigation of the qualifications of an ap- 
plicant and conduct an examination. 


Life President Objects 


advisory boards. 


President Coyle of the Pennsylvania 
Mutual Life has expressed his disap- 
proval of the plan, giving it as his opin- 
ion that it is detrimental to the inter- 
ests of companies. He called attention 
to the delay in obtaining licenses be- 
cause of the round about methods em- 
ployed before they are issued. When 
application is made for license, the in- 
surance department sends the request 
to some advisory board, Naturally it 
takes some little time to get action and 
make = an investigation. President 
Coyle criticizes some of the questions 
propounded to applicants by advisory 
boards. He said that much time is 
wasted and much energy exhausted by 
this method. He declared that if any 
examination is made it should be by the 
insurance commissioner or his direct 
representatives and not by those ac- 
tively in the business. 

Fundamental Objections Found 


One company president, in giving his 
views in this city, said there are funda- 
mental objections to the plan besides 
the practical one which President Coyle 
praises. In the first place he expressed 
the belief that the state cannot legally 
delegate any of its licensing powers to 
representatives of insurance companies. 
He does not believe that a company can 
be expected to seek the approval of rep- 
resentatives of other companies before 
it selects or appoints its agents. This 
executive said that in his opinion if this 
course is pursued some action will be 
begun in the court to test the power of 
the insurance department to delegate 


this inquisitional authority to insurance 
said 
officials of 
and they 


representatives. This president 
that he had conferred with 
some of the other companies 
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shared with him in the belief that the 
procedure is a dangerous one in that it 
forces companies to deal not directly 
with the insurance department in ob- 
taining licenses but with people actively 
engaged in the insurance business. 

The insurance agents of Pennsylvania 
are undoubtedly very much in favor of 
this plan. They have been harassed by 
competition with unqualified and incom- 
petent agents. Many companies have 
run wild in the appointment of one case 
agents, side liners and so on. In fact, 
hundreds of people have been licensed 
who are not legitimately in the insur- 
ance business. The Pennsylvania dele- 
gates to the convention of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters in 
Chicago used their influence to get the 
national organization to endorse the 
plan. 

The president of the company men- 
tioned said that the delegates from other 
states voted without any widespread 
discussion or knowledge of the practica- 
bility of the plan or its usefulness to the 
business as a whole. 


Pennsylvania Organizations Attitude 


The Pennsylvania Insurance Federa- 
tion has been very strong for this meas- 
ure. It was brought about through the 
cooperation of former Insurance Com- 
missioner Thomas B. Donaldson, who 
was an active advocate of agency quali- 
fications machinery that would really 
do the work. The Pennsylvania Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents at its re- 
cent annual convention heartily endorsed 
the plan. 

However this may be, some companies 
are objecting to have applications passed 
on by competitors. They call atten- 
tion to the fact that there are excellent 
agency license laws in some of the 
states. A uniform license bill was ap- 
proved by the Insurance Commissioners 
Convention at its meeting in 1914. It 
established the principle that an appli- 
cant in order to receive a license must 
shotr that he intends to act in good 
faith as an insurance agent. Such a law 
with a questionnaire issued by some of 
the state departments which have 
adopted it is ample protection against 
undesirable agents, in the opinion of 
some company officials. The preside nt 
quoted said that these measures if prop- 
erly enforced by the insurance commis- 
sioner and supported by the insurance 
fraternity will do the work. 

Declares It Is a Company Matter 


The licensing of agents, this execu- 
tive declares, is not a matter of ethics 
or debatable field practice. It is a sub- 
ject in which companies are primarily 
interested. It is an executive function. 
They make the requisition for licenses. 
It is a function that should be dealt 
with by the companies and insurance 
departments. This executive said that 
the advisory board plan will establish 
in the insurance business a sort of closed 
shop plan. It will encourage state in- 
terference and will cause the state to 
go to further lengths in regulation. The 
companies, he said, must check this 
Pennsylvania plan. 





Plan Big Rally at Joplin 


The Missouri Association of Insur- 
ance Agents is making extensive plans 
for the big organization gathering to 
be held in Joplin, Mo., Nov. 16, when 
a local board will be launched, with 
State President Fred H. Phillips in 
charge of the ceremonies. 

Mr. Phillips has made two trips to 
Joplin to prepare the ground work for 
the local body, and at the last gather- 
ing, held Oct. 22, was given much en- 
couragement for the success of the new 
organization, Invitations are being sent 
to all Missouri field men to arrange 
their affairs so as to be in Joplin on 
Nov. 16. 

Mr. Phillips plans to organize every 
important town in the state that has 
not a local association. He believes 
that this will lead to a stronger state 
body and enable the agents to protect 
their own interests and better serve the 
public and the companies they rep- 
resent. 





HAIL FUND CAN’T PAY 


NORTH DAKOTA $900,000 SHORT 


Maximum Tax Lexy Will Meet Only 
81 Percent of Claims—Seek Spe- 
cial Legislative Session. 


BISMARCK, N. D., Oct, 31-—The sale 
of $1,700,000, “more or less” of notes to 
make possible the payment of hail insur- 
ance department losses for the year 1923 
was announced today by the state indus- 
trial commission, 

At the same time Governor Nestos an- 
nounced that he would not call a special 
session of the legislation to revamp laws 
because the State hail department, under 
the existing law “ean levy a sum suffi- 
cient to obtain only 81 percent of the 
amount necessary to pay this year’s hail 
losses.” 


BISMARCK, N. D., Oct. 30.—The 
North Dakota state hail insurance fund 
is face to face with an 18 percent de- 
ficit of being able to pay 1923 claims 
now on file, totaling $4,668,381.72 
Martin Hagen, manager of the fund, 
and S. A. Olsness, insurance commis- 
sion, have both issued public statements 
laying the cards on the table and ad- 
mitting that even with levying the max- 
imum tax allowed by law of 50 cents 
per acre on $7 insurance coverage, and 
21 cents per acre on $3 additional in- 
surance taken in many cases, the maxi- 
mum sum that can thus be raised will 
be but $3,945,963.97—or $722,417.75 
short of the total losses. Mr. Hagen 
says that in addition there is $176,000 in 
additional expense which will have to 
be figured in, so the total shortage of 
meeting the required needs will be 
$898,417.75. 

May Ask Special Session 


oth Mr. Hagen and Commissioner 
Olsness in their statements intimated it 
may be necessary to ask the governor 
to call special session of the legisla- 
ture to meet the crisis with special leg- 
islation to provide the necessary addi- 
tional money. Even this, however, 
would be bound to leave much soreness 
among the farmers through being as- 
sessed the maximum tax. 

Mr. Hagen’s statement says in part: 

“Only 81 percent of the losses can 
be paid unless it is found that part of 
the accumulated surplus from sources 
other than the flat tax which accrued 
prior to July 1, 1923, might properly be 
used to pay part of the losses this year. 
It is more than likely that such inter- 
pretation might be put upon the pro- 
visions of the law pertaining to the sur- 
plus fund, and if so, no prorating of 
losses will be necessary. 

Would Use Surplus 


“Tf, however, this may not be done, 
the only other possible remedy as the 
department sees it will be for the gov- 
ernor to call a special session of the 
legislature for the purpose of amending 
the hail law to the effect that $900,- 
000 of the $2,909,000 in the surplus fund 
may be either used outright or be bor- 
rewed from the fund to be repaid, if 
possible, in the future. Since the hail 
insurance surplus contains over $1,000,- 
000 accrued from other sources than the 
flat tax, it would seem advisable to use 
such money to pay the farmers their 
losses in full instead of prorating the 
indemnity, especially this year, when 
prices on farm products in general are 
so low as to make very small, if any, 
profit for the farmers. 

“The commissioner of insurance and 
the industrial commission are negotiat- 
ing with financial concerns relative to 
the sale of hail department securities.” 





E. D. Beach Has Resigned 


E. D. Beach, for some time manager 
of the farm and hail department of the 
Omaha Liberty Fire, has severed his 
connection with the company as of 
Nov, 1. Mr. Beach has not as yet made 
any definite plans as to a future connec- 
tion. 











|No “SMASH” AT DENVER 
BUREAU’S LETTER WITHDRAWN 
Joint Supervisory Agreement Will Con- 


tinue as Heretofore in the Rocky 
Mountain Territory 





DENVER, COLO. Oct. 31.—The 
break between Union and Bureau com- 
panies will be kept out of Colorado, 
Wyoming and New Mexico. This was 
decided this morning at a meeting of su- 
pervisory committee. The affairs of this 
field remain as they were, undisturbed by 
what is taking place elsewhere between 
these two groups of companies. This 
happy outcome was predicted last night 
after a day’s session yesterday of same 
committee in considering the affairs of 
Mountain States Inspection Bureau 
which handles rates in the three states 
ramed. Not a hint was injected into 
that harmonious meeting that anything 
amiss existed, 

Pacific Coast Men as Mediators 


At the start of the meeting this morn- 
ing to consider the affairs of the Rocky 
Mountain Fire Underwriters Associa- 
tion, the Pacific Coast element, in the 
role of disinterested parties, took the 
initiative. Chairman White of that del- 
egation spoke feelingly of the wonderful 
record of this territory, stating that it 

was not a field any particular organiza- 
tion claimed as its own, but it was neu- 
tral, wholly detached from mandatory 
action by either Union or Bureau and 
that the ideal conditions existing should 
not be imperiled because of a breach 
elsewhere. He characterized the ac- 
tion of the Bureau in filing notice of 
abrogation of the conference agreement 
in this field as unwarranted and demand- 
ed that the Bureau withdraw its action. 
Chairman Lerch for the Union said that 
the letter of the Bureau on withdrawal 
was Officially before the committee for 
action and unless withdrawn would be 
considered. 

Letter of Abrogation Withdrawn 


The Bureau members then retired and 
returned with an announcement that the 

sureau letter abrogating the conference 
agreement for Colorado, Wyoming and 
New Mexico, would be withdrawn. The 
record was thus completed and the 
committee proceeded to business as in 
olden davs without a ripple on the sur- 
face to disturb anybody. General jolli- 
fication followed later among managers 
and field men who unrestrainedly voiced 
their satisfaction over the happy out- 
come, 

These are here for the Union: Messrs. 


Lerch, Higley and Flickinger. Alter- 
nates, Harding, Bell and Lamey. 
For the Bureau: Bliven, Auerbach, 


Yunker. 


For the Pacific Coast: W hite, Bailey, 
Smith. 








DUFFEY RETIRES FROM AGENCY 


Thomas A. Duffey, who recently re- 
signed as vice- president and secretary of 
the American Equitable and the Knick- 
erbocker, has also retired from the pres- 
idency of the Central Fire Agency, the 
New York City representative of both 
institutions. The agency business of the 
companies which Mr. Duffey formerly 
supervised, is now looked after by R. A. 
Corroon, president of both the American 
Equitable and the Knickerbocker. What 
Mr. Duffev’s future plans are he declines 
to state. Following a trip to Europe it 
is understood he spent some time in 
Canada though for what purpose has 
not been made public. 


CHICAGO BOARD MEETING 


An executive committee meeting of 
the Chicago Board will be held Friday, 
at which the proposed eligibility rules 
will be discussed. It is the desire of 
Manager Earnest Palmer to call a spe- 
cial meeting of the board about Nov. 
20, at which time it is honed that the 
new rules will be approved by the mem- 
bership. 





PLEDGE WAS VIOLATED 
SO CHARGES WESTERN UNION 


Declares That Many Cases Are Coming 
to Light Where Bureau Commis- 
sions Were Paid 


Western Union companies say that 
they are finding numerous instances 
where Western Insurance Bureau com- 
panies have been paying Bureau com- 
missions in mixed agencies regardless 
of the joint agreement. It is stated that 
two or three Bureau offices have made 
a systematic effort to get their agents 
in such offices to charge at the extra 
amount. When the conference agree- 
ment was effected, the purpose appar- 
ently was to decrease as fast as possi- 
ble the number of mixed agencies. The 
thought was that it would be _ better 
for both sides of the fence to have 
their own agencies. The friction would 
all be coming from the mixed agencies. 
Within recent years the number of mixed 
agencies has greatly increased. 

It is charged by the Union people 
that the Bureau has through various 
means brought about the mixing of 
agencies so that its companies could 
eget a look in on important Union strong- 
holds. Some companies have been sur- 
prised at the number of mixed agencies 
that they have. 


Want the Same Commissions 


Some agents are endeavoring to ward 
off separation by offering to sign an 
agreement that they will not accept any 
higher commissions from non-union com- 
panies than they do from Union. In 
a large number of cases, agents having 
a mixed office are not even now taking 
credit for the extra commission allowed 
by Bureau companies. They are taking 
time to think the matter over. The 
commission adjustment issue will be an 
individual one. No blanket rule can be 
established to fit all cases. 

Commissioner Van Camp of South 
Dakota in addition to issuing a warning 
against separation, at the same time 
states that he will not stand for any 
increase in acquisition cost. This, of 
course, hits the Western Insurance Bu- 
reau. 

It is charged that some of the Bu- 
reau field men are now making a raid 
on Union agencies and endeavoring to 
get a foothold in these offices. How- 
ever, no progress is being made in this 
direction. 


Causing Some Confusion 

The break in the Western Union and 
Western Insurance Bureau is causing 
some confusion where it is desired to 
sell an agency. This is particularly true 
in case of a mixed office. For instance, 
an agent may represent a number of 
Bureau companies and one or two 
Union companies. The agent arranges 
for a sale. The Union companies ob- 
ject to the transfer along with the Bu- 
reau companies. If the prospective pur- 
chaser is not an insurance man, he does 
not know what to do. There are cases 
of this kind arising already. The agents 
claim that they are unable to realize on 
the value of their agency, because of 
the break between the two organiza- 
tions. An agent, for instance, claims 
that he has built up his agency under 
the joint conference agreement, it has 
attained a certain value, and that value 
is impaired because of this disruption. 


Warner Visits Chicago 

Assistant Secretary H. Warner, of the 
Liverpool & London & Globe’s office in 
Liverpool. is visiting the western depart- 
ment in Chicago. Mr. Warner is vitally 
interested in the business on this side of 
the water. He is a man who studies 
insurance ~-ofoundly. 





Joining the Western Union 


Companies are voting on the appli- 
cation for Western Union membership 
of Al C. Schmucke, secretary of the Iro- 
Peoria, Til. 
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SOME OFFICIALS WANT 
ONE ORGANIZATION 





Say That Tendency of the Times 
Is Toward Centralization 
of Control 


NO FORCE BEING USED 


Western Union Officials Will Leave 
Choice of Company Affiliation Up 
to Agents Themselves 


NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—As might be 
inferred a diversity of opinion exists 
among fire company officials of this city 
regarding the advisability of the sug- 
gested dissolution of the Western Union 
and Western Insurance Bureau, and the 
formation of an entirely new organiza- 
tion for the west on a basis that would 
prove acceptable to present members of 
the two existing bodies. Those inclined 
to favor the idea, and it has been given 
serious attention both here and in Chi- 
cago, Maintain that no just reason exists 
for conducting two separate and dis- 
tinct governing bodies for a given terri- 
tory, and that all reputable companies 
have interests in common sufficient to 
warrant their enrolling under a single 
banner and pursuing a course that 
would make for uniformity, reduced ex- 
pense of operation and general improve- 
ment in the business. 

The distinct trend in all lines of en- 
deavor, they assert, is toward centraliza- 
tion and that in a business in which co- 
operation in rate making is compulsory, 
agency representation frequently associ- 
ated, and risk coverage often common, 
the advantage of a single governing 
body is obvious. If a new organization 
were formed it would have to bear a 
title wholly dissimilar to that pos- 
sessed by either of the present associa- 
tions, and be free from the traditions of 
both. Radical as would be the sug- 
gested move, its accomplishment is not 
looked upon as being impossible and it 
may be made a development of the fu- 
ture. 

Desire to Avoid Trouble 


Far seeing executives of both Union 
and Bureau companies desire to avoid 
trouble in the field, and are exercising 
every possible precaution to safeguard 
@gainst such contingency. The task of 
putting up the commission adjustment 
question to local agents is being en- 
trusted only to special agents of tried 
capacity, who are not likely to lose their 
heads, and as one manager expressed it, 
“throw a lighted cigar into a powder 
magazine.” The Union company off- 
cials have warned their field men against 
using the “big stick;” telling them in- 
stead to lay the situation calmly before 
the mixed local agents, using such legit- 
imate arguments as they possess in favor 
ot their particular interest, but leaving 
final decision wholly to the local man. 
Should the latter elect to retain his 
3ureau. companies, the Union special 
will then endeavor to make a trade to 
another agent in the town who may be 
partial to the Union institutions, and 
thus bring about a settlement that will 
be satisfactory all round. 

In so far as expirations are concerned 
the present intent of the Union men is 
tc regard these as belonging to the 
agent. The latter may rest assured, 
whatever his decision as to company 
classification may be, that if he treats 
the retiring company honestly, renewing 
its business or taking new risks for it 
up to the time he decides to sever the 
relation, he will be accorded every cour- 
tesy by the company’s management. 
Any attempt at sharp practice, however, 
will be promptly resented. 








TWO COMPANIES MERGE 
CRUM & FORSTER TO MANAGE 


United States Lloyds and the Mer- 
chants & Shippers Both of New 
York to Combine 


NEW YORK, N. Y. Oct. 30.—Ar- 
rangements for the merger of the 
United States Lloyds and the Merchants 
& Shippers, both of New York City, were 
completed several days ago. All that is 
now required to make the deal fully ef- 
fective is its formal ratification by the 
directors of the two corporations. Such 
approval it is confidently anticipated 
will be given on Thursday of the 
present week when special meetings of 
the two directorates will be held. 


Finances of Combined Office 


The enlarged company will be known 
as the United States Merchants & Ship- 
pers. Its capital will be $10,000,000 with 
a net surplus, according to the rigorous 
standard of the state insurance depart- 
ment, of a like amount. The stock- 
holders surplus, including a number of 
items not admitted by the department, 
will be in excess of $1,250,000. The 
The management of the fire branch of 
the corporation will be in the hands of 
Crum & Forster, while its marine de- 
partment will be controlled by Appleton 
& Cox. 

Career of United States Lloyds 


Formed in 1872 the United States 
Lloyds capital was increased to $800,000 
in June 1921, when Crum & Forster be- 
came actively interested in its affairs. 
About a year ago the entire business of 
the Washington Marine was merged 
with the United States, increasing the 
net surplus of the latter company to 
$750,000. 

Merchants and Shippers Statement 


The Merchants & Shippers was or- 
ganized in 1919 to transact a marine 
business only. At the close of last year 
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is reported admitted assets of $641,000, 
capital $200,000 and a net surplus of 
271,000. Its underwriting management 
has been in the hands of Samuel L. Mar- 
tin, vice president and secretary, Mr. 
Martin will become a vice president of 
the United States Merchants & Shippers. 


Crum & Forster Active 


The Crum & Forster general agency 
is one of the progressive and success- 
ful in the country, and is constantly 
broadening its activities. It has the 
United States management for the Brit- 
ish America and the Western, both of 
Toronto; the United States Fire, North 
River, Richmond, Union of Buffalo, 
New York State Fire, United States 
Lloyds and recently took tng the Alle- 
mannia of Pittsburgh. John A. Forster 
is president of the North River, while a, 
Lester Parsons is its vice president. Mr. 
Parsons is president of the United States 
Fire as well, and together with Mr. For- 
ster is director in a score of insurance 
companies and allied institutions. The 
Crum & Forster companies maintain de- 
partment offices at Freeport, Ill. San 
Francisco, and Atlanta. Fred W. Gund 
is manager of the first named, Har- 
old Junker the Pacific Coast and Hines 
Brothers for the South. 





Plans of Central Federal 


The Central Federal Fire of Daven- 
port, Ia. the fire insurance running 
mate of the Federal Surety of that city, 
is now getting ready to start in active 
operations, Jan. 1. It will write fire and 
theft automobile in connection with the 
Federal Surety policy and will do a gen- 
eral fire business. It will develop Iowa 
first and gradually enter the other states. 
W. L. Pettibone, the fire underwriter, 
who was formerly connected with the 
home office of the Great American, has 
been getting the forms and supplies 
ready for the agents. ‘It has not decided 
whether it will join the Western Union 
or the Western Insurance Bureau. 


H. J. Thomsen, manager central de- 
partment of Crum & Foster, with New 
York headquarters, is renewing acquaint- 





ance with Texas friends he formerly 
visited as special agent for the North 
British fleet. Gilbert Hughes accom- 


panied Mr. Thomsen on his trip. 








CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 








The National Association of Insurance 
Agents requests Western Union and 
Western Insurance Bureau to send five 
delegates each to meet at a conference to 
discuss the situation in the Western 


Union Field. The invitation was ac- 
cepted. 
*x * * 
Wilfred Kurth, vice-president of the 


Home of New York, is named chairman 
of the new national uniform schedule 
and ~~ committee by President Smith 
of the National Board. 

*x* * * 

Massachusetts local agents hold annual 
meeting at Boston. Edwin J. Cole of 
Fall River is reelected president. New 
Hampshire agents also reelect old of- 
ficers. 

*x* * * 

Commissioner Van Camp of South Da- 
kota issues a letter to companies stating 
that his department will look with dis- 
favor on the action of any company 
separating agencies in that state with 
prejudice to any local agent or any ac- 
tion resulting in higher insurance cost 
to the buyer. 

x * * 

Frederick B. Kellam, manager of the 
Royal at New York, has been chosen 
president of the National Automobile 
Underwriters’ Conference. 

* * * 

The Sun has been licensed to transact 
marine insurance, having named W. H. 
McGee & Co. as marine general agents. 

e eS 
Kansas insurance department will re- 


fund $60,000 to fire companies under 
court decision knocking out municipal 
tax. 

x kx * 
W. H. Koop of the Great American 
was elected president of the Eastern 


Automobile Underwriters’ 
last week. 


Conference 


x * * 

Arrangements are made for the merger 
of the United States Lloyds and the Mer- 
chants & Shippers of New York City. 

2 = 

Conklin - Zonne - Harrison 
merges with Marsh & 
Minneapolis. 


Agency 
McLennan at 





The Building Association 
Illinois adopts the uniform 
clause of the National Board. 


* * * 


Important statistics on health and ac- 
cident business given out by Statistical 
Bureau of Health & Accident Underwrit- 
ers’ Conference. 

*x* * * 


Program for the annual meeting of the 
Southern Industrial Insurers Conference, 
to be held at Pinehurst, N. C., Nov. 7-9, 
is announced. 


League of 
mortgage 


*x* * * 

Ohio Casualty increases capital to 
$250,000 to enable the writing of addi- 
tional lines and entering outside states. 

SS e's 


: Federal Surety of Davenport, Ia., held 
its annual agency meeting last week. 
x *x * 

The London Guarantee & Accident 
takes a lease in a building at 55 Fifth 
avenue, New York City, for its United 
States headquarters. 

* * * 

Commissioner McMurray of Indiana 
plans to make use of injunction issued 
in 1912 in case of open hostilities be- 
tween Union and Bureau. 


*x* * * 


At meeting of Rocky Mountain Super- 
visory Committee at Denver, it was 
agreed to maintain existing relations, 
notwithstanding break in Union terri- 
tory. 

x * * 


North Dakota officials admit that even 
under the maximum tax levy, the state 
hail fund can pay only 81 percent of 
claims. They may ask for a special ses- 
sion of the legislature. 

x * * 


Application for license to do an 
agency business is again denied to Ohio 
corporation formed by Johnson & Hig- 
gins. 

ee 
Life, U. S. A. will open a 


National , 
accident school at Newark, 


health and 
N. J., Dec. 3 











KELLAM IS NOW HEAD 
OF THE NATIONAL BODY 


Automobile Underwriters Confer- 
ence Held Its Annual Meet- 
ing in New York City 


WANT REGISTRATION LAW 


Retiring President W. B. Burpee Has 
Brought About Many Desirable 
Changes in Field Practice 


NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 

President, Frederick B. Kellam, man- 
ager Royal, 

Vice-President, John Marshall, Jr., 
vice-president Firemans Fund. 

Treasurer, Herbert W. Ellis, assistant 
manager Phoenix of London, 

NEW YORK, Oct. 


in the 


26.—Conditions 
insurance business 
country are generally 
satisfactory at the present time, accord- 
ing to a statement made by President 
W. B. Burpee of the National Automo- 
bile Underwriters 


automobile 
throughout the 


Conference at the 
that organization 
What Mr. Burpee failed 
however, is the well recognized 
fact that the marked improvement now 
obtaining in the field over that exist- 
ing two years ago is due in no small 
measure to the energy and skill he has 
shown in directing the activities of oe 
governing body since 1921. At the lat- 
ter date the automobile business was in 
disrepute in many sections; rates were 


annual meeting of 


held 
to add, 


here. 


being cut; competition from mutuals 
and reciprocals was_ excessive; high 
commissions were being paid and 


policy forms and riders were sadly in 
need of reformation. 


Burpee Did Good Work 


In turn, each of the 
dealt with by President Burpee and 
those he called to his aid, with the re- 
sult that many of the evils, or irritations 
that might easily have developed into 
something more serious, were either 
checked or eliminated altogether, and a 
general administrative policy pursued, 
the wisdom of which is now fully appre- 
ciated. The years 1921 and 1922 were 
crucial ones in the history of automo- 
bile underwriting and the business was 
most fortunate in having at its head 
a man of Mr. Burpee’s strength and dis- 
cernment to guide its course during the 
turbulent times. 


problems was 


Will Extend Registration Law 


In addition to the address of the pres- 
ident and the report of General Mana- 


ger P. Young, reports were had 
from the advisory law committee, the 
national theft committee and the ac- 


tuarial and forms committee. The law 
committee will endeavor to secure the 
enactment of a certificate of title law 
in each of the 10 states scheduled to hold 
legislative sessions during 1924, extend- 


ing thereby the act now in force in 
Indiana, North Carolina and_ several 
other states, the operation of which 


makes difficult the transfer of a stolen 
car. 

Particularly pleasing was the informa- 
tion advanced by the theft committee 
that in 80 percent of the automobile 
theft cases prosecuted by the Federal 
Department of Justice, convictions had 
been obtained. The government officials 
have shown marked sympathy with the 
endeavor of the underwriters to put an 
end to the stealing of cars and have 
been energetic in getting evidence and 
conducting prosecutions in all cases 
coming under their jurisdiction. 


Want Agreement in Canada 


Progress is being made in the nego- 
tiations between the officials of the 
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Canadian and the home government 
looking to the detection of crooks steal- 
ing cars from either country and racing 
them across the border into the other. 
Hope was expressed that a complete 
working agreement to check the prac- 
tice would soon be effected. A consid- 
erable number of cars stolen on this 
side of the line and used in bootlegging 
operations have been captured in Can- 
ada, the prevailing custom in all such 
cases being the confiscation of the ma- 
chines by the Canadian authorities in 
default of the payment of penalties. 
Similarly, machines stolen in Canada are 
confiscated by representatives of the 
American government when brought 
into the States. It is now proposed to 
return all stolen cars to their rightful 
owners, whenever ownership can be de- 
termined. Neither government is de- 
sirous of profiting through an illegal 
act. 
Work on New Manual 

The actuarial committee is hard at work 
on a new and simplified rating manual. 
This, it is anticipated, will be ready for 
general distribution early in the new 
year. The matter of policy revision is 
in the hands of a special committee, 
which will report later. 

There was no reference made at the 
gathering to the four wheel brake prop- 
osition. Underwriters as a rule main- 
tain that further experience should be 
had with the device before the confer- 
ence authorizes a rate credit for its 
adoption. 

Memorial for D. N. Gage 


The National Conference adopted a 
memorial on the late D. N. Gage, vice- 
president of the Aetna Life, who for 
some time prior to his death was a 
member of the governing committee of 
the national organization. The reso- 
lution was offered by a special commit- 
tee, of which F. C, White, of the Hart- 
ford, Ralph B. Ives of the Aetna and 
Douglas Cox of Appleton & Cox were 
members. 

Mr. Kellam, the new president, was 
formerly chairman of the governing 
committee. As a long time resident of 
the Pacific Coast he is peculiarly well 
informed as to underwriting conditions 
in that territory, a feature that is ap- 
preciated in view of its distance from 
New York and the difficulty usually 
encountered in having representatives 
from the field attend gatherings in this 
city. The Pacific Coast was_ repre- 
sented at the present meeting by Mr. 
Marshall, whose company is a liberal 
writer of automobile business. 





INSURANCE INSTITUTE ELECTS 


National Conference at Hartford Names 
C. A. Ludlum as President for 
Coming Year 


HARTFORD, CONN., Oct. 31—At 
the annual conference of the Insurance 
Institute of America, in session here 
this week, H. H. Neale of Cleveland has 
acted as chairman, in place of Rich- 
ard Bissell. There are more than 25 
present at this conference, representing 


New York, Boston, Cleveland, Balti- 
more, several Connecticut cities and 
other local institutes throughout the 


country. 
New Officers Elected 


session today the Institute 
elected C. A. Ludlum of the Home of 
New York, president; E. R. Hardy, as- 
sistant manager New York Fire Insur- 
ance Exchange, secretary-treasurer. The 
new executive committee members are 
D. N. Handy of Boston and Richard 
M. Bissell, president Hartford Fire, In- 
surance Commissioner Dunham was the 
featured speaker at the banquet, advis- 
ing the teaching of amenities and sub- 
jects neglected in schools. Other speak- 
ers were Edward R. Hardy and Spencer 
Welton, vice-president of the Fidelity 
& Deposit. High tribute was paid to 
D N. Gage, vice-president of the Aetna 
Life, who died recently. 


At its 





COMMITTEE IS NAMED 
WILFRED KURTH HEADS GROUP 


President Smith of National Board 
Names Strong List of 11 Members 
on National Rating Body 


The new committee on standard rat- 
ing schedules and forms, agreed upon 
in the recent conference between the 
National Board and the National Con- 
vention of Insurance Commissioners, 
has been appointed by President H. A. 
Smith of the National Board, the per- 
sonnel of the new committee being an- 
nounced at the meeting of the executive 
committee held in New York last week. 
Wilfred Kurth, vice-president of the 
Home of New York, is chairman of the 
new committee. This committee was 
created by the National Board in com- 
pliance with its agreement with the 





WILFRED KURTH 


commissioners, following the series of 
conferences which culminated in the 
agreement at Minneapolis last month. 


Strong Committee Named 


The new committee consists of 11 
members and is a strong aggregation of 
fire underwriters, representing under- 
writing in all sections of the country. 
Wilired Kurth, vice-president of the 
Home, was the chairnian of the confer- 
ence committee appointed by the Na- 
tional Board to consider the matter 
with the commissioners. He is con- 
tinued in charge of this work, and with 
him will be associated the four other 
members of his original conference com- 
mittee, George G. Bulkley, vice-presi- 
dent of the Springfield Fire & Marine, 
F. W. Koeckert, assistant United States 
manager of the Commercial Union, 
Ralph B. Ives, president of the Aetna, 
and George H. Bell, western manager 
of the National of Hartford. 


All Sections Represented 


Under the terms of the agreement 
with the insurance commissioners, the 
committee was to consist of 11 mem- 
bers, five of whom should represent 
the five territorial underwriting organ- 
izations. Thus, President Smith has 
named the following organization lead- 
ers: Edwin Parrish, president of the 
Board of Fire Underwriters of the Pa- 


cific; John C. Harding, president of the 
Western Union; Charles H. Yunker, 
president of the Western Insurance 


Bureau; Robert’ N. Hughs, president of 
the Southeastern Underwriters Associa- 
tion, and James Wyper, president of the 
Eastern Union. The eleventh member 
of the committee is Charles R. Street, 
president of the Fidelity-Phenix, who is 
a former western manager and has a 
national view point on fire underwriting. 

The creation of this committee is the 
outgrowth of a year’s conference on the 





INJUNCTION IN EFFECT 


M’MURRAY CITES 1912 ACTION 


Indiana Commissioner Will Make Use 
of It if Union and Bureau Open 
Hostilities 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 30.— 
An attempt to carry out in Indiana the 
program involved in the divorce _be- 
tween the Western Union and West- 
ern Insurance Bureau, in the opinion 
of Commissioner McMurray, will in- 
volve the companies in a violation of 
the injunction handed down by Judge 
Weir of the Marion county circuit court 
in 1912, restraining something over 100 
companies from concerted action along 
certain lines. This injunction covered 
not only rates but other concerted ac- 
tion which might be regarded as being 
in restraint of trade or against public 
policy and was based on both the anti- 
trust and common laws. Heavy pen- 
alties in addition to contempt of court 
would be incurred by a violation of this 
injunction, which Commissioner Mc- 
Murray considers as being still effective. 


Some Parts Still Effective 


The question of charging uniform 
rates by the companies which was in- 
volved in this suit and injunction has 
since been eliminated by the statute 
which provides for uniform rates under 
state supervision, but, in the opinion of 
Mr. McMurray, there are other forms 
of concerted action which could easily 
involve the companies in the terms of 
this injunction. 

“It is my intention to keep out of 
this situation which has been produced 
by the break between the Western 
Union and Bureau,” said Mr. McMur- 
ray, “but if I find that the interests of 
agents or the public are threatened or 
affected adversely by the acts of either 
of these organizations I shall take ac- 
tion along the lines laid down by the 
injunction. I will say, too, that an at- 
tempt to carry out the terms of agree- 
ment among the members of these or- 
ganizations as they have come to me 
on good authority is just about certain 
to throw the companies on the rocks 
so far as Indiana is concerned, because 
of this injunction.” 


United Front Needed 


Commenting further, Commissioner 
McMurray stated emphatically: “This 
break between Union and Bureau I re- 
gard as most ill-advised at this time. 
Now if ever the companies should main- 
tain a united front and should strive 
in every way possible to work harmoni- 
ously among themselves. Strife among 
companies can hardly fail to involve the 
already delicate question of acquisition 
costs and any attempt to throttle one 
another by the companies is pretty cer- 
tain to work to the loss of the agents 
and the public. To some of us on the 
side lines this action is simply another 
proof of a ‘don’t care’ spirit on the part 
of the companies.” 

The Weir injunction is 
pretty broad interpretation and Com- 
missioner McMurray believes it will 
be hard for the companies to avoid its 
provisions if they undertake any drastic 
action in Indiana. 


subject to 








subject between the representatives of 
the National Board and the insurance 
commissioners. The National Conven- 
tion of Insurance Commissioners orig- 
inally asked the National Board to take 
nationwide jurisdiction over rates, 
forms and commissions to develop uni- 
formity, but it was shown that the Na- 
tional Board had no jurisdiction over 
such problems and could not assume 
the task. It did, however, appoint a 
conference committee, which agreed on 
a compromise plan, under which the 
National Board would name a commit- 





tee of members representing all sec- 
tional organizations, witha view of 


working out some form of agreement by 





NO CONSTRUCTIVE PLAN 
FINE TALK BY J. W. STEVENS 


National Board Man Says Fire Marshal 
Gamber Has No Remedy for 
Over-Insurance 


Jay W. Stevens, representative of the 
National Board on the Pacific Coast, 
spoke before the Fire Chiefs’ Conven- 
tion in Richmond, Va., last week, dis- 
cussing the paper on arson which was 
read by John G. Gamber, state fire mar- 
shal of Illinois. Mr. Stevens said that 
Fire Marshal Gamber had told the con- 
vention what it already knew, that he 
did not believe Mr. Gamber exagger- 
ated the facts but he regretted the lack 
of constructive suggestions in the paper. 
Mr. Stevens said that it was true that 
too many agents were careless in writ- 
ing policies but that in every commu- 
nity there were always a few agents 
who were willing to help a fire chief in 
his fight on over-insurance or to pro- 
mote any sound movement for cutting 
down the fire loss. 


Caught Agents in a Trap 


Mr. Stevens told how he had got 
Portland, Ore., agents several years ago 
to write many thousands of dollars on 
property values of a few hundred dol- 
lars because they had denied before him 
his charge that they were over-insuring 
property. He said it was then up to him 
to prove his charge or keep still. He 
proceeded to prove the charge before 
the Oregon insurance commissioner. 
Mr. Stevens said he approved of what 
Fire Marshal Grenfell of Portland, Ore., 
had done recently, repeating his own 
action of several years ago, getting 
Portland agents to write $92,000 of in- 
surance on three fire-ruined buildings. 
It is understood that the insurance com- 
missioner of Oregon has warned these 
agents that a repetition of such careless- 
ness will lead to a revoking of license 
or at least to consideration of non-re- 
newal. Mr. Stevens said that the Port- 
land agents had become careless again 
and it was absolutely necessary to do 
something to check this carelessness. 


Should Get Insurance Cooperation 


What Mr. Stevens emphasized prin- 
cipally in his talk before the chiefs was 
that they should seek to co-operate with 
the insurance people in every way pos- 
sible and to make their efforts as well 
as their suggestions to the insurance 
companies constructive. He said that 
the Pacific Coast Fire Chiefs’ Associa- 
tion had endorsed the idea of contingent 
commissions since that association be- 
lieves the present method of compensat- 
ing agents to be contrary to anything 
which might make the agents interested 
in the underwriting profits. He urged 
the fire chiefs to sell their fire depart- 
ments to the people as an agency of 
public service and said that if they did 
that, they would have no difficulty in 
carrying out their programs. 


Other Addresses Made 


George B. Muldaur of the Underwrit- 
ers’ Laboratories addressed the chiefs at 
the last session, showing pictures of the 


Laboratories’ work. Ira G. Hoagland 
of the National Automatic Sprinkler 
Association showed slides illustrating 


the value of sprinklers. 

The convention adjourned after select- 
ing Buffalo for the next convention and 
electing the following officers: William 
H. Bywater. chief of Salt Lake City, 
president: Edward T. Murphy, fire chief 
at Buffalo, first vice-president; Sam 
Boyd, Knoxville, Tenn., second vice- 
president; James J. Mulcahey, Yonkers, 
secretary, and Peter J. Carter, Camden, 
N. J., treasurer. 








which a national rating program could 
be drawn up. The committee appointed 
by Mr. Smith is a strong one and 
should work in harmony with the insur- 
ance commissioners along their sug- 
gested program, 
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After lightning struck 
the brick stack of the 
city water works pump- 
ing station of Mont- 
gomery, Alabama 
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. . . against fire and Lightning’”’ 





It*is sometimes difficult to find a reason for adequate fire insurance coverage on so- 
called fire-proof buildings. But—remember the Lightning Hazard ! 

In 1921 lightning was responsible for three per cent. of the total fire loss of nearly 
four hundred millions of dollars. It respects no class of construction, and no section is 
immune from its unexpected and destructive flashes. 

Perhaps this is a selling point you’ve overlooked. Remember it when soliciting on 
under-insured property. Doesn’t it dispose of the statement, “Why, this building is fire- 
proof—I don’t need additional insurance” ? 


Ask the Continental ‘‘Special’’ 


The CONTINENTAL Insurance Company 














HENRY EVANS NORMAN T. ROBERTSON 
Chairman of the Board President 
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You Are a Necessity 


The local agent is the one who 
bears the burden of protecting 
industry. He guarantees that 
should fire destroy property, his 
companies will make good the 
loss. In the insurance policy 
is likewise his own obligation 
to those who have faith in his 
insurance ability. 





The agent’s position is one of 
responsibility. He must choose 
his companies with care. He 
must know that they are prompt 
pay. He cannot risk his own 
reputation with weak and 
questionable companies. He 
must choose the best. He must 
ever have in mind his own 
personal obligation to his com- 
munity. 


“OHIO’S OLDEST STOCK FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY” 


The EUREKA SECURITY 


Fire & Marine Insurance Company 


(The Cincinnati Underwriters) 


22 Garfield Place Cincinnati, Ohio 








COLE AGAIN HEADS 
BAY STATE AGENTS 


Qualifications Law Discussed at 
Meeting in Boston, but 
Left to Committee 


W. E. MONK IS A SPEAKER 


New Commissioner Makes Favorable 
Impression—H,. Belden Sly Urges 
Contingent Commissions 


BOSTON, MASS., Oct. 30—At the 
annual meeting of the Massachusetts 
Association of Insurance Agents last 
week there was keen give and take on 
such pertinent questions as agency qual- 
ifications, reciprocals, fire prevention 
and credit extension, In the evening 
the agents heard for the first time the 
new insurance commissioner, Wesley 
E. Monk, who made a most fovorable 
impression. Edwin J. Cole of Fall River 
was re-elected president and was given 
a strong executive staff for the coming 
year. 

The business session opened with 60 
members present. President Cole in- 
formed the members that the association 
membership had dropped somewhat dur- 
ing the year, probably because of the in- 
crease in dues, there being 367 mem- 
bers. He reviewed the action taken at 
the last national convention, recom- 
mended the continuation of regional 
meetings and urged a drive for greater 
membership. 

Discuss Qualifications Question 

The subject receiving most considera- 
ton was agency qualifications, Warren 
S. Shaw of Brockton, chairman of the 
legislative committee, was of the opin- 
ion that an expensive insurance lawyer 
would be required to present adequately 
a bill changing the present qualification 
laws and his committee was of the opin- 
ion that it was not advisable to present 
a bill at this time. Mr, Shaw said that 
arrangements had been made to have 
former President James L. Case of the 
National Association speak on the sub- 
ject before the New England Advisory 
Board and Exchange members. The 
matter finally was left to the executive 
committee with full power to act was 
passed. Harvey W. Laird, assistant sec- 
retary of the National Association, in- 
formed the members that the elaborate 
system of agents’ examinations now in 
force in Pennsylvania was not work- 
ing out very satisfactorily, 

Urge Fire Prevention Activity 

Speaking for greater activity in fire 
prevention matters, President Cole 
urged closer examinations after every 
loss with press publicity. He felt that 
each city or town should conduct its 
own investigations. Warren Shaw’s 
talk of reciprocals and the reasons for 
opposing them in Massachusetts sum- 
med up the subject to the evident sat- 
isfaction of all of the members. 

Credit extension is one of the biggest 






In the Heart of 
Wichita 





In the heart of Wichita—with- 
in a step of the theatres and 


iF 3! busy business districts—the 
Ib I Hotel Lassen, Kansas’ finest 
9} hotel. Herestop thecxperienccd 


travelers who have learned that 
in Wichita there is a guest house 





46 Rooms with Private Bath $3.50 
14 Rooms with Private Bath $4.00 
7 Rooms with Private Bath $4.50 
14 Rooms, Bath, Twin Beds 26.00 
28 Rooms, Bath, Twin Beds $7.00 
23 Combination Sample Rooms 
$4.50 per day, up 
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\ \ Mach Everyt dy Stops at the Lassen 


SOFHOTEL LASSEN 


PYLVICHITA 








Field Position Wanted 
IOWA FIELD POSITION wanted by man 


who has traveled the State over eight years as 
special agent and adjuster. Resid in the 
State sixteen years and thoroughly acquainted 
with the insurance business. Address G-11, 
care The National Underwriter. 








An Opportunity 


We want a broker of 
character with a premi- 
um income of not less 
than $100,000.00a year 
to become managing 
partner of our Fire and 
Casualty departments. 
An unusual opportun- 
ity for a good man. 
Address G-12, care 
The National Under- 


writer. 














MAPS FOR SALE 


Denver Vol. 1 and 2 1903 Edition 

Vol. 3 1904 Edition 
Duluth Vol. 1 and 2 1999 Edition 
Minneapolis Vol. 1 to 8 inclu. 1912 Edition 
St. Paul Vol. 1 to 5 inclu. 1903 Edition 
Lincoln, Neb. Vol. 1 1903 Edition 
Omaha Vol. 1 to3 inclu. 1901 Edition 
Omaha Vol. 4 1908 Edition 


All corrected up to date. With 
canvas covers and in excellent 
condition. Purchase price 
quotations solicited. 


Address G-15 


Care The National Underwriter 

















FOR RENT! 
Austin Building, 111 W. Jackson Boulevard 


Available May Ist, 1924. Bank floor, approximately 3,800 

sq. ft., east end of building. Very desirable, light and airy. 

Also available immediately, few desirable small offices. 

This building is especially well located for insurance com- 
paniés, brokers, bond houses, etc. 


Apply to Manager of Building, Room 501 


Or F. C. AUSTIN, Owner—Wabash 6835 
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“The Oldest American Fire and 
Marine Insurance Company” 
Founded 1792 


The North America Agent— 
an Insurance Consultant 


Throughout the entire course of its 
strong campaign of national advertis- 
ing, the Insurance Company of North 
America hammers home the thought— 
“Consult an Insurance Agent.” 

While inspiring confidence in North 
America policies and protection, the 
North America advertising creates con- 
fidence in the North America agent as a 
vital element in that protection. This 
most recent page in The Saturday Eve- 
ning Post gives even more than the 
usual prominence to the services of the 


North America agent and the Advisory 
Service available through him. 

Readers of The Saturday Evening 
Post—among them the potential policy 
buyers in your community—are coming 
to think of the North America agent as 
the logical consultant on all insurance 
problems. Represent North America 
and, by associating your organization 
with this advertising, invite policy buy- 
ers to consult you. 

North America agents enjoy nation- 
wide prestige. 


Insurance Company of 


North America 
Philadelphia 


and the 


Indemnity Insurance Company of North America 


Write practically every form 
of insurance except life 
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agency problems and close attention 
was given W. C. Moulton of Pittsfield. 
who outlined the method of collections 
in use some eight years in his city. The 
Pittsfield agreement refers to fire, au- 
tomobile fire and premiums on all other 
lines excepting compensation, life and 
accident insurance. 


New Officers Elected 


The following officers were then 
elected: President, Edwin J. Cole, Fall 
River; secretary-treasurer, Fred A. Nor- 
ton, Salem; vice-presidents, F. J. Babson, 
Gloucester; N. A. Brainard, Springfield; 
Alfred Davenport, Boston; W. C. Moul- 
ton, Pittsfield; R. K. Noble, Northampton; 
S. T. Emery, Boston; W. S. Shaw, Brock- 
ton; A, C. E. Stimson, Greenfield; R. T. 
Sisson, Lynn; G. A. York, New Bedford; 
and A. A. Phelps, Rockland; executive 
committee, T. E. Babb, Jr., Worcester, W. 
C. Hill, Boston; H. F. Howe, Gardner; C. 
W. Johnson, Worcester; E. A. Oppen- 
heimer, Springfield; F. M. Prescott, 
Malden; F. R. Smith, Haverhill, and W. 
Cc. Ryan, Boston. 

The resolutions adopted expressed con- 
fidence in the National Association and 
pledged it continued support; urged that 
great publicity be given the subject of 
fire prevention, with better investigation 
by agents and efforts made for better in- 
spections; decried the “substitution of 
coercion for service” by agencies in 
financial institutions and the use by such 
institutions of confidential insurance in- 
formation for their own monetary gain, 
and condemned the licensing of auto- 
mobile dealers and officers or employes 
of automobile clubs as agents or brokers. 


Commissioner Monk’s Talk 


At the dinner in the evening, Com- 
missioner Monk was the first speaker. 
Qualification problems, he held, are more 
the problem of the agents themselves 
and of the companies who appoint them 
than a matter for the department and 
he did not think that legislation is the 
best method of obtaining results. He 
called extended credits one of the great 
evils of the business and predicted that 
the day would come when the depart- 
ment would have some rule which will 
make credit abuses grounds for refusing 
to grant or renew licenses. He felt that 
the evils of the business were first of all 
the affair of the agents themselves and 
the remedy in the hands of the agents 
and companies. 

Spencer Welton, vice-president of the 
Fidelity & Deposit, gave a spirited talk 
on the surety business and pointed out 
the many opportunities, in both small 
and large cities, of developing this highly 
profitable line. 


Sly for Contingent Commissions 


The last speaker, H, Belden Sly, vice- 
president of the Employers Fire of Bos- 
ton, thought that there was likely to be 
a change in the present agency system, 
if the greed for volume continues. While 
there is no cure-all for the evils of the 
business, profit-sharing or contingent 
commissions is now being seriously con- 
sidered as the method of controlling 
abuses. The drift towards contingent 
commissions is very strong, and many 
now believe the surest way to maintain 
the agency system is through a fair con- 
tingent plan. The character of the busi- 
ness written, he asserted, is as impor- 
tant as the volume. A lack of a proper 
sense of responsibility on the part of 
agents has resulted in poor adjustments, 
“not-taken policies,” return and (flat 
policies, “jumbo” lines and other abuses. 
Under the contingent plan agents, re- 
ceiving a flat commission and a share in 
the profits of the business written, would 
of necessity exercise better underwriting 
judgment and incompetents could not 
make a profit out of the business. He 
urged the members to give their closest 
consideration to the contingent plan. 


Must File Written Application 


PORTLAND, ORB., Oct. 30.—Under a 
new ruling issued by the state it will 
hereafter be necessary for all persons or 
corporations desiring insurance to file a 
written application with the companies 
issuing policies. The Insurance Ex- 
change of Portland has agreed to comply 
with the ruling so that overinsurance in 
Oregon may be avoided. 

In the application to be filed with the 
insurance agents, the persons or corpora- 
tions desiring protection must set out 
the character of the property they desire 
to have insured and must answer various 
other questions. 
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GIVES GOVERNOR HYDE HIS VIEWS 














REMARKABLE denunciation of 

the stand recently taken by Gov- 

ernor Hyde of Missouri, when he 
refused to cooperate in observing Fire 
Prevention Week and denounced fire 
companies and fire insurance agents as 
aids in the great fire waste, has been 
made in a personal letter written to the 
governor by a local agent at Slater Mo., 
C. E. Field. Mr. Field’s “hot” letter 
reads, in part, as follows: 


I have spent the most of my life trying 
to make a living as a fire insurance 
agent in a small way. Of course every 
man has an @xcuse for anything he does 
and tries to justify his actions. I some 
way think that I have tried to do right 
and I feel like I have never done any- 
thing to cause fires, and I feel like I 
have earned honestly what I have got 
out of the job and have not made too 
much money as you and your brother 
Ben have been preaching to the dear 
voters of the state. I know quite a lot 
of agents and I believe that insurance 
agents are about an average in integrity 
and I never knew one who over-insured 
property in order to get business when 
he thought it would cause a fire and a 
loss to his company. 

. . 


It is indeed strange to me that you not 
only refuse to comply with the request 
but you launch into a bitter attack on 
insurance companies, and it is stranger 
still that you should mix the tax situa- 
tion into this subject when there is abso- 
luely no connection between fire preven- 
tion and taxes. When your brother, Ben, 
started to reduce the insurance rates in 
the state and put out a lot of buncombe 
about insurance companies he also made 
the tax trouble the main issue, saying 
that if he could put his scheme over it 
would help pay the ruinous iax you have 
put on the people of the state. When 
you deny that taxes are higher you sim- 
ply vibrate the air. The cold fact re- 
mains that you have more than doubled 
taxes in the state and the people have 
nothing in return. I have read current 
events and the sayings and doings of 
public men for over forty years and I am 
going to hand it to you boys for ignor- 
ance, venom and the cheapest grand- 
stand performance. Everything you have 
said shows that you are totally ignorant 
of the subject. The big fire loss in this 
state is due to ignorance which has been 
fostered by time-serving politicians like 
you and that gang who go to the legis- 
lature, 

s s = 

Every time a scheme is up for the 
creation of a fire marshal and state in- 
spection of buildings the said politician 
jumps up and all he has to say is stuff 
like this: Wall Street, corporations, mil- 
lionaires, horny-handed laborers, farm- 
ers, flub dub, hally ballew—and a bloc 
of block heads votes it out. If it is true 
that the people of Missouri are composed 
of crooked agents and firebugs, we are 
in the middle of a bad fix. If an insur- 
ance company undertakes to punish a 
firebug and fails to convict him I be- 
lieve that both you and your brother 
Ben would take his case for damages 
against the company and shed all kinds 
of tears over a poor man fighting a cor- 
poration even though you knew he was 
guilty. 

Your position may make you feel a lit- 
tle safe and toughen your skin, but I do 
not believe you can go over the state 
and look fire insurance agents in the face 
and tell them they over-insure prop- 
erty in order to earn a little money. You 
put yourself on a level with narrow- 
minded ignoramuses who say that all 
rich people stole what they have, that 
people who do great philanthropic deeds 
do it to fool somebody or to put up the 
price of gasoline, and that banks will- 
fully start financial panics. In a run of 
forty years I have never known or heard 
of any company that does not do all it 
can to stop losses. They wire cancetla- 
tions and never cease to advise their 
agents to never offer a premium for a 
fire, If you will get on the cars and go 
to Chicago you will see a great institu- 
tion erected by and maintained at great 
cost by underwriters called “The Under- 
writers’ Laboratories.” There they make 
all kinds of tests of materials to try to 
reduce fire prevention to a science and 
they also educate men in the science. I 
saw it. You and your brother Ben never 
heard of any such thing or you would 
not put out all of this ridiculous stuff. 





I really do not think you hate fire in- 
surance agents. Lots of people say that 
you and your brother Een are attorneys 
for some reciprocal concern in Kansas 
City and that you are trying to help 
your clients by tearing down other peo- 
ple. I do not think that because I am 
not so low down as to say that about 
you. You have simply got an acute case 
of verbose diarrhoea. 
a = s 

If you will go back ten years, you will 
learn that Ex-Governor Major put on a 
play that makes your show look like 
German marks. When the insurance 
companies quit the state because of a 
most iniquitous law called the Orr law, 
the governor reared up on his hind legs, 
flopped his ears and brayed forth: “I will 
call out the militia to make the under- 
writers obey the law.” I do not know 
what effect it had on the companies, but 
it certainly chilled the marrow bones of 
the poor agents. He also said: “There 
are enough honest men and capital in 
Missouri to underwrite all the risks in 
the state.” They went all over the state 
and there was no trouble to find honest 
men, because Missouri was not so rotten 
then as you say it is at this time and 
they found lots of capital. They even 
went to every agent in the state and 
begged them to put their mites into the 
insurance business. They failed to get a 
dollar subscribed, which ought to show 
any fair minded man that underwriting 
fire risks is not after all such a big pay- 
ing business as the great statisticians 
Major and you, have said. 

. * - 


T am not complaining about competi- 
tion; I am saying that you are either 
ignorant, or have misrepresented the 
matter. When you say that we ought 
not to have any more fires than in Eng- 
land and Germany, you put on a really 
comedy that makes the late Fatty Ar- 
buckle, Charlie Chaplin and the bespec- 
tacled Lloyd look like a lot of pall bear- 


ers. You are showing a very amusing 
lot of ignorance that even makes the 
life of a poor insurance agent worth 


living, except I cannot sleep nights for 
laughing at what a politician will do 
when the taxes get him in the hole. I 
never was over there, but I have read 
about it and have talked to people who 
know about it. There are no shingle or 
wooden houses and everything is often 
and thoroughly inspected for fire pre- 
vention and the rules are enforced. 

I understand that the question of re- 
ducing fire rates in Missouri is now in 
the courts and it looks to me like when 
you bust into it you are mixing the ex- 
ecutive powers into the judicial powers 
and it is liable to spring the axle in the 
Magna Charta, knock the knobs off of 
the Habeas Corpus, or put a little down 
on the great bill of human rights, As 
long as you are in, you should treat the 
court fairly. You should file your effu- 
sion, and being a lawyer, you’ should 
know that ex parte stuff is a stench in 
the nostrils of a judge and in the event 
you file your evidence you must file mine, 
also. Be a sport and let both sides be 
heard. 

After you go to Chicago, you ought 
to come to Slater and come into my fire- 
starting office, and let me give you a 
little advice. I want to tell you about 
the way all great ambitious men, like 
Napoleon, the Kaiser, Ex-Governor Ma- 
jor, Caesar and Governor Walton. They 
all went kerplunk. Say, governor, I want 
to whisper to you that Moses got his 
name in the Bible by being meek. “When 
a man thinketh himself something when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. Be 
ye not deceived.” “Man that is born of 
woman is of a few days and full of 
trouble.” Especially those who increase 
taxes and try to punish others for it. I 
hope you will be vice-president. 


Missouri Agent Drops Dead 


Carr Hartshorn, well known Elvins, 
Mo., insurance man and politician, died 
suddenly on the street in Elvins Satur- 
day night. He was on his way to a 
meeting of the board of education when 
stricken. Heart disease caused his death. 
Mr. Hartshorn was very prominent in 
political and civic affairs of Elvins. He 
was chairman of the Republican county 
committee, a member of the board of 
directors of the Security E’‘ank of Elvins, 
secretary of the Elvins Building & Loan 
Association and member of the board of 
education. 





ISSUE ON FARM POLICY 





REINSURANCE CASE DECIDED 


Connecticut Fire Won Suit Brought by 
United States Fire in a Loss 
in Kansas 





A long drawn out controversy arising 
out of a reinsurance treaty whereby the 
Connecticut Fire reinsured the United 
States Fire on farm business in the mid- 
dle west, has recently been determined 
judicially in Illinois. The Connecticut 
Fire wins in the suit brought by the 
United States Fire. The claim of the 
United States against the Connecticut 
rose out of insurance effected by an 
agent in Kansas on farm property, 
owned by Mr. Durant, who resided near 
Hutchinson, Kans. Mr. Durant applied 
for insurance to the agent of the 
United States Fire, April 18, 1916. 
On May 1, the United States Fire 
forwarded a binder to the Connec- 
ticut. After taking the United States 
policy and before sending the binder, 
about April 21, fire destroyed the dwell- 
ing house of the assured. In the pro- 
ceedings it was claimed that this fact 
was unknown to the western depart- 
ment office of the United States Fire 
at Freeport. It was stated, however, 
that the fact had been immediately com- 
municated to the local agent and by 
him in turn to State Agent Gad Smith 
of the United States who adjusted the 
loss. 

Claim of United States Fire 

The reinsurance treaty contained a 
provision that the reinsurance should 
become effective as to any specific risk 
at noon of the day when notification of 
the insurance was mailed to the rein- 
surer. The United States Fire sought 
to establish its claim on the ground that 
despite this provision of the contract 
the treaty became applicable imme- 
diately when the direct policy was writ- 
ten and became retroactive because of 
the custom to pay the proportionate pre- 
mium to the reinsurer for the entire 
period even when not reported until sev- 
eral weeks after the direct policy was 
in force. The Connecticut resisted the 
claim, denying that it was liable under 
the terms of the treaty. 

Arbitrated by National Board 


Whereupon by mutual agreement the 
matter was reported to the arbitration 
committee of the National Board of 
which James Wyper of the Hartford, 
was then chairman. This controversy 
was ‘submitted a few years after the 
difficulty originated. The committee 
found that the Connecticut was not 
liable under the terms of the treaty for 
this loss. The United States Fire de- 
cided not to abide by this finding and 
brought suit at Freeport. The trial was 
held a few weeks ago, the Connecticut 
being represented by Attorney R. 
Folonie of Chicago. The issues were 
presented as to the construction of the 
treaty as well as to the conclusiveness 
of the decision of the arbitration com- 
mittee of the National Board. 


United States May Appeal 


The court decided the case in favor 
of the Connecticut, holding that it was 
unnecessary to determine the effect of 
the arbitration submission because 
there was no liability in tlhe matter from 
the beginning. Counsel for the United 
States Fire has indicated his intention 
to appeal from this decision. No steps, 
however, have been taken up to this 
time. The case has been the subject of 
considerable comment in the central 
western field. There has been much 
controversy as to the liability of a com- 
pany taking reinsurance, especially as to 
the interpretation of the terms of the 
contract. 





E. E. Cole, Jr., manager of the western 
service office of the National Union Fire, 
Kansas City, was a business visitor 
Oklahoma City this week. 
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“Strong as the strongest” has been 
the motto fitly adopted by the 
United States representatives of the 
“Northern,” to which they now add 
“Straight as the Straightest”’ and 
none can challenge the addition. 
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| Western Union 
Standing Committees 


anise clean 


The following is a list of the special 
and standing committees, just appointed 
by John C. Harding, president of the 
Western Union: 


Arbitration—W. B. Flickinger, North 
America, Chairman; F. W. Eowers, Con- 
necticut; O. G. Boyle, Atlas; F. P. Hamil- 
ton, Queen; E. A. Henne, American 
Eagle; S. Y. Tupper, Queen; E. W. West, 
Glens Falls. 

Bulletin—George H. Bell, National, 
Chairman; J. O. Dye, Rochester Under- 
writers; E. W. Law, Royal; H. D. Lewis, 
Northern; W. P. Robertson, Alliance. 

Large Cities—Fred A. Rye, Commercial 
Union, Chairman; Geo. W. Blossom, Fred 
S. James & Co.; E. W. Law.*Royal; W. IL. 
Lerch, Great American; W. E. Miller, 
Westchester. 





Fire Protection Engineering—A. G. 
Dugan, Hartford, Chairman; H. T. Cart- 
lidge, L. & L. & G.; C. E. Dox, London & 
Lancashire; C. W. Higley, Hanover; J. M. 
Thomas, Aetna; C. R. Tuttle, North 
America. 

Governing—W. L. Lerch, Great Ameri- 
can, Chairman; G. H. Batchelder, North 
British & Mercantile, Vice Chairman; C. 
A. Ludlum, Home of New York; W. E. 
Miller, Westchester; Alfred Stinson, Fi- 
delity-Phenix; George H. Bell, National; 
A. G. Dugan, Hartford; Fred A. Rye, 
Commercial Union; C. R. Tuttle, North 
America. 

Grievanee—F. E.. Luce, Providence 
Washington, Chairman; B. G. Chapman, 
Jr., American Central; J. F. Stafford, Sun; 
H. T. Cartlidge, A. F. Powrie, Fire Asso- 
ciation. 

Maps—P. Beresford, Phoenix of Lon- 
don, Chairman; Hart Darlington, Nor- 
wich Union; John H. Griffin, North- 
western F. & M.; E. A. Henne, F. W. 
Sargeant, New Hampshire. 

Membership—.J. R. Wilbur, Continental, 
Chairman; E, J. Booth, Michigan F. & M.; 
J. A. Kelsey, Tokio: W. C. Leach, Minne- 
apolis F. & M.; G. K. March, Detroit Na- 
tional; John H. Packard, London; C. G. 
Whipple, Union of Canton. 

Patrol—A. F. Powrie, Chairman; W. A. 
Chapman, Firemans Fund; P. Beresford. 

Press—George M. Lovejoy, Phoenix of 
Hartford, Chairman, Hart Darlington, E. 
B. Hatch, Secretary Western Union, 

Publicity and Education — W. H. 
Lininger, Springfield; W. B. Flickinger, 
F. P. Hamilton, W. E. Miller, Fred A. 
Rye. 

Traction—W. A. Chapman, H. N, Kel- 
sey, London & Scottish; C. A. Ludlum, 
E. W. West, Glens Falls; J. R. Wilbur. 

Uniform Forms—John F. Stafford, 
Chairman; R. P. Barbour, North British; 
W. H. Lininger, W. L. Lerch, Alfred Stin- 
son. 

Tornado — Alfred Stinson, Chairman; 
W. H. Lininger, W. C. Leach, Minneapolis 
F. & M.;: George Lovejoy, C. A. Ludlum, 
A. W. Perry, St. Paul; A. & J. H. Stoddart, 
New York Underwriters. 

Loss Adjustments (Cook County)—W. 
L. Lerch, Chairman; A. G. Dugan, E. W. 
Law, W. P. Robertson, C. F. Shallcross, 
North British. 

Use and Occupancy Forms and Sched- 
ules—W. E’. Flickinger, Chairman; W. H. 
Lininger, H. D. Lewis, Geo. M. Lovejoy, 
H. A. Smith, National of Hartford; A. & 
J. H. Stoddart, J. M, Thomas. 

General Cover Contract—W. P. Robert- 
son, Chairman; George H. Bell, J. A. 
Campbell, Home of New York. 

Rules and Regulations for Leasehold 
Insurance—W. P. Robertson, Chairman; 
tobt. P. Barbour, J. A. Campbell, H. T. 
Cartlidge, A. & J. H. Stoddart. 

Contingent Commissions—W. A. Chap- 
man, Chairman, Fred S. James & Co.; 
W. L. Lerch, S. H. Quackenbush, Royal; 
J. R. Wilbur. 

Agents’ Balances — A. Stinson, Chair- 
man; W. A. Blodgett, Fred S. James & 
Co.; J. A. Campbell, J. A. Kelsey, Fred 
A. Rye. 

Advisory Committee—Chairman of gov- 
erning committee, chairman uniform 
forms and chairman subscribers actuarial 
committee. 

Duplication of Work—J. M. Thomas, 
Chairman; H. T. Cartlidge, Charles E. 
Dox, W. L. Lerch, D. E. Monroe, Ameri- 
can Central. 

Bridging the Fire-Tornado Gap—C. A. 
Ludlum, Chairman; Fred B. Luce, W. L. 
Steele, Niagara; C. R. Tuttle, J. R. 
Wilbur. 











SOUNDS WARNING NOTE 
PRESIDENT WEST’S MESSAGE 


Urges Companies to Be Conservative in 
Present Struggle Over Mixed 
Agencies in the West 


President E. W. West of the Glens 
Falls has sounded a note of warning to 
members of both the Western Union 
and Western Insurance Bureau, in the 
advertisement of that company, appear- 
ing in this issue, which is headed “Do 
Not Rock the Boat.” Undoubtedly 
President West feels that there is dan- 
ger of overt acts, intemperate language 
and the possible involvement of the busi- 
ness in embarrassing proceedings. 

The situation in Western Union terri- 
tory is now very delicate and sensitive. 
Every company is watching the actions 
of those of the opposite complexion in 
mixed agencies. The Western Insur- 
ance Bureau has made no secret of the 
fact that it is prepared to bring action 
in the courts or file a complaint with a 
state insurance department where undue 
influence is used or where any pressure 
is being brought to bear. 

No Coercion Is Used 


The Western Union on the other hand 
has been very positive in asserting that 
no force or coercion of any kind will 
be employed. The Union is leaving the 
commission adjustment up to the agents 
themselves. Every Union company has 
analyzed the situation so far as its own 
mixed agencies are concerned. Many 
companies say that they have been los- 
ing business in such agencies, intimating 
that the Bureau companies have been 
paying Bureau commissions for some 
time in such offices. President West 
and a number of executives are solici- 
tous lest those in the business them- 
selves will involve it in public complica- 
tions where great damage may be done. 

The work of adjusting commissions 
in mixed agencies is going on in some 
states. The Union field men are talking 
the question over with the agents that 
are affected. Where an agent has but 
one or two companies belonging to one 
organization and the rest of his com- 
panies in another organization, there 
will be little doubt as to the course he 
will take. The big fight will come over 
agencies that are hopelessly mixed. 





CONFERENCE IS ARRANGED 
WITH UNION AND BUREAU 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 

ecutive officers of the National Asso- 
ciation in the matter of the interrupted 
relations between the Union and the 
Western Insurance Bureau. Today the 
executive committee of the National 
Association has given careful consid- 
eration to this disturbing problem. We 
believe that the time has arrived for 
the National Association to proffer its 
good offices to each company organi- 
zation in an attempt to reconcile the 
differences existing in the company 
ranks in the territory affected. 

“The whole situation seemed to us to 
be driving toward irreparable harm, not 
only to the agents throughout the great 
niddle west, but also to the business 
generally. 

“Therefore, moved solely by a desire 
to protect the business in the territory 
and to relieve the agents from an em- 
barrassing and oppressive situation, the 
executive committee has just dispatched 
a formal communication to the respec- 
tive company organizations asking for 
a conference.” 


Special Advisory Committee—John M. 
Thomas, Chairman; George H. Bell, 
George W. Blossom, H. T. Cartlidge, B. G. 
Chapman, Jr., W. A. Chapman, Hart Dar- 
lington, A. G. Dugan, F. P. Hamilton, 
Harding & Lininger, E. A. Henne, C. 
W. Higley, E. W. Law, W. L. Lerch, 
George M. Lovejoy, F. E. Luce, C. A. Lud- 
lum, W. L. Maillot, Walter E. Miller, A. 
F. Powrie, Fred A. Rye, W. L. Steele, 
Cc. F. Shallcross, C. R. Tuttle, J. R. 
Wilbur. 
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Telling an interesting story 
of the Diamond Jubilee’ to 
Five million Insurers . 


\\ S 
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"THROUGHOUT the country, the reading public is being 
acquainted in an interesting manner with the notable 

Anniversary of the Liverpool & London & Globe, and its 

completion of 75 years of service in the United States. 


The story is told in dignified style in a four-page illus- 
trated article that is appearing in current issues of the 


Atlantic Monthly, Harper’s, Review of Reviews, 
Outlook, World’s Work and Scribner’s. 


A full page advertisement telling of the greatest accomp- 
lishment of the company in its experience here is also 
appearing in the Literary Digest of November 3rd. 


The vivid narrative of the rise of this organization from 
a ‘‘one-man”’ agency in °48 cannot but inspire the public 
with new confidence in the L. & L. & G. and its 10,000 
agents. 


“|IIVERPOOL, 
»o [LONDON 
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WOULD SET 90 PERCENT LIMIT 





Thoughtful underwriters readily admit 
that an effective means for reducing 
the fire waste of the country, which last 
year reached the staggering total of 
$520,000,000, would be to refuse to 
grant indemnity to anyone in excess of 
90 percent of the value of his property, 
thereby compelling the insured to ex- 
ercise a degree of care in safeguarding 
against fire “which he does not now ex- 
hibit. The difficulty of fixing values, 
particularly where these fluctuate from 
day to day, as is true in the majority of 
the manufacturing and mercantile estab- 
lishments, is appreciated, and yet com- 
pany men assert that the plan is feasible 
and that if it were put into effect pres- 
ent rates could be reduced by a con- 
siderable percentage, while the net re- 
turn to the insurance companies would 
be greater than it is today. 

Carelessness, bordering 
downright criminality, 


at times on 
is recognized as 


being responsible for fully 70 percent 
of present day fires, and, despite fire 
marshal laws and the fire sana 


VIEWED FROM NEW YORK | 








WATSON 





campaign waged by chambers of com- 
merce and kindred bodies, the fire waste 
of the country increases year after year. 
C ommenting upon the situation a com- 
pany official said recently: 

“If the fire companies would pursue 
the same policy as is followed in the 
automobile underwriting field, in mak- 
ing the property owner a coinsurer to 
the extent of say 10 percent on any loss 
he might sustain, the fire record of the 
United States would very quickly shrink 
to modest proportions. So long as of- 
fices freely grant full indemaity, they 
put a premium upon carelessness and 
may look for continued severe losses. 

“There is a measure of truth in the 
assertion of Fire Chief Kenlon of New 
York City, that the financial institutions 
of the land are partly responsible for 
excess insurance, in that to protect 
loans to mercantile houses they insist 
that liberal indemnity be carried, and in 
the event of loss bring pressure to bear 
upon the underwriters to make prompt 
settlement. If the assured could be 
made to realize that a fire was a mis- 














UNDERWRITER 
fortune and not a medium through 
which a profit can be had, we would 


soon see a reduction in the annual fire 
waste.” 


* * * 
SEEKS CHECK ON LLOYDS 
Superintendent Stoddard of New 


York is very much in earnest in his en- 
deavor to check rate-cutting and other 
demoralizing practices in the fire and 
casualty fields and has asked the cooper- 
ation of managing underwriters and 
local agents in seeking to attain that 
end. At the gathering of casualty com- 
pany executives held here recently, Col. 
Stoddard said that London Lloyds was 
taking thousands upon thousands of 
dollars in premiums out of New York 
each year because of its cut-rate pro- 
clivities, and that not only were the 
loyal companies and agents losing busi- 
ness that legitimately should be theirs, 
but the state was being defrauded of its 
proper tax. In spite of prohibitive laws 
and the watchfulness of the insurance 
department, London Lloyds continues 
to operate here, and because of its 
evasion of taxes and of regulations to 
which the admitted companies are 
subjected, is able to cut both fire and 
casualty rates. About a year ago a 
leading Lloyds attorney came to this 
country, and was present by special in- 
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vitation at a gathering of American 
underwriters held in the local offices of 
the insurance department. The home 
men, in response to the inquiry of Su- 
perintendent Stoddard, very emphatic- 
ally said they would not fear the com- 
petition of the Lloyds concern if it were 
conducted upon an even basis. They 
argued that the Lloyds should be forced 
to make deposits, maintain reserves, pay 
taxes, and otherwise to conform to all 
regulations applicable to the stock of- 
fices. Under such terms they had no 
fear of their ability to hold their own 
with the individual operators. They did, 
however, and very positively, object to 
a competition where their rivals had 
such a handicap as they now possess, 
and they are unwilling to surrender. 
Col. Stoddard, though nrofoundly sym- 
pathetic with the attitude of the home 
underwriters, was unable to afford them 
the measure of relief he would like to. 
He promised, however, that insofar as 
the law permitted, he would check the 
activities of the freebooters. Though 
his jurisdiction does not extend to Lon- 
don it does reach brokers in this state, 
and any of the latter caught violating 
the statutes will be harshly dealt with. 
Managing underwriters or local agents 
having knowledge of illegal transactions 
by Lloyds representatives are urged to 
present such information to Col. Stod- 
dard, who promises “to do the rest.” 


xk 


JENNESS WILL PRESIDE 


I, W. Jenness, secretary of the Under- 
writers Association of New York State, 
will act as master of ceremonies at the 
40th anniversarv of the organization to 
be celebrated with a banquet at the Wal- 
dort Astoria in New York City the eve- 
ning of Nov. 13. Present and former 
members are looking forward with ex- 
ception il interest to the event and are 
arranging to attend. The New York 
association has probably graduated more 
men who have attained managerial rank 
in fire unde rwriting circles than any 
sim't-- body in the United States, while 
its office and field staff is constantly be- 
ing depleted to supply special agency; 
talent. The history of the org: nization 
is a most creditable one, and those for 
tunate enough to have been allied with it 
are properly proud of the fact. 








CHANGES IN THE FIELD 


MARTIN VOLD’S NEW POSITION 











Leaves Local Agency to Become Spe- 
cial Agent of Royal in Southern 
Ohio 


Martin Vold, Jr., has been appointed 
special agent of the Royal in southern 
Ohio with headquarters at Cincinnati, He 
succeeds William H. McGervey, who 
has been appointed state agent the 
Newark in Ohio. Mr. Vold well 
known in the Ohio field, having done 
general field and engineering work in 
the state for five years for the Hartford. 
About two years ago Mr. Vold retired 


of 


1S 


from field work to enter the Perkins & 
Geoghegan agency at Cincinnati, from 
which he is now withdrawing. For 


j twelve years prior to his connection with 


the Hartford, Mr. Vold did inspection 
bureau work in Wisconsin and Tenne- 
see. 


J. A. Thomas and C. C. Martin 


An important change in the field staft 


of the Norwich Union Fire just an 
nounced is the appointment of J. A. 
Thomas as state agent for Kansas. He 


will maintain headquarters in the Wald- 
heim building, Kansas City, Mo. Mr 
Thomas, who is an experienced field 
man, having most acceptably served as 
special agent for the Aetna before join- 
ing the “staff of the Norwich Union, 
takes over part of the territory hereto- 
fore supervised by State Agent Charles 
C. Martin. On and after Nov. 1 Mr. 


Martin will center his attention upon the 
having been relieved otf 


Missouri field, 
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Timeliness 


There is probably no other business or industry 
where timeliness in selling effort plays as promi- 
nent a part as in fire insurance and its allied lines. 


The successful insurance agent follows up every 
fire with sales of new fire insurance policies. 


By the same token he is awake to every local or 
national happening that can be construed as a 
lesson carrying with it the need for insurance. 


Take advantage of every such opportunity. There 
is no lack of them. 
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jurisdiction over Kansas at his own re- 


quest. 


Allan Asher 


Asher, who has been with the 
southern department of the Fireman’s 
Fund and previously connected with 
various underwriting departments in the 
southeastern part of the country, has 
been appointed state agent for the Mil- 
waukee Mechanics with supervision over 
Florida, Alabama and Georgia, with 


Allan 


headquarters at Atlanta. Mr. Asher suc- 
ceeds W. J. Young, who recently re- 
signed from the Milwaukee Mechanics 


to become special agent for the National 
Liberty under Foster Fitz Simons, state 
agent in Florida. 


Hartford Changes 
QO. A. Sanks, 
agent of the 


who has been special 
farm department of the 
Hartford Fire in central Illinois, is re- 
signing to enter the local business at 
Decatur, Ill, with Swarm & Brosseau. 
H. C. Rogers of Peoria, Ill., who has 
divided the field with Mr. Sanks, will 
now take the whole state for the Hart- 
ford. He will have assistant, J. C. 
Hupp, who has been a general utility 
farm special agent. He was formerly 
in the local business at Butler, Mo. A. 
M. Varnum, an examiner in the farm 


as 





department i 
into 
when needed. 


S. K. Gray, 

with the Cov 
Kentucky 
go to 


York. 
office of the 


Louisville, 
a special agent for the Home of 
James Curran of 
Actuarial 
to go to Covington in Mr. 
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will be sent 
that territory 


S. K. Gray 


Arrangements are being made whereby 


who has 
ington, 


Ky., 
Actuarial Bureau, 
where he 


connected 
office of the 
will shortly 
will become 
New 
the Louisville 
Bureau is slated 
Gray’s place 


been 


Fargo Agents’ Banquet 
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AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 














AETNA TO MOVE DEPARTMENT 


On the first of next April the western 
department of the Aetna will move from 
its present location in the Insurance Ex- 
change in Chicago to the new Wrigley 
Annex building on North Michigan ave- 
nue, one block beyond the river. The 

Aetna will occupy all of the eighth and 
half of the ninth floors of the Wrigley 
addition. The Hartford Fire and the 
Sun will also establish their western de- 
partments in the Wrigley Annex at this 
time. 

The Cook County department of the 
Aetna of which Fred. J. Sauter has been 
appointed manager effective Jan. 1 will 
remain in its present quarters and Mr. 
Sauter will take such additional space 
now being used by the western depart- 
ment as is needed to care for the com- 
panies which Mr, Sauter has been rep- 
resenting in his present quarters, 1911 
lusurance Exchange. 

John M. Thomas, western manager of 
the Aetna, arranged the details of the 
change, The Aetna’s move in line 
with the tendency of insurance com- 
panies of all classes in Chicago to es- 
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Play The Game 


The crisp autumn days are here, with the thud of the football, 
the spectacular play and the cheers from the stands. 


Both teams fighting hard, skilled players alert, ready to spring 
into action when the ball is snapped, their enthusiasm and 
loyalty only matched by the cheering spectators. 
loyalty there, true spirit and a desire for fair play. Every 
player is playing the game, every spectator is likewise follow- 
ing each play with keen interest. 


Every insurance agent is playing the game—a game where busi- 
ness chances and greater opportunity come hand in hand with 
increased knowledge and a desire to serve every policyholder. 


WESTCHESTER 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF NEW YORK 


Western Department 
1010 Fisher Building, Chicago 


There’s 











tablish themselves in the new business 
district that is being developed on the 
near north side. The Henry Evans 
companies are in their own building 
about half mile north of the Wrigley 
structure. The National Liberty’s west- 
ern department is within two blocks of 
the Wrigley building. The London 
Guarantee & Accident has ercted its own 
building directly across the bridge from 
the Wrigley building. The Illinois Life 
has its own building on Lake Shore 
Drive, as has the Central Life, and the 
National Life, U. S. A., will erect its own 
home office building at Michigan Ave., 
and Pearson streets within the next 
year or so. 
x * * 
LABORATORIES TO ELECT 


A meeting of the board of directors 
of the Underwriters Laboratories will 
be held in Chicago Nov. 10 for the pur- 
pose of electing a successor to the late 
William H. Merrill as president of the 
organization. 


* * 
AGENCY STAGES TOURNAMENT 
The annual golf tournament of the 
Moore, Case, Lyman & Hubbard agency, 


of Chicago, held at the Exmoor C ountry 
Club, was a gala occasion for the office 
executives, producers and company offi 
cials. Thirty-five were in attendance, 
the program providing an entire day ot 
golf and an evening’s entertainment at 


the club house. Honors of the day went 
to Charles Geisler, who received the 
office cup presented by the firm. Guests 
for the day included Louis J. Kempf, 
Dr. Roberts and Henry Tank of the 
Travelers; A. G. Dugan and W. ( 
Boorn of the Hartford Fire; George H. 
Sell of the National of Hartford: Elwin 
W. Law of the Royal; George H. Ma- 
loney of the Hartford Accident; W. P 
Robertson of the Alliance: R. I. Read 


of the Crum & Forster group, and B. T 
Wallin of the Phoenix. 
*k * *k 
FREESE MAKES CHICAGO 
Ralph S. Freese, well known local 
agent at Bloomington, IIl., and member 
ot the firm of Freese & Co., addressed 
the office force, producers and brokers 
ot the agency ot Critcneil, Miller, Whit- 


ADDRESS 


ney & Karbour in Chicago Monday af- 
ternoon. He was introduced by Lyman 
M. Drake, member of the firm. Mr. 


Freese outlined the plan he has inaug- 
urated for keeping track of the new 
business produced by members of his 
firm, solicitors and brokers. Mr. Freese 
recently addressed the meeting of the 
Illinois Association of Insurance Agents 
at Springfield, telling about this plan and 
showing how it stimulates production 
and presents a goal at which anyone may 
aim. Mr. Freese is marketing this sys- 
tem which has been used by a number 
of agents to their great advantage. He 
is one of the live young local agents 
who is intensely interested in his busi- 
ness. Mr. Freese has tried out the plan 
in his own office and it has been found 
effective. 


* * * 
JUDGE CRUM DEFENDS HOUSTON 
Judge W. H. Crum of Springfield, 
Ill., general counsel for the National 


Association of Automobile Reciprocals 
and managing editor of the “National 
Insurance Journal,” defends Insurance 
Superintendent Thomas J. Houston of 
Illinois in the attack made on the in- 


surance department by Senator John 
Dailey of Peoria, Ill., at the recent ban- 
quet of the Illinois Association of In- 
surance Agents. 

Judge Crum calls attention to the 


fact that Senator Dailey attacked the 
superintendent of insurance, insurance 
department and Senator Samuel Ettel- 
son, chairman of the senate insurance 
committee, on account of the position 
they took on insurance legislation. He 


makes the following comment: 


“We hold no brief to defend either 
Superintendent Houston or Senator Et- 
telson, but being on the ground and 











XUM 


November 1, 1923 





THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 








17 








LOSS OF FURS BY THEFT WHILE 
BEING WORN OUT OF DOORS 





LOSS OF FURS BY BURGLARY OF 
THE HOME OR OFFICE 


Insurance on 
Personal Furs 


Covering Fire, Theft, Holdup, 
Robbery and All Other Risks, 
Except Moth, Vermin, Wear 
and Tear and Gradual Deteri- 


, LOSS OF FURS BY THEFT IN DINING 
oration. ROOM AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES 





The Insurance Applies in the 
Home, on the Streets and Else- 


where Throughout the World. 


A. F. SHAW & 
COMPANY 


INSURANCE EXCHANGE 


CHICAGO 
ILL. 





LOSS OF FURS BY HOLDUP 
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INSURANCE ASSOCIATION 


It’s an OLD I[n&titution 
of 82 Years 
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CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


January First, Nineteen Twenty-three 





I I . . cnsccsnsndapaseanniesennorenmneadis $1,250,000 00 
ET ENE ee aE en 1,590,492 47 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums........................ 3,559,654 35 
Reserve for Losses in Process of Adjustment 832,150 00 
I IR hl csccilaeaesibnanaielieelll 90,000 00 
Reserve for all other Claims... -.........04. 31,821 90 

Total Assets. . $7,354,118 72 
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Automobile Insurance 


Special Department Maintained 
for Purpose of Giving Expert 
and Efficient Service 


Local and General Agents Wanted 


Apply to 


Appleton G& Cox 


Attorneys 


3 South William Street 
Representing Compan 


NEW YORK 


ies of Known Reputation 




















JAMES J. CAREY 





JOSEPH GERSON 





EDWARD T. LYONS 











| President Vice-Pres. Sec’y-Treas. } 
| 
| Col bi Nati ] 
| The Columbian National © 
_ Fire Insurance Company | 
| LANSING, MICHIGAN 
Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS LIABILITIES 
Real Estate...... $ 181,314.30 Unearned Pre- 
mium Reserve. .$ 778,778.80 
Mortgage Loans.. 1,198,484.78 J 4.5 Reserve..... 190,306.91 
Stocks & Bonds.. 366,719.82 Taxes, Contin- 
saci 4 gencies Reserve 107,385.00 
Cash in Bank.... 109,604.43 Capital 
Accounts Receiv- a 
EP etre 178,918.32 Surplus 357,255.63 
Surplus to Policy- 
Accrued Interest. 48,684.69 holders ........ 1,007,255.63 
$2,083,726.34 $2,083,726.34 | 
tt 








SEVENTIETH ANNUAL 


STATEMENT 





W. H. STEVENS, President 


of Watertoron.T.% 


P. H. WILLMOTT, Secretary 


January 1, 1923 





i Tie oii oi cine an ndtveceiearcesaces .$3,741,626.29 
Reserve for Losses, Taxes and All Other re 913,613.26 
Reserve for Contingencies............ ‘ shiediseee sehen 300,000.00 
a, rrr re ers i distal hf ysl sn <A 
Dc ccecessecesewnesesees Re IE ee eres . +. 2,081,662.08 
SE REE occ diveces dandeanee RE re ny ree a . «+++ -$8,036,901.63 
Surplus to Policy Holders................0--seeeeeeees $3,081,662.08 
CHANGES IN 1922 
Increase in Assets ....... er ee ey ee ere . $518,302.60 
Increase in Reserves.............. Seen dub chan bade akeun-beer 
Increase in Net Surplus......... sucewrebedeuewuwndee se . . $440,750.38 
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familiar with the legislative proceedings 
as were dished out at the last session 
of the Illinois general assembly, we 
feel in justice to Superintendent Hous- 
ton that some of the charges made by 
Senator Dailey should be refuted. In 
the first place, the senator recites that 
a large number of bills when introduced 
at the last session of the general as- 
sembly, many of which he claims were 
sponsored by the insurance depart- 
ment, and which if they had _ been 
passed, would have put all insurance 
companies in the state out of business. 
Of the many bills introduced, it is our 
understanding that only nine of them 
were sponsored’ by © Superintendent 
Houston. Many of them we affirm 
were good bills and should be passed. 

‘There were some bills sponsored by 
Superintendent Houston’s department 
that we are not in accord with and so 
stated to Superintendent Houston. We 
opposed them for reasons heretofore set 
forth. It does not follow that Superin- 


tendent Houston or his department 
should be charged with fostering or 
favoring all bad legislation. We think 


he was mistaken and honestly mistaken 
in some of the bills he offered. For 
that reason we were opposed to them. 
Many of these bills were good ones and 
we should have liked to have seen them 





enacted into law. We fail to see} 
wherein Senator Ettelson had anything 
to do with the last legislative progran. 
He was a member of neither the insur- 
ance committee or any other committee 
of the senate and how he could have 
defeated good legislation is not made 
plain to us at this time. The plain 
iacts are that there were so many bills 
introduced at the last session, that the 
members of the legislature were afraid 
to pass any of them, for the reason that 
rumors were abroad that the insurance 
business generally was being attacked. 
Again we repeat that we do not believe 
that Superintendent Houston or his de- 
partment should be blamed for the fail- 
ure of legislation affecting insurance at 
the last session of the legislature.” 
ok * 
BROKERS PLAN ACYVION 

Now that summer vacations are over 
nd the goif season is coming to a 
close, the Insurance Brokers Associa- 
t.on of Litinots has started to give active 
ul ition to the Various matters m 
which it, 1s interested. A meeting ot 
the directo was held last Monday, 


s discussed fu 





ture pians na ot dratting an 
ordinance which will meet with the ap- 
proval of insuran brokers is now in 
the hands of irving KE. Read, the sec 
retary, for attention, 

The question of the reduction of com 
missions by general agents and com 
panies wall receive serious consideration 
by the committee. Some additional 
details with reference to the by-laws 
and the applications for membership 
will probably be worked out this week 
and the directors will have another 
meeting next Monday night to try and 


put on the finishing 
be followed by a general meeting of all 
the members, at which time a definite 
plan of campaign on the important mat- 
ters concerning the: will be taken up. 


* 


touches. This will 


Mrs 
August 


Maria Torpe. 73 years old, 

Torpe, Sr., one of Chicago's 
pioneer real estate men, died this week. 
She was the mother of August Torpe, Jr., 
of Chicago, Cook county manager of the 


wife of 


American, Security of Connecticut, and 
Kagle of New Jersey. 
* * * 
Frank W. Sargeant, president of the 


New Hampshire, is in Chicago this week, 
and will make a trip to Winnipeg, Can., 
before returning to the home office. He 
is accompanied by Mrs. Sargeant. 
* Ok ox 
The Western Factory 
ciation has added to its 
mittee O. F. Wallin, assistant manager 
of Fred S. James & Co., and F. P. Ham- 
ilton, western Per ee of the Queen. 


Insurance Asso- 


executive com- 


Richard E, Vernon, manager of the 
fire prevention department of the West- 
ern Actuarial Bureau, will speak before 
a fire prevention meeting in Oak Park, 
Ill., on Nov. 2, to be held under the 
auspices of the Parents-Teachers Asso- 
ciation in the Irving School. The su- 
schools and the fire 


perintendent of 
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TO - WATCH SEPARATION 
BREAK IS CALLED UNTIMELY 


Letter Addressed by Commissioner Van 
Camp of South Dakota to All 
Five Companies 


PIERRE, S. D., Oct. 29.—A_ letter 
of warning has been sent to all com- 
panies entered in South Dakota by Com- 
missioner W. N. Van Camp. Mr. Van 
Camp points out that open warfare 
among the companies is particularly un- 
fortunate at this time, in the face of the 
aggressive state insurance attacks. He 
urges the company to get together on 


some agreement and states that his de- 


partment will closely watch the action 
of the companies and prevent the work- 
ing of any harm to a local agent in the 
separation movement. Mr. Van Camp’s 
letter reads as follows: 

Hoped for Peace 


“This department has viewed with 
alarm the rupture in the conference re- 
lations between the Western Union and 
Western Insurance bureau, affect- 


ling as it does the business of insurance 


throughout the middle west. We have 
been hopeful that far-seeing members 
of both organizations would be able to 
effect a renewal of the old relationship, 
or that out of the break would come a 
single organization with membership 
dedicated to the principle of the confer- 


ence agreement recently abrogated. 
Is Most Untimely 

“It is particularly unfortunate that 
this incident should occur at a time 
when agency forces are bending every 
effort toward harmony in the field. It 
cannot but be a source of discourage- 
ment to them. Open warfare among 
the companies will expose the partici- 
ants, weakened by divergent views and 
interests, further to the atta = of those 
who re ope nly enemies of tl » busine Ss 
as now conducted Even nae the 
almost inevitable increase in acquisition 
cost does not result, still there will be 
focused upon the companies and upon 
the business the attention of those ad- 
vocates of state insurance in every 
section ot ™ country With ranks tem- 
porarily swollen by victims of the pres 
ent economic disturbance, they present 

far more formidable opposition than 
ever before. 

“So 4 as this department is con- 
cerned, it will look with instant disfavor 


upon tke 
ized sin 
agencies in 


author- 
separating 
with prejudice to 


action of any company 
South Dakota 
this state 


any local agent, or any action which 
would result in a higher insurance cost 
to the buyer in this state.” 

chief wlli also be present to speak. In 
addition, there will be a fire prevention 
talk by Miss Enneline Schanze, Mr. 
Vernor’s secretary, who has absorbed 
much of the fire prevention idea in her 
work with the department. 

Phil Hoffberg, well known public ad- 
juster in Chicago, has spent most of the 
past summer in the east. He has felt 
the need of a long rest and vacation, 
but is back in the city now to reestab- 
lish 


his business. 
F. P. Hamilton, western manager of the 
Queen, has been named to the executive 
committee of the Western Automobile Un- 
derwriters Conference, succeeding E. W. 
Law, western manager of the Royal, who 
has resigned as a member of the execu- 
tive committee. 
* 
and Vice- 
the Hart- 
depart- 


3issell 

White of 
the western 
this week. 


President R. M. 
President Fred C. 
ford Fire, are at 
ment in Chicago 


Bureau Field Club Elects 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 
At the meeting of the Bureau Fire 
writers Club of Oklahoma, held at the 
Oklahoma Club, Monday, H. N. McCool 
of the Security was elected president, 
and H. R. Smith of the United States 
Fire was elected secretary. 


30.— 
Under- 
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ADVISORY BODY MEETS 


SEPARATION WAS DISCUSSED 


Special Committee of Western Union 
Holds Sessions in Chicago to Con- 
sider Situation 


A largely attended meeting of the 
special advisory committee of the West- 
ern Union was held in Chicago on Tues- 
day. John M. Thomas, western mana- 
ger of the Aetna and chairman of the 
cemmittee, presided at the sessions 
which were held both morning and af- 
ternoon, Practically all of the western 
members of the committee were present, 
and all of the eastern members were on 
hand with the exception of C. A. Lud- 
lum of the Home and Walter L. Maillot 
of the Phoenix. Those from the east 


attending were Hart Darlington of the ! 


Norwich Union, George M. Lovejoy of 
the Phoenix of Hartford, C. F. Shall- 
cross and R. P. Barbour of the North 
British and W. L. Steele of the Niagara. 


Gratified Over Results 


Ways and means for carrying out the 


enforcement of the separation rule of 
the Western Union were discussed. Aj 
who spoke expressed themselves as 


being gratified with the progress which 
has been made up to date. The West- 
ern Union companies are determined to 
carry out their program and to get their 
affairs squared away so as to conform 
with their rules in every detail. 
Large Cities Later 


Or 
«J 


The members of the special ad- 
visory committee are confronted with 
numerous and difficult problems in car- 
rying out their program. They are 
convinced that the present plan of ac- 
tion must be continued until agency sep- 
aration is completed. The result of their 
work will be to place the business of 
Western Union companies on a solid 


MORE THAN 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
insurance Exchange Bldg, 
CHICAGO 


Fire, Marine 
Vigil 
Tornado 
Hail 

Rent 

Hauele. Elis 





THE NATIONAL 
fcoting. As soon as the separation pro- 
cess has progressed to a_ satisfactory 


point the situation in the large cities will | 


be taken up by the special advisory com- 
mittee, 


Will Carry On 


The men comprising this committee 


recognize that they have a huge task be- | 
fore them, but are willing to take all of | 


the time that is needed to clear the in- 
surance skies. There is bound to be a 
certain amount of strife and turmoil at- 
tached to their work, but now that a 
definite plan of action has been fixed 
upon, they will carry through the pro- 
gram. They feel the public is entilted 
to a uniform commission arrangement 
and that all influences tending to in- 
crease acquisition cost should be dis- 
couraged. 

The men on the committee are con- 
scientious, reasonable and far seeing. 
They believe in this cause and are de- 
fending it. 


Banquet Bell at. Charleston 


The Board of Underwriters of 
Kanawha County gave a banquet last 
week at Charleston, W. Va., honoring 
Frank R. Bell, recently elected presi- 
dent of the National Association of 
surance Agents. Mr. Bell was for many 
years president of the New River 
Agency of Charleston and after the 
consolidation of that firm with Lohmey- 
er-Goldsmith-Patterson Company he be- 


came president of the consolidated 
agency of Patterson, Bell & Crane. He 
is widely known throughout the coun- 


try, as he has been actively interested 
ior many years in matters pertaining to 


the state and National Associations, and | 


his firm is one of the largest local 
agencies in West Virginia. 
Practically all of the local agencies 


belonging to the board were represented 
at the banquet. C. W. and C. 
burg of Huntington, representing the 
state association; Alan Lagergren, sec- 
retary of the local stamping bureau, 
and FE. V. King of the’ West Virginia 
Inspection Bureau were guests of honor. 


/Etna 


In- | 


I. Thorn- | 
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EFFORTS COMMENDED 


| OUTLINES PREVENTION WORK 
| President Bissell of Hartford Reviews 
Various Service Agencies of 

F're Companies 


A most comprehensive analysis of the 
fire prevention program now being un- 
dertaken by fire insurance companies, 
| individually and through the company 
organizations, is given by R. M. Bis- 
sell, president of the Hartford Fire, in 
an article on “Insurance and Fire Pre- 
vention” written by him the com- 
pany’s house organ and appearing in 
the new issue of that paper. Mr. Bis- 
sell gives a thorough analysis of the 


for 


the business from that period when un- | 


| 

| situation and shows the development of 
| derwriting of losses was the sole con- 
| sideration of the company to the pres- 
| ent time, when fire prevention activities 
have grown to be an important function 
| of company work. 


Reviews National 


Mr. Bissell first pointed to the Na- 
tional Board as the great service organ- 
ization of the fire companies, showing 
the fire prevention activities of that or 
ganization and briefly summing them 
up as follows: 

1. Inspection of the municipal fire- 
protective system in all of the larger 
and many of the smaller cities. 

2. Preparation and establishment 
standard building codes. 


Board's Work 


3. Compilation of statistics on the 
destruction of property and the origin 
| of fires. 

4. Publicity campaign for the con 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| servation of property by means of pub 

| licity. 

| 5. The Underwriters’ Laboratories.— 
Another very important work which 

| was fathered by and has always been 


(Cate, 


Insurance Company 


elivedejuth Ofepcigi-iecefest 


RALPH B. IVES, President 


Leasehold 

Use and Occupa 
Profits 
Sprinkler Leaka 
Haigciatl VEU 
Parcel Post 


Tourists’ Baggage 
Salesmen’s Samples 
Transit Floaters 
Automobile Truck Transit 
Explosion 
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largely the National 


Board. 


supported by 
Rating System Benefits 


Another great service institution es- 


tablished by the fire companies was 
given as the rating service. Mr. Bis 
sell pointed out that the enumerated 


list does not cover all the activities of 
the National Board. The second great 
division, however, is found in the rat- 
ing system, which has a direct influence 
on the elimination of unnecessary fires, 
Referring to the increase in fire losses 
in the face of the company work, Mr. 
Bissell said that property values account 
for much of the increase and that, had 
the companies not carried on their pro- 
gram, the would doubtless have 
soared to unbelievable peaks. He con- 
cludes with the statement that the prob- 
lem in the end is entirely up to the in- 
dividual property owner, and the com- 
panies can but counsel and guide him 
along correct lines, 


loss 


Dechert Ill in London 


\W. L. Dechert, head of the 
Dechert Corporation, operating a large 


local agency at Harrisonburg, Va., is 
reported as being seriously ill in Lon- 
don. He was stricken ill while travel- 
ng abroad with Mrs. Dechert. Harry 


lee Dechert, his son, who is associated 
with him in the agency business, has 
been summoned by cable to his bedside. 
Mr. Dechert is a brother of Burton D. 
Dechert, widely known in the Virginia 
and North Carolina special agency field. 


Walker Off For Florida 


H. H Walker, for many years secre- 
tary of the western farm department of 
the Home of New York, who has been 


spending the summer at the North 
Shore Hotel in Evanston, IIL, is leav- 
ing this week for Eustis, Fla., where he 
will remain until late next spring. 

H. N. MeCool, Oklahoma state agent 
for the Security, has returned from a 
visit to the western department of his 
company at Rockford. 


A CENTURY OF SERVICE 


PACIFIC DEPARTMENT 
219-221 Sansome Street 
SAN FRANCISCO 


Losses Paid over $223,000,000 
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Let There Be a Pull Together 


Tue NaTIoNAL ASSOCIATION OF INSUR- 
\NCE AGENTs through its executive com- 
mittee has done a constructive piece of 


work in being the medium through 


has been arranged 
WESTERN UNION 


which a conference 
with delegates from the 
the WESTERN 
held in 


tional 


BuREAU to 
The Na- 


an equal 


INSURANCE 
Nov. 8. 


will 


and 
be Chicago 
\ssociation send 
its own. 

Western 
that 
compa- 
the 


in relationship between these two splen- 


number of delegates of 


Local agents throughout 


Union territory, especially those 


both 
much agitated over 


have Union and Bureau 


nies, are break 


did organizations. There is no discount 
the fact that 


its guides, men 


has 
of 


ing each association 


as of high 


repute, 
who conscientious 


the 


broad training, 


to dk 


are 
and want right thing. 


Che 


mill 


agents are caught between the 


two stones. Through no action of 
placed in an embar- 
Both the Western 

Insurance Bureau 


the 


their own they are 


assing situation. 


Western 


arguments to support 


Union and 


have position 

There 
the 

overshadowed 


they are taking is a lot of good 
should 
at the 
impartial stand 
that 
should be mapped out for these splendid 
The 


confronted 


on both sides of fence. It 


not be Looking 
strictly 


to 


ubject 


poimt it 


irom a 


seems us some way 
insurance 
diffi- 
divided 


men to get together. fire 


business is with many 


culties. There should not be a 


house. There should be some platform 


irranged on which everybody can stand 


satisfactorily and comfortably. The 
joint conference agreement may _ not 
have been the best method to bring 
these two forces together. It may have 


its weaknesses and although serving its 


This is a time to sink personal selfish 
pride and cowardice. 
the 

for 


vanity, 
West 


is a time 


ness, greed, 


\s 
pointed out, it 


President of GLENS FALLS 


wise states 


manship and conservative thinking. 


The 


be 


business cannot afford 
the of 
and linen 


insurance 


10 plunged into maelstrom 


contention have its 
the 


departments. 


public 


courts before insur 


The 


trade 


washed in or 
conflict 


The 


involved. 


ance present 


is one involving difficulties. 
itself 


should be 


public is not greatly 


They settled outside the court 


room or. state insurance department 


office. 
the 


men 


Regardless of the in 
that the 
organizations 


Will it not 


conference 


Issues Case, 


we believe sensible in 


both danger 
the 
Nov. 


whereby 


see great 


ahead. be possible for 


to be held in Chicago, 


8, to reach some agreement 


these issues can be arbitrated or can 


out 
to 


can 


not some method be mapped 


whereby honest men, those desiring 
affiliation 

We 
possible. 
to get 
Nothing 


ying out the 


do right, regardless 


ot 


work together in harmony? believe 
that 

effort 
the right 


gained by 


such a course is Every 


should be made headed in 
direction. is being 


bring artillery and 
having a pitch battle 

lortunately espousing both causes are 
good and true men of high motives and 
unimpeachable The 
of the 


evoly e 


character. agents 
to to 
a plan that will restore harmony 
the 


ina 


country look these men 


place fire insurance business 


the 


and 


in west position where it can 


do constrictive work and where all can 


band toegther for its highest develop 
ment. 

The opportunity is at hand, let it be 
grasped. There need be no sacrifice in 


principle in doing the right thing. 


Results of Government Ownership 


day and generation well, the time may 

have come for some new alignment. 
Att who are concerned in preserving 

the right of private initiative and keep- 


ing the government out of business are 


interested in the recent statement of 
the premier of Australia that govern- 
mental operation of ships there has re- 


sulted in bankruptcy. The Australian 
fleet has been operated by 
It has taken $30,000,000 out 
pockets of the Australian people, 
but the operation has not been success- 
ful standpoint. The 
big fleet was taken over during the war 
under favorable conditions. 


ships were 


the govern- 
ment. of 
the 
from a monetary 
Australian 


operating free from all re- 


strictions imposed on other 

The the 
statement loss 
$14,000,000 


shipping. 


figures in prime minister’s 


show a in operation of 
The new 
shipping board is to take over the fleet 
at $23,000,000 and a great $11,000,000 
dock at $2,000,000. The original 
cost of the fleet was $70,000,000. As is 
shrunk two-thirds. 

in Australia along 
lines is a good example of 
what taxpayers may be 


in two years. 


yard 


shown, it has now 
This experiment 
socialistic 
called upon to 
endure where the government attempts 
to operate a private business. It pays to 
keep government out of business. 





One of the proudest fathers in the in- 
surance fraternity in Milwaukee is 
William Schneider, manager of the home 
office local department of the Concordia 
Fire. Mr. Schneider has reason to be 
proud. His son, “Al” Schneider, is first 
string quarterback on the University of 
Wisconsin football team, and _  dis- 
tinguished himself in the conference 
game with Indiana on Oct. 20 in which 
the Wisconsin team trampeled_ the 
Hoosiers something like 52 to 0. News- 
paper sport writers said that Schneider 
“handled the team like a veteran, punted 
well and carried the ball aggressively.” 
Being in his first year on the ‘varsity, 
young Schneider has a record any daddy 
could be proud of. 

Home Office 
F. White of the 


General 

Sun, who has been vis- 
iting its agencies in this country for 
some weeks past, is expected to return 
to New York within a few days and ‘iil 
sail for London Nov. 3. Mr. White is 
not a stranger in the United States, hav- 
ing crossed the Atlantic a number 
times in recent years, thus keeping in 
close personal touch with underwriting 
and general business conditions here. 


Manager 


ot 


H. E. Taylor, publicity manager for 
the American of Newark, and respons 
ible for the effective advertising matter 


was married 
Haufler at the Lincoln 
Park Hotel, Newark, Oct. 27. Nearly 
100 relatives and friends were present 
at the ceremony and the subsequent re- 
ception. After a honeymoon at Atlantic 
City the newly wedded couple will be 
at home in their recently —- resi- 
dence in Irvington, N. J. Mrs. Taylos 
before becoming her husband's “boss” 
was his secretary at the 


put forth by that company, 
to Miss Evelyn J. 


American office 


August Rebhan, 
\ugust Rebhan 
Milwaukee, and Mrs. Bertha 
Toronto, Can., were married at 
kee, Oct. 27. Mr. 
throughout the 
been 


the 


of 


president 
Insurance 


ol 
\gency 
Brayley ot 
Milwau- 
Rebhan ts well known 
insurance world, having 
prominently identified with state 
and national insurance activities for 
many vears. He is vice president of the 
Milwaukee Board and is prominent in 
the club life of the city. 


Frank M. Drake, 
agent in Kentucky for the Hanover, and 
later for the North America, received 
much commendation last week when he 
refused as assistant commonwealth’s at- 


formerly special 


torney at Louisville to prosecute Po 
lice Captain E. J. Blocher, indicted by 
the grand jury, in a case in which cer- 
tain politicians were charged to be en 
deavoring to get Blocher’s scalp, and 
embarass the chief of police. Mr. Drake 
also resigned his position as assistant 
commonwealth attorney, when the mat- 
ter reached a showdown stage For 
months, it is charged, the political ma- 
chine has been endeavoring to discredit 
the Louisville police department. Cap- 
tain Blocher has been especially active 


in breaking up bootlegging. 


Harvey W. Russ, { —_— manager of 
the Underwriters Adjusting Company in 
Chicago and at the present time manager 


of the Boston, Mass., branch office of 
the General Adjusting Company, was in 
Chicago this week visiting old friends 
for a short time. This was Mr. Russ’s 
first visit to Chicago since he went east 
to assume his present position. While 
head of the Underwriters Adjusting 


Company in Chicago, Mr. Russ made a 
large number of friends throughout the 
middle west. 

Julius F. Smietanka, secretary of the 
Great Lakes of Chicago, a prominent 
attorney, has been nominated by the 
Democratic party for the superior court 
bench in Cook county. Mr. Smietanka 
is a member of the Chicago Board of 
Education, being appointed in May of 
this year by Mayor Dever. He served 
as a member of the board from 1909 to 














JULIUS F. 
Secretary Great Lakes of Chicago, 


SMIETANKA 
Who 
Is a Candidate for Judge 

collector oi 


appointed — by 


1914. Then he became 
ternal revenue, being 
President Woodrow Wilson. After six 
years of service he resigned to devote 
himself to the practice of law. He is a 
director of the Northwestern Trust & 
Savings Bank, Union State Bank 
South Chicago, Depositors State Bank 
and Second Northwestern State Bank, 
all of Chicago. He is also a director oi 
the Republic Realty & Mortgage Cor- 
poration. Mr. Smietanka was born in 
Chicago in 1872 and has been a mem- 
ber of the bar since 1894. He is a grad 
uate the Chicago Kent College 
Law. 


nl 


ot 


ot ot 


Fred J. Sauter, the Chicago local 
agent who was recently appointed Cook 
county manager of the Aetna to take 
effect Jan. will be the guest of honor 
at a dinner to be given at the Brevoort 
Hotel in Chicago next Monday evening 
by the ar eee ‘Nominz iting Commit 
tee.” Mr. Sauter is one of the founders 
and a charter member of this influential 
organization. Like the Ku Klux Klan, 
the Nominating Committee guards its 
membership list carefully. The identity 
- all who are affiliated with it not 
known. It can, however, be stated that 
at next Monday’s festivities Rockwood 
Hosmer of R. W. Hosmer & Co. of 
Chicago will oblige with a few of his 
choicest offerings. Frank W. Sargeant, 
president of the New Hampshire, will 


ot is 





be an honorary guest. 
Upon his leaving Hartford to return 
to Cincinnati to associate with Stanley 


Spragens, general agent of the Connecti 
cut Fire, Joseph Block was presented 
by his coworkers in the Phoenix office 
with a gold watch and chain. 

John C. Harty, a veteran Iowa field 
man, who had been for a number of 
years northwest Iowa special agent of 
the Central National department of the 
Connecticut Fire, died last week at his 
home at Fort Dodge, Ia., following a 
collapse three weeks earlier. 


Claris Adam of the law firm of Tur- 
ner, Adams, Merrill & Locke of Indian- 
apolis and Chicago, will talk on fire in- 
surance before the Detroit Rotary Club. 
Nov. 21. Mr. Adams was engaged by 
the Rotary Club to make a number of 
addresses in lower Michigan last fall. 
but could not arrange with the Detroit 
Club at that time. 


H, H. Rassweiler of Naperville, Ill. 
on Nov. 2 will round out 50 years of 
agency service with the North America 
and Aetna. He took the agency of these 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 38) 
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CONWAY SPEAKS AT LUNCHEON | AGAINST JOHNSON & HIGGINS 


Head of Cincinnati Salvage Corps 
Addresses the Conference of Ohio 
Farmers Local Agents 


Agents of the Ohio Farmers in the 
southwestern part of Ohio held a con- 
ference in Cincinnati Monday. Presi- 
dent F. H. Hawley and Assistant Sec- 
retary N. R. Chalfant were present. J. 
J. Conway, superintendent of the Cin- 
cinnati Salvage Corps addressed the 
agents at their noon luncheon, advocat- 
ing passage of the taxation law. Cap- 
tain Conway said that Cincinnati was in 
such condition at the present time that 
the fire department could not take care 
of two big fires at the same time. He 
said it had been a strain on the resources 
of the department to send the two com- 
panies to Georgetown two weeks ago 
and that Cincinnati taxpayers would un- 
doubtedly object to sending help to out 
side cities if fire department conditions 
were not improved. The Cincinnati de- 
partment, he said, had purchased no hose 
and no apparatus for a long time and 
therefore it was certain that a day of 
reckoning would come. He believed that 
all i insurance agents should be interested 
in passage of the Taft act since nearly 
all cities of the state were in the same 
position as Cincinnati. 





Fire 
ing to 


caused a loss of $70,000, 
estimates, in the 


accord- 
plant of the 


American Awning & Tent Company in 
Cleveland. Battalion Chief Walter J. 
tead lost his life while fighting the fire. 





License for Corporation to Do Agency 
Business in Ohio Denied Second 
Time in Year 


COLUMBUS, O., Oct. 29.—For the 
second time within a year a license to 
do an agency business has been denied 
an Ohio corporation to be sponsored by 
Johnson & Higgins. The first Johnson 
& Higgins company was organized some 
months ago as an Ohio corporation. The 
second company, which was refused a 
license last week, is only a proposed cor- 
poration. The firm decided to make ap- 
lication for the license before going to 
the trouble of organizing the company. 

In the first instance application was 
made to B. W. Gearheart, then superin- 
tendent of the insurance department. It 
was referred to the attorney general, on 


whose adverse opinion Superintendent 
Conn, who had succeeded Mr. Gearheart 
in the meantime, turned the application 


down. W. H. Tomlinson, secretary and 
general counsel of the Ohio Association 
of Insurance Agents, represented the 
‘vents both before the department and 
the attorney general’s office. 

In presenting the latest application, it 
was stated that the proposed Ohio cor- 
poration would be different from the firs< 
cne in several important features. David 
Rumsey, formerly vice-president and 
general counsel of the Continental, pre- 
pared and presented the new application. 
| Again Judge Tomlinson represented the 





while Mr. Rumsey was aided by 
Vorys, who served as superin- 
tendent of insurance some years ago and 
is now a director and counsel of the Ohio 
Farmers and Ohio counsel for the Asso- 
ciation of Stock Casualty Insurance 
Companies, and Edgar L. Weinland, at- 


agents, 


torney, who is a son of J. A. Weinland, 
Ohio state agent of the Fire Associa- 
tion. 


NO PRESSURE USED IN OHIO 


Agents Puzzled to Know What Brought 
About the Break Between the Two 
Organizations 


Agents in Ohio representing both the 
Union and Bureau. companies are report- 


ing that the Union companies are not 
taking any hurried steps to make 
changes. In fact, some of them declare 
they have been assured by their Union 


companies that nothing is going to be 
done in a hurry. It is understood also 
that a number of the special agents, rep 
resentatives of Union companies, have 
been informed that the Ohio Farmers 
and the Ohio state mutuals are to be 
disre garded in their handling of agencies, 
that is, some Union companies at least 
will not seek to disturb their representa- 
tion *» agencies where the Ohio Farm- 
ers and the state mutuals are represented. 
It is plain that the agents are puzzled 
by the situation. Their first question is 
always, “What really caused the break? 
They say that they have seen nothing in 
the press which seems to them — ate 
to explain what took place and they be- 
lieve that all of the facts have not been 
made known or that the separation took 
place for reasons which they do not 
grasp. 





WENTWORTH MAKES ADDRESS 


Secretary of the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association Talks to the Cin- 
cinnati Insurance Society 


The first meeting of the season of the 
Cincinnati Insurance Society was held 
last week. This is the real live organ 
ization of fire insurance people in Cin 
cinnati. While composed of the em 
ployes of the various offices, the meet 
ings are always attended by a large num 
ber of agents and others. This year’s 
president is J. H. Burlingame of the 
Western Adjustment. Secretary Frank 
lin H. Wentworth of the N. F. P. A 
was the speaker, and he made one of his 
entertaining and instructive addresses on 
fire prevention. Among those present 
were Capt. J. J. Conway, Mayor Car 
rel and Safety Director Tudor of the 
city administration Mr. Wentworth 
spoke of Capt. Conway as one of the 
great fire preventionists of the country 
and as the man largely responsible for 
Cincinnati's low fire loss. He traced the 
history of fire prevention and of the ef 
forts of the N. F. P. A. to educate the 
public. He showed how the principles 
of fire prevention were slowly gaining 
ground and how insurance men are find 
ing it to their interest to help the pub 
lic reduce their fire risks 


Mayor Carrel a Speaker 


Mayor Carrel spoke for the proposed 
bond issue and pointed out the defi 
ciencies in the fire department due to 
lack of funds. 


Over 100 were in attendance and much 
interest was aroused in the society's 
program for the ensuing year which in- 





LOYAL TO FRIENDS, AND TO LOYAL AGENTS, LOYAL 





Neal Bassett, President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. 
A. H. Hassinger, 
Wells T. Bassett, 


and Treas. 
Secretary 
Secretary 


FIREMEN’S 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Newark, N. J. 


Organized 1855 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital .....$2,250,000.00 

All other 
liabilities. . 

Net Surplus.. 


9,004,301.01 
4,436,386.20 


$15,690,687.21 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$6,686,386.20 








Henry M. Gratz, 
Neal Bassett, 
John Kay, V ice-Pres. and Treas. 

Davis G. Vaughan, Secretary 
. Hassinger, Secretary 
‘Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


Girard F&M. 


INSURANCE CoO. 
of Philadelphia 
Organized 1853 
Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital 
All other 

liabilities... 2,665,678.50 
Net Surplus.. 1,110,233.48 


Total .......$4,775,911.98 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$2,110,233.48 


President 
Vice-Pres. 














Neal Bassett, President 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. 
John A. Snyder, Secretary 
A. H. Hassinger, Secretary 
Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


MECHANICS 


INSURANCE CO. 


of Philadelphia 
Organized 1854 


and Treas. 


Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 


Capital -$ 600,000.00 

All other 
liabilities. . 

Net Surplus.. 


1,916,251.22 
945,537.10 





. $3,461,788.32 


Policyholders Surplus, 
$1,545,537.10 











H. M. Schmitt, 
Neal Bassett, 
John Kay, Vice-Pres. and Treas. 
Thos. A. Hathaway, Secretary 

A. H. Hassinger,: Secretary 

Wells T. Bassett, Secy. 


National 
Ben Franklin 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
of Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Organized 1866 
Statement January 1, 1923 
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
Capital _$1,000,000.00 
All other 
liabilities. . 
Net Surplus. . 


President 
ice-Pres. 


1,329,033.00 
1,452,589.00 





Total Assets .$3,781,622.00 


Surplusto Policyholders, 
$2,452,589.00 











Western Department— 137 South La Salle Street—Chicago, Illinois 
WAITE BLIVEN, Vice-President 


H. R. M. Smith, Assistant Secretary 


J. H. Gwinn, General Supt. of Agents 
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MANSFIELD, OH/0 


Ohio’s Largest and Strongest 
Automobile Insurance Company 


ee ageeragg <a 
Gommpeny YY The fact that approximately 


Far in the Lead 


one car out of every ten in 
Ohio is insured by The Great 
American is convincing evi- 
dence that this progressive in- 
stitution is ‘‘the people's fa- 
vorite automobile insurance 


? 
company. 








H. M. BARFIELD 


President 


Secretary 


H. S. BASSETT 


Buckeye National Fire 
Insurance Co. 


Surplus to Policyholders - 


CHARLES H. HARRADEN 
Managing Underwriter 


$149,508.34 





ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT MAKING SPLENDID PROGRESS 








OHIO AND MICHIGAN AGENTS WANTED 








Territory in Ohio, Indiana, [Hinois, 


The Best Field in the Insurance Business 
Today is Live Stock Insurance 


We want good men who work among farmers and stockmen to communicate with us 


THE KASKASKIA LIVE STOCK INSURANCE CO. 


Missouri, lowa and Pennsylvania 




















INCORPORATED 
Heme Office ~ - - Shelbyville, Illinois 
AUTOMOBILE a 
INSURANCE Bis INSURANCE 
FIRE Aa oN = PLATE 
COLLISION = GLASS 
PROPERTY HOME OFFICE f= DAY TON. OHIO Agents, 
an ante 
LIABILITY INS SY SS ANY in Ohio 
IN ONE Fro 
J. R. JONES 
POLICY URANCE COMP. i, R. JONES 


Gross Surplus for Protection of Policy-Holders, $183,409.44 




















GUSTAVUS REMAR, JR., President 
SAMUEL P. RODGERS, Secretary 


CASH CAPITAL 
TOTAL ASSETS 


iNSURANCE. 





308-310 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS 


FIRE, TORNADO, AUTOMOBILE, LIGHTNING, RENT, USE and OCCUPANCY 
AGENTS WANTED WHERE NOT REPRESENTED. 


JOHN J. P. RODGERS, Vice President and Treasurer 
J. N. GIFFORD, Secretary 


. .$1,000,000.00 
.5,187,113.11 
2,068,338.42 








Industrial Fire 





January 


Capital $300,000 


_— 


F. R. Ormsby, Pres. G. E. Hutchings, Secy. 


AKRON, 


Surplus to Policyholders $387,499 
Total Admitted Assets $1,159,061 


Joseph Winum, Treas. & Asst. Sec. 


Insurance Co. 
OHIO 


1, 1923 














An Ohio Company writing business through Ohio Agents. 
Why not represent an Ohio Company? 


AGENTS WANTED 











UNDERWRITER 


cludes somé of the national figures in 


insurance. 


UNDERWRITERS OHIO CHANGE 


Toledo and Columbus Branch Offices 
to Open in Near Future— Man- 
agers in Charge. 


The Underwriters’ Adjusting Com 
pany of Chicago is opening a branch 
office Noy. 1 in the Ohio gh naps at 
Toledo, in charge of H. H. McFern, 
formerly resident adjuster at the Grand 
Rapids branch, as manager. Mr. Mc- 
Fern will be assisted by E. M. Neu- 





H. H. MeFERN 
hausel, formerly an independent ad- 
juster at Toledo. The new office will 
cover loss work in 12 counties in Ohio 
and three in Michigan. 
The new branch office of the Under- 
writers’ Adjusting Company at Colum- 





R. M. PETERSON 


bus, O., in the Hartman building, will 
open Nov. 12. R. Peterson, for- 
merly resident adjuster at the Youngs- 
town branch, will be in charge. He will 
be assisted by William R. Drake, at 
one time a field man for the Concordia 
and later staff adjuster at Cleveland. 
The Columbus office will handle losses 
in the central portion of the state. R. 
I’, Walters, formerly staff adjuster at 
Cincinnati, has been made resident ad- 
juster at Youngstown, the office being 
mnder the supervision of the Cleveland 
branch, 


Institute Chapter for Cleveland 
CLEVELAND, O., Oct. Within a 
short time this city may have a local 
chapter of the Insurance Institute of 
America. Officials of that organization 
haxe expressed a desire to organize such 
a chapter and have asked the Fire Insur- 


° 
30 











November 1, 1923 
ance Club to aid them in stirring the 
agents up to the desirability of taking 
advantage of an active branch of their 
work. 

Other than the club, there are no fire 
insurance organizations of any kind in 
Cleveland at present, and the younger peo- 


ple especially are missing a great deal of 
information that makes for success in the 
business. For this reason, this proposi- 
tion meeting with favor. 


is 


Sandusky in Good Condition 


O., is in good condition from 
a fire hazard point view, according to 
Deputy State Fire Marshal Magruder of 
Ohio, who conducted an inspection in that 
city a few days He said that the fire 
department and the equipment 
satisfactory. More firemen are needed, 
however, he said. The condition of the 
waterworks and electrical wiring generally 
is satisfactory. 


Sandusky, 


of 


ago. 


is efficient 





Cincinnati Date Not Decided 
COLUMBUS, O., Oct. 
Conn has been invited to be the guest of 
honor at a dinner to be given by the Fire 
Underwriters Association of Cincinnati. 
The announcement says that the dinner 
is intended to show the association’s “ap- 
preciation and approvai of Mr. Conn’s poli- 
cies and official course.” Mr. Conn has 
been permitted to select the date for the 


30—Superintendent 


dinner, which will probably be in the 
week of Nov. 19, the exact date not yet 
having been fixed because of Mr. Conn’s 


other engagements about that time. 





New Fire Extinguisher Company 


The Fire Chief Extinguisher Company 


has been organized at Columbus, O., for 
the purpose of manufacturing a new 
type of fire extinguisher. The extin- 
guisher is now being made in Chicago, 
but a plant is to be started in Columbus 
within 30 days. R. F. Fisher is president 
of the company; W. H. Payne, secretary 
and treasurer, and G. Pat Carroll, sales 


manager. It is asserted that the chemi- 
cal product is said to contain non-poison- 
ous ingredients that can be thrown on 
the finest silk without damaging it. 


Blame Aviators for Fires 


A series of fires in Fairfield county, 
the latest being 


O., 
that which destroyed a 
barn on the farm of J. B. Alsach near 
Carroll, with a loss of $10,000, is at- 
tributed to aviators. The county grange 
believes that the aviators toss their cigar- 
ettes out of their machines and these fall 
in dry grass, setting it afire. The grange 
intends to take the matter up with state 
authorities. 


Hampton Leaves Ohio Department 


COLUMBUS, O., Oct. 30—K. S. Hamp- 
ton, who has been in charge of the license 
division of the Ohio insurance department 
for several years, has resigned, effective 
Nov. 1, to become manager and attorney 
for the Ohio Association of Commercial 
Haulers. He also will specialize in the 
practice of insurance law. Mr. Hampton 
entered the state insurance department 


under former Superintendent Gearheart, 
and has a wide acquaintance among in- 
surance men and business men generally. 


Now Locks the Stable Door 


Georgetown, O., which experienced a se- 


vere fire about two weeks ago because 
the fire hose burst when it was placed in 
use, has purchased 1,200 feet of new fire 


hose and will take 
its fire protection. 


other steps to improve 


John W. Covert Resigns 
John W. Covert, vice-president and 


manager of the surety and special risk 
department of E. P. Lenihan Company of 


Cleveland, has resigned. He expects to 
continue business in some capacity at 
Cleveland. He has been in his present 
position for four years. For five years 
previous to that he was with Willcox, 
Peck & Hughes, brokers in New York 
City. 


Renew Fight for Fireworks Law 

COLUMBUS, O., Oct. 30—An effort will 
be made in the next session of the legis- 
lature to have a fireworks law passed. A 
measure introduced by Senator Bender of 
Cleveland last year was defeated. The 
increased number of deaths from fireworks 
in the rural sections last July will be 
used as an argument for the proposed law. 


Ohio Notes 

Defective wiring caused 

000 in the granite plant of the MacGee- 
Starr company at Mt. Vernon. O. 

The inspection which was to have 


a loss of $50,- 


been 
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held at Youngstown, O., 
eancelled because of the 
campaign. 

Austin McElroy 


this week, 


have 
local 


of divisions under 
financing plan _ for 


was | insurance men of Columbus, O., 

political! been placed in charge 
| the city’s central 
benevolent purposes. 


and Fritz Lichtenberg 
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ADOPT THE STANDARD CLAUSE| ACTION BY QUINCY AGENTS 
Building madidinn League of Illinois 
Accepts Uniform Mortgage Provi- 
sion of the National Board 








Complain of the Deaeanes Brought 
About Owing to Disruption of 
the Conference Agreement. 


At the annual meeting of the Build- At the meeting of the Quincy Board, 
ing Association League of Illinois, held | Quincy, Ill, held Oct. 27, resolutions 
at St. Louis, a resolution was adopted | Were passed, outlining its position in the 


recommending the acceptance by the 
league members of the use of the 
form standard mortgage clause No. 127, 
being the National Board = standard Whereas, the 
mortgage clause, writers is a 

Heretofore there have been many long | °f 
form mortgage clauses used by loan 
companies, some of which contain pro- 
visions not in accord with policy con- 


present controversy between the West- 
Union and Western Insurance Bu- 
rhe resolutions are as follows: 


uni- | ern 
reau. 


Quincey Board of Under- 

firm believer in the policy 

conference, cooperation and in the 

American agency system; ana, 
Whereas, there has been an abroga- 

tion of working agreement between the 

IS] pa “ agate two groups of insurance co anies 

ditions. The action of the Illinois known oe the Senean ama Unien, which 

eague “is heartily approved by the in-j] agreement has been effective for a num- 

surance companies as it is thought it will] ber of years; and, 

result in a general acceptance of form Whereas, in consequence 

No, 127 by the numerous building and | &@tion of this working agreement 

loan associations of the state. The com- | t#!" classes of agencies, 

panies are hoping that similar resolu- maaeed Sueneten, are 

tions will be adopted in other states, “ar a 

thus eliminating the several individual 

and improper forms now in use. 


of the abro- 

cer- 
known as 
being compelled to 
which group of companies they 
will represent; and, 

Whereas, the local agents have never 
had a voice in the affairs of either the 
Bureau or Union organizations and are 
not the ones to be because 
of their disputes; and, 

Whereas, this compulsory choice is 
autocratic and un-American, and will re- 
sult in a disturbance of the agents’ 
business and be detrimental to the in- 
suring public and the insurance com- 
panies, and contrary to the ideals of 
personal liberty in that the agents will 
no longer have a right to choose the 
companies they wish to represent; and, 

Whereas, the laws of,some of the sis- 
ter states of Illinois prevent the com- 
panies or a group of companies from 
interfering with the agents in their 
choice of companies they wish to repre- 
sent, it is deplored that the agents of 
Illinois must bear the brunt of the evil 
effects of the dissension between the 
Bureau and Union associations. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved, 
we urge all local, state and national 
ce organizations of insurance agents to 
Confer on Peoria Tax use their best efforts and moral suasion 

PEORIA, ILL., Oct. 30—Committees of | toward the end that the harmonious re- 
the Peoria Insurance Exchange have been lations that existed for Saline) it years 
in conference with members of the county po Ta ee ee 
board of review to reach an agreement —" 
upon what premiums are _ subject to 
county tax. The agents, at a previous 
conference, decided to ask for time to The fire prevention committee of the 
interview their companies before send- |Chamber of Commerce of Logansport, 
ing in a report of taxes collected. This | Ind., is arranging for an inspection of 
was granted, There is a question whether | that city Nov. 7, which will be conducted 
some forms of insurance written by fire | by the Indiana Fire Prevention Associa- 
companies should be liable to the tax | tion. Dinner will be served in the 
which is imposed by the statute of 1869 | evening by business and factory men and 
on fire, marine and inland navigation. | reports for inspections will be made at 
Glen E. Mendenhall, president of the ex- | that time. 
change, will later name a committee 
which will contend that these are the 
only forms subject to the tax. 





penalized 
Losses at East St. Louis 
Two brothers, Louis and William Rout- 
man of East St. Louis, shared the 
greater part of a $50,000 loss resulting 
from two fires in the Illinois city. The 
night of Oct. 25 fire destroyed the White 
Star Gas & Oil Company plant, Eleventh 
and Converse avenue, East St. Louis, and 
the adjoining building of the National 
Iron & Metal Company, both of which 
belonged to Louis Routman. The loss 
was estimated at $10,000, partly covered 
by insurance. Earlier in the day the dry 
goods store and meat market and grocery 
conducted by William Routman at 4000 
Bond avenue was practically destroyed, 
the loss to the building and contents 
being placed at $20,000. The origin of 
both fires is unknown. 
that 


Will Inspect Logansport 


Indiana Notes 


Clyde W. Blackard, recently appointed 





Indiana state agent of the New Hamp- 

shire Fire, has taken office at 1004 Na- 

To Make Kankakee Addresses tional City Bank building in Indian- 

. i a pan apolis. Byron Moore, state agent of the 

_C. J. Doyle of Springfield, Ill., asso- | Granite State and County Fire, also has 
ciate general counsel of the National | office in the same quarters. 

soard, will address the Kiwanis Club at H. O. Phillips, Indiana state agent of 
Kankakee, Ill., Nov. 5. T. : 


Alfred Flem- | the 
ing, head of the conservation department 
of the National Board in New York, will 
address the Chamber of Commerce of 
Kankakee, Ill., Nov. 8. Mr. Doyle is presi- 


Hanover, had as guests in 
apolis last week Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Hub- 
bard and Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Higley, who 
stopped over as they were motoring to 
Florida to make their future homes. Mr. 
. . ~seaffe : | Hubbard was former vice-president of 
dent of the Rotary Club at Springfield, | the company and Mr. Higley was Minne- 
Il, sota state agent. 


Indian- 


May Revoke Tax Ordinance 
It is 


Illinois Notes 


of W. L. Hadley, Edwards- 
was badly damaged by fire 
' ; ss being estimated at $25,- 
placing a special tax on sprinkler connec- Bei Bcmage Boor gees ote $15. 
tions. The ¢ hamber of Commerce is con- | 999, while the building was valued at 
ducting a vigorous fight against the meas- | $50,000. 


now 
| 
| 
ure and the city has agreed to make a | The 


considered 
Evansville, Ind., 


that 
its ordinance 


probable 
will revoke 


The home 
ville, IIL, 
Oct. 25, the 
000, The 





Morton 


Corporation, Morton, II1., 
manufacturers 


of grain elevators and 
hog specialties, sustained a fire loss of 
$30,000 when fire swept the property and 
was checked from surrounding buildings 
only after a long fight. The flames 
spread rapidly from the office section of 
the building. The loss is covered by in- 
surance. 


change if it can find some other way to 
colleet the seven thousand dollars an- 
nually which the sprinkler tax would have 
brought into the treasury. The issue may 
not be decided at once, but those who favor 
taking the charge off are confident that 
the charge will not stick. 
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Arkansas that commands theconfidence 
of every local agent. From an idea 
in 1905 this institution has grown to 
one of $1,750,711.46 assets and 
$500,000 paid up capital. 


Wherever the Home Fire is located 
you will find a satisfied agent. 


We have excellent agency oppor- 
tunities in Arkansas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi. 


Home Fire Insurance Co. 
of Little Rock, Arkansas | 
































1871 “Superior Service Satisfies’’ 1923 


Superior Fire Insurance Company 


PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
Capital Aascta Pelicyhelders’ Sarplas 
$800,000.00 $3,806,949.41 $1,514,962.03 
Writes 


FIRE, TORNADO, RIOT, USE and OCCUPANCY 


A. H. TRIMBLE, Pres. EDW. HEER, Vice-Pres. and Secy. 











CLEARY ann WINZER 


CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
Specializing in Insurance Accounting 


29 South La Salle Street 
CHICAGO 














Nearly Fifty Years of success under same management 
INCORPORATED 1876 


THE OHIO MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


Total Cash Assets $417,483.06 SALEM, OHIO Net Cash Surplus $296,727.19 
Losses Paid Since Organization, $1,480,796.59 
J. R. VERNON, President J. AMBLER, Secretary 








The National Underwriter 


The Big Insurance News Service 


Publishing weekly the fresh news $4.00 per Year 


gathered by 200 specialists. CHICAGO CINCINNATI NEW YORK 




















STATES OF THE NORTHWEST 














FORMING NEW LOCAL BOARDS 


Three More Wisconsin Cities in Line— 
President Fish Announces Com- 
mittees for Year 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 30.— 
Waukesha, Madison and Watertown are 
among the Wisconsin towns making 
preparations to form local boards affili- 
ated with the Wisconsin Association of 
Insurance Agents, according to Joseph 
Grundle, secretary. The present admin- 
istration of the state association is mak- 
ing particular efforts to induce its mem- 
bers in various Wisconsin cities to form 
local boards for their own welfare. A 
movement to start local boards in Beaver 
Dam and Sturgeon Bay, Wis., is now 
under way, and with the addition of 
Waukesha, Madison and Watertown, 
should get the local board idea in full 
operation in the state. 

Appointment of new committees for 
the Wisconsin association is announced 
by President Fisk of Green Bay as fol- 
lows: Fire prevention, H. A. Bird, 
Beaver Dam; Henry Eckstein, Milwau- 
kee; Lee J. Moss, Superior; G. H. Bun- 
ther, Sheboygan; Carl Emmerling, 
Watertown. Membership, Arthur Setz, 
Waterloo; Lillian Dunnegan, Eau Claire, 
and Monroe Porth, Milwaukee. Legis- 
lative, Henry Boland, Green Bay; J. N. 
Hobbins, Madison, and August Rebhan, 
Milwaukee. Officers of the association 
elected at the 25th anniversary meeting 
in Madison a short time ago are Earl 
Fisk, Green Bay, president; W. B. Cal- 
houn, Milwaukee; Mrs. John West, 
Oshkosh, and H. J. Bowell, Merrill, 
vice-presidents; Joseph G. Grundle, Mil- 
waukee, secretary-treasurer. 


Push State Fund at Sheboygan 


Placing of fire insurance amounting to 
more than $1,000,000 is involved in ne- 
gotiations now being carried on between 
the board of education of Sheboygan, 
Wis., -representatives of fire insurance 
companies and the state fire fund. 

A representative of the state fund ap- 
peared before the board and cited a 25 
percent lower premium and an appraisal 
of all school property that would be ac- 
cepted as final in case of adjustment, as 
the superior features of his offer. Rep- 
resentatives of the stock companies 
represented by Sheboygan agents also 
appeared, giving quick payment and the 
fact that they were local business men 
as the leading advantages of their type 


of insurance. The matter will be de- 
cided at the November meeting of the 
board. 


The city of Madison recently considered 


a similar proposition and turned down 
the state fund. 
Minneapolis Insurance Club 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 30—As- 


sistant Attorney General Youngquist was 
the principal speaker at the regular 
monthly meeting of the Insurance Club 
of Minneapolis last week. He discussed 
legal features of the insurance business 





and explained some points puzzling to 
members of the club. 
Big Duluth Warehouse Loss 
DULUTH, MINN., Oct. 29.—With the 


complete destruction of the Cutler-Mag- 
ner Company's salt refinery and building 
and an adjoining lime and cement ware- 
house a loss of $105,000 was involved on 
building; $40,000 on machinery and $225,- 
000 on contents. The loss was fully cov- 
ered in lines distributed between the In- 
surance Service Agency, the Prindle- 
Jones Co. and six other offices. 

The fire originated from a series of 
explosions in the salt refinery and the 
flames spread so rapidly in the frame 
corrugated iron covered building that the 
fire department confined its efforts to 
preventing the conflagration spreading to 
adjoining property including the Mc- 
Dougall Terminal Warehouse and the Soo 
Line freight sheds. 

The Cutler-Magner Company has 
already let a contract for the replace- 
ment of its plant. It will be of reinforced 
concrete construction and will entail an 
outlay of $225,000. 


LARGE MINNEAPOLIS MERGER 


Conklin-Zonne-Harrison Agency Is 
Consolidated With the Branch Office 
of Marsh & McLennan 


MINNEAFOLIS, MINN., Oct. 31. 
One of the largest mergers if not the 
largest in local agency circles in the 
northwest has been consummated, the 
Conklin-Zonne-Harrison Agency, com- 
bining with Marsh & McLennan in the 
latter’s branch office here. The consoli- 
dated agency will be conducted under 
the name of Marsh & McLennan. The 
resident partners of Marsh & McLen- 
nan consist of F. S. Head, F. A. Man- 
nen and C. S. Wartenbe. J. M. Harri- 
son and A. E. Zonne will now be added 
to the list. In this merger Marsh & 
McLennan take the leading place in the 
northwest in point of directly controlled 
business. The real estate and rental 
business of the Conklin-Zonne-Loomis 
Company is not involved in the mer 
ger. However, the offices of the latter 
concern will adjoin those of Marsh & 
McLennan and together will occupy 
most of the fifth floor of the National- 
Soon Line Building. The active partners 
in the Marsh & McLennan office will be 
Messrs. Head, Wartenbe and Harrison. 
Both of these agencies are live ones in 
every respect. They control a large 
amount of business and are big factors 
in the local field. 


PLANS MADE FOR CONVENTION 


South Dakota Association of Insurance 
Agents Will Hold Its Meeting 
Last Week of January. 
ABERDEEN, S. D., Oct. 31.—Pres- 
ident J. E. Gorder of the South Dakota 


Association of Jnsurance Agents is 
planning a program for the annual 
meeting which will probably be held 


the last week in January. W. L. Com- 
stock of Mitchell is vice president and 
B. M. Beech of Huron is secretary and 
treasurer. The South Dakota associa- 
tion has seven regional directors: W. 
H. Maul, Huron; J. G. Thomas, Dead- 
wood: E. S. Knowles, Sioux Falls; F. 
R. Meadows, Watertown; E. J. Engler, 
Ipswich; Fred C. McCain, Rapids City, 
and Harry Volz, Winner. 
Names of Speakers 


Secretary Walter H. Bennett of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, Richard E. Vernor of Chicago, 
head of the fire prevention department 
of the Western Actuarial Bureau In- 
surance Commissioner Van Camp and 
Spencer Welton, vice president of the 
Fidelity & Deposit, have all accepted 
invitations to speak. The Aberdeen 
local agents have appointed a local com- 
mittee to take charge of the convention 
arrangements as the meeting will be 
help in this city. President Gorder 
states that the meeting in Aberdeen will 
be held during the same week as the 
meeting of the North and South Dakota 
Blue Goose. He believes that the meet- 
ing will be much larger in attendance 
than the one at Sioux Falls last year. 


Egan Denied Appeal 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D., Oct. 29—The 
South Dakota supreme court last week de- 
nied the appeal of George W. Egan of this 
city in the fraud case arising from fire 
loss on a part of his property. Mr. Egan’s 
case has been one of the prominent cases 
in South Dakota in the past three years, 
arising in May, 1920, when complaint was 
filed, charging him with presenting a false 
claim and proof of loss to the Firemen’s 
of Newark. He carried policies aggregat- 
ing $27,500 on some country property and 
claimed fire loss in November of 1919 of 
$30,000 and suit was instituted in 1920. 
the loss to be little over $2,000 instead of 





$30,000 and suit was instituted in 1910. 
He appealed the case through the lower 
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A Company for Good 
Agents 





Eighteen years of continuous progress 
have molded a reputation for the 
Home Fire Insurance Company of 
Arkansas that commands theconfidence 
of every local agent. From an idea 
in 1905 this institution has grown to 


one of $1,750,711.46 assets and 
$500,000 paid up capital. 


Wherever the Home Fire is located 
you will find a satisfied agent. 


We have excellent agency oppor- 
tunities in Arkansas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi. 


Home Fire Insurance Co. 
of Little Rock, Arkansas 
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FORMING NEW LOCAL BOARDS 


Three More Wisconsin Cities in Line— 
President Fish Announces Com- 
mittees for Year 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 30.— 
Waukesha, Madison and Watertown are 
among the Wisconsin towns making 
preparations to form local boards affili- 
ated with the Wisconsin Association of 
Insurance Agents, according to Joseph 
Grundle, secretary. The present admin- 
istration of the state association is mak- 
ing particular efforts to induce its mem- 
bers in various Wisconsin cities to form 
local boards for their own welfare. A 
movement to start local boards in Beaver 
Dam and Sturgeon Bay, Wis., is now 
under way, and with the addition of 
Waukesha, Madison and Watertown, 
should get the local board idea in full 
operation in the state. 

Appointment of new committees for 
the Wisconsin association is announced 
by President Fisk of Green Bay as fol- 
lows: Fire prevention, H. A. Bird, 
Beaver Dam; Henry Eckstein, Milwau- 
kee; Lee J. Moss, Superior; G. H. Bun- 
ther, Sheboygan; Carl Emmerling, 
Watertown. Membership, Arthur Setz, 
Waterloo; Lillian Dunnegan, Eau Claire, 
and Monroe Porth, Milwaukee. Legis- 
lative, Henry Boland, Green Bay; J. N. 
Hobbins, Madison, and August Rebhan, 
Milwaukee. Officers of the association 
elected at the 25th anniversary meeting 
in Madison a short time ago are Earl 
Fisk, Green Bay, president; W. B. Cal- 
houn, Milwaukee; Mrs. John West, 
Oshkosh, and H. J. Bowell, Merrill, 
vice-presidents; Joseph G, Grundle, Mil- 
waukee, secretary-treasurer. 


Push State Fund at Sheboygan 


Placing of fire insurance amounting to 
more than $1,000,000 is involved in ne- 
gotiations now being carried on between 


the board of education of Sheboygan, 
Wis., -representatives of fire insurance 
companies and the state fire fund. 


A representative of the state fund ap- 
peared before the board and cited a 25 
percent lower premium and an appraisal 
of all school property that would be ac- 
cepted as final in case of adjustment, as 
the superior features of his offer. Rep- 
resentatives of the stock companies 
represented by Sheboygan agents also 
appeared, giving quick payment and the 
fact that they were local business men 
as the leading advantages of their type 


of insurance. The matter will be de- 
cided at the November meeting of the 
board. 


The city of Madison recently considered 
a similar proposition and turned down 
the state fund. 


Minneapolis Insurance Club 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 30—As- 
sistant Attorney General Youngquist was 
the principal speaker at the regular 
monthly meeting of the Insurance Club 
of Minneapolis last week. He discussed 
legal features of the insurance business 
and explained some points puzzling to 
members of the club. 





Big Duluth Warehouse Loss 


DULUTH, MINN., Oct. 29.—With the 
complete destruction of the Cutler-Mag- 
ner Company’s salt refinery and building 
and an adjoining lime and cement ware- 
house a loss of $105,000 was involved on 
building; $40,000 on machinery and $225,- 
000 on contents. The loss was fully cov- 
ered in lines distributed between the In- 
surance Service Agency, the Prindle- 
Jones Co. and six other offices. 

The fire originated from a 
explosions in the salt refinery and the 
flames spread so rapidly in the frame 
corrugated iron covered building that the 
fire department confined its efforts to 
preventing the conflagration spreading to 
adjoining property including the Mc- 
Dougall Terminal Warehouse and the Soo 
Line freight sheds. 

The Cutler-Magner Company has 
already let a contract for the replace- 
ment of its plant. It will be of reinforced 
concrete construction and will entail an 
outlay of $225,000. 


series of 


LARGE MINNEAPOLIS MERGER 


Conklin-Zonne-Harrison Agency Is 
Consolidated With the Branch Office 
of Marsh & McLennan 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 31.— 
One of the largest mergers if not the 


largest in local agency circles in the 
northwest has been consummated, the 
Conklin-Zonne-Harrison Agency, com- 


bining with Marsh & McLennan in the 
latter’s branch office here. The consoli- 
dated agency will be conducted under 
the name of Marsh & McLennan. The 
resident partners of Marsh & McLen- 
nan consist of F. S. Head, F. A. Y ewrt 
nen and C. S. Wartenbe. J. M. Harri- 
son and A. E, Zonne will now be added 
to the list. In this merger Marsh & 
McLennan take the leading place in the 
northwest in point of directly controlled 
business. The real estate and rental 
business of the Conklin-Zonne-Loomis 
Company is not involved in the mer 
ger. However, the offices of the latter 
concern will adjoin those of Marsh & 
McLennan and together will occupy 
most of the fifth floor of the National- 
Soon Line Building. The active partners 
in the Marsh & McLennan office will be 
Messrs. Head, Wartenbe and Harrison. 
Both of these agencies are live ones in 
every respect. They control a large 
amount of business and are big factors 
in the local field. 


PLANS MADE FOR CONVENTION 


South Dakota Association of Insurance 
Agents Will Hold Its Meeting 
Last Week of January. 
ABERDEEN, S. D., Oct. 31.—Pres- 
ident J. E. Gorder of the South Dakota 
Association of Jnsurance Agents is 


planning a program for the annual 
meeting which will probably be held 
the last week in January. W. L. Com- 


es of Mitchell is vice president and 
B. M. Beech of Huron is secretary and 
atin The South Dakota associa- 
tion has seven regional directors: W. 
H. Maul, Huron; J. G. Thomas, Dead- 
wood: E. S. Knowles, Sioux Falls; F. 
R. Meadows, Watertown; E. J. Engler, 
Ipswich; Fred C. McCain, Rapids City, 
and Harry Volz, Winner. 


Names of Speakers 


Secretary Walter H. Bennett of the 
National Association of Insurance 
Agents, Richard E. Vernor of Chicago, 


head of the fire prevention department 
of the Western Actuarial Bureau In- 
surance Commissioner Van Camp and 
Spencer Welton, vice president of the 
Fidelity & Deposit, have all accepted 
invitations to speak. The Aberdeen 
local agents have appointed a local com- 
mittee to take charge of the convention 
arrangements as the meeting will be 
help in this city. President Gorder 
states that the meeting in Aberdeen will 
be held during the same week as the 
meeting of the North and South Dakota 
Blue Goose. He believes that the meet- 
ing will be much larger in attendance 
than the one at Sioux Falls last year. 


Egan Denied Appeal 


SIOUX FALLS, S. D., Oct. 29—The 
South Dakota supreme court last week de- 
nied the appeal of George W. Egan of this 
city in the fraud case arising from fire 
loss on a part of his property. Mr. Egan's 
case has been one of the prominent cases 
in South Dakota in the past three years, 
arising in May, 1920, when complaint was 
filed, charging him with presenting a false 
claim and proof of loss to the Firemen’s 
of Newark. He carried policies aggregat- 
ing $27,500 on some country property and 
claimed fire loss in November of 1919 of 
$30,000 and suit was instituted in 1920. 
the loss to be little over $2,000 instead of 
$30,000 and suit was instituted in 1910. 





He appealed the case through the lower 
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courts, but the supreme court has now 
denied his appeal and it is unexpected that 
he will ask a rehearing of his appeal. Mr. 
Egan was formerly prominent politically, 
having been a candidate for governor in 
South Dakota more than once. He was 
also prominent as an attorney. There were 
ten fire companies on the risk, the Fire- 
men’s being named in the test case. 


Insurance Men Aid Charity Drive 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., Oct. 30—Insur- 


ance men were active in the campaigns 
just waged in the Twin Cities for com- 
munity funds for charitable work. In 
St. Paul F. R. Bigelow of the St. Paul 
Fire & Marine was not only one of the 
directors of the campaign, but was also 
a generous contributor and the insurance 
company was one of the two or three 


largest donors. 

In Minneapolis such leaders 
tary Sherman of the Minnesota Federa- 
tion and Secretary Patterson of the Min- 
neapolis Association of Life Underwriters 
rendered yeoman service as solicitors and 
“four minute” 

The two cities combined were seeking 
$1,500,000 for community work during the 
coming year. 


as Secre- 


speakers. 


Form Forest Protection Association 


At a meeting of 25 
and pulp manufacturers at Wausau, Wis., 
an organization known as the Wiscon- 
sin Forest Protection Association was 
formed. Plans are to be worked out for 
the protection of Wisconsin forests from 
fires. The meeting was called to con- 
sider forest protection with particular 
attention directed at fire patrols and fire 
prevention. Dr, Hugh P. Baker, secre- 
tary of the American Paper & Pulp As- 
sociation and former dean of forestry at 
Syracuse University; Elmer S. Hall and 
Cc. I. Harrington of the Wisconsin 
servative Commission and State Senator 
W. A. Titus spoke at the meeting. Pre- 
vailing sentiment at the meeting seemed 
to be that if the cutover lands upon which 
timber is now growing could be pro- 
teced from fire, reforestation could be 
worked out. D. C. Everest of Wausau 
was named president of the new organi- 
zation, J. H. Delbridge, Marinette, vice- 
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and B. E. McBain, 
secretary-treasurer, 


president, Port Ed- 
wards, 


Minnesota Notes 





CC. Sammis, 


° special 
( ‘oneordia of 


Milwaukee in 
visited at the home office during the 
past week. Mr. Sammis maintains his 
headquarters in Minneapolis. 


Minnesota, 





Dakota Notes 


In a recent survey of ¢ 
D., classified and graded schools, it 
revealed that none of the 
equipped with fire extinguishers. 

The city of Mandan, N. D., 
receive a considerable reduction in fire 
insurance rates on both home and busi- 
ness structures as the result of the city’s 


was 


recent purchase of new motorized fire 
fighting trucks and other equipment. 
Julius Baker of the Baker Insurance 


Agency of Fargo, N. D., is a member of 
the committee which has charge of the 
formation of a cooperative potato organ- 
ization in that state. The committee has 
already raised $2,500 of a $7,500 fund 
sought in that connection, 


The Strand theater of Fargo, N, D., 
was damaged by fire early Friday morn- 
ing. The fire started in the rear of the 
building, destroying the screen, stage 


and organ. The building was owned by 
Cc. EE. Nugent now of Minneapolis, but 
the damaged properties were owned by 
the manager of the theater. The Inter- 


state Business college was damaged by 
smoke and water. The cause of the fire 
is unknown, and no estimate of the dam- 


age has been made known, 


Wisconsin Notes 


Harold J. Marcoe has taken over the 
| local ageney of P. H. Conley at Darling- 
ton, Wis., and has added several com- 
panies to the list formerly represented 
by that agency. 

H. A. Schluter, state agent for the 
Concordia in Texas, has been a visitor at 


the home office of the company the 
week. Mr. Schluter makes his headquar- 
ters in Dallas, Tex. 





After a three months’ trip about 
country, Norman B. Perkins, of Robert 
Garner Mountain & Co., prominent Lloyds 
underwriters of London, sailed for home 
on Saturday last. Mr. Perkins is widely 
known to the insurance fraternity both 
in Great Eritain and the United States, 
having for a number of years been asso- 
ciated with Morgan, Lyons & Co. o 
London, before assuming his 
connection, 
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AID FIRE PREVENTION MOVE 


| Business Organizations at Sioux City 


Cooperating With Insurance Men 
of That City. 


SIOUX CITY, Ia., Oct. 30.—Fire in- 
surance agents of Sioux City are much 
gratified by the interest manifested in 
fire prevention by organizations outside 
their own. A meeting at the Chamber 


of Commerce, addressed by State Fire 
Marshal Tracy, was sponsored by the 
Sioux City Association of ‘Credit Men 
and was attended by members of the 
Retail Credit Men’s Association, the | 
Retail Dealers’ Association and the Fire 


& Casualty Underwriters. In order to 
perpetuate the interest generated at the 
meeting, a committee was appointed to 
draft a resolution placing these organi- 
zations definitely behind a fire preven- 
tion program for Sioux City. The com- 
mittee is made up of H. W. Ring of 
the Hanford Produce Company, repre- 
senting the Sioux City Association of 
Credit Men; L. T. Hemmelgarn of the 
Pelletier Company, representing the Re- 
tail Credit Men’s Association, and Fred 
W. Colvin on behalf of the Fire & 
Casualty Underwriters. The result of 
this committee’s efforts will be. pre- 
sented to each of the four organizations 
present Thursday night for individual 
action. 

City Building Inspector Colby spoke 
briefly about efforts of his department 
to get good construction and safeguard 
against fires. He said that he hoped 
soon to get through a city ordinance 
prohibiting the use of wooden shingles 
in Sioux City. Marshal Tracy reported 
that 100 Iowa cities and towns were 


now forbidding the use of wooden 
shingle. 
State Fire Marshal Tracy also ad: 





dressed the Fire & Casualty Underwrit- 
ers at their Friday luncheon. He com- 
plimented them on their cooperative 
efforts and urged them to go further and 
to report to each other the existence of 


fire hazards. He said nothing would 
tend to clean up the bad_ conditions 
quicker than cancellation of insurance 


and refusal of other agents to write it 
until the hazard was removed. 


ST. LOUIS IS ON OLD BASIS 


Pre-July Status Fully Restored—Mis- 
souri Field Men Proceeding Cau- 
tiously on Separation. 


LOUIS, Mo., Oct. 30.—With the 
sande status thoroughly restored and 
everything moving forward as if no 
July 1 agreement was ever considered 
the St. Louis fire insurance situation 
remains as it was and no further at- 
tempt to change conditions are expected 
prior to December. 

The St. Louis agents generally are 
very well satisfied with the present sit- 
uation and it is going to take a lot of 
argument and probably some battling to 
force them to accept any new plan as 
to commissions, limitation of agencies, 
etc. A large number of them are nurs- 
ing grievances from conditions forced 
on them by the previous attempt to 
change the local situation. 

In the meantime the field men of the 
Western Union companies are endeav- 
oring to work out the separation prob- 
lem in their agencies out in the state. 
But here again the attitude of some 
companies to hold off to see what the 
other fellow is going to do has made 
itself manifest. 

The Missouri statutes absolutely pro- 
hibit any discrimination in the matter 
of commissions to because an 


agents 
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agent does or does not represent com- 
panies belonging to certain associations, 
such as the Union and Bureau, and for 
that reason the Bureau companies can 
not apply the rule whereby they pay 
higher commissions on certain classes 


of business than the Union when an 
agent represents only Bureau compa- 
nies. This same law will block the 


Union’s new plan to limit commissions 
in mixed agencies to 15 percent while 


paying 15, 20 and 25 percent to clear 
Union agencies. 

With both the Missouri courts and 
the insurance department none too 


friendly to the stock fire insurance com- 
panies, both the Union and the Bureau 
will have to proceed very carefully. It 
will require the best sort of diplomacy 
to get by without a serious controversy, 
and if any hint is dropped that an agent 
is being dropped because he does or 
does not represent certain companies it 
is very probable that a legal battle will 
ensue. That is something all companies 
fight shy of these days in Missouri. 





AGENTS NOT TO BE “GOATS” 





Missouri Association Behind National 
Body in Action on Union- 
Bureau-Fight 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 30.—Missouri 
insurance agents have determined not to 
be the “goats” of the battle between 
the Union and the Bureau, and Fred H. 
Phillips, president of the Missouri As- 
sociation of Insurarice Agents, has for 
warded to the National Association a 
notice that the Missouri state body will 


stand firmly behind it in any stand 
taken on behalf of the agents in the 
present controversy between the com- 


pany groups, and the stronger the stand 
taken, the better. 

The insurance men of the “Show Me 
State” have no objection to the com- 
panies battling among themselves, so 
long as the fight is confined to the com- 
panies, but if steps are taken to disturb 
the business affairs of the agents them- 


selves, then both the Bureau and the 
Union can look for trouble in these 
parts. 





Outline Iowa Legislation 


DES MOINES, TA., Oct. 3.—Prominent 
fire insurance men are outlining a policy 
to follow upon te convening of the spe- 
cial session of the legislature early in 
December. In the revision of the code it 
is expected there will be an effort to 
revive the rating law repealed four years 
ago. Other phases of fire insurance regu- 
lation will come before that body it is 


understood. Of the 41 bills introduced 
in the regular session touching either 
fire or life insurance at some angle, at 


least a dozen will be presed for action. 
It is to get favorable consideration of 
amendments to some of the bills that are 
most likely to be seriously considered 
that is engrossing the minds of insur- 
ance men at this time. 

A skeleton of a bill has been drafted 
providing for an agency qualification act. 
There is strong support for this measure 
from the agency ranks. 

Recent cases involving the sale of 
stock, where the promise of immense 
dividends prompted large purchases, have 
aroused much sentiment for an amend- 
ment to the “blue sky” law that will 
forbid any stock salesman for any in- 
surance company to make promises of 
any excessive profits on the investment. 





Railroad Not Liable for Loss 


A railroad in Iowa is not liable for 
fire loss which may be incurred either 
directly or indirectly because its freight 
trains block the right-of-way of a fire 
department summoned to combat the 
flames. This, in effect, was the opinion 
of the supreme court of the state which 
last week reversed a $40,000 damage ver- 
dict in favor of the Eclipse Lumber Com- 
pany of Fairfield, Ia., and five insurance 
companies against the Burlington rail- 
road. A district court finding awarded 
damages against the railroad on the 
showing that a freight train had forced 
the Fairfield fire department several 
blocks out of its way to reach the scene 
of the flames. The lumber company, with 
its insurers as co-plaintiffs, sued the 
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railroad for the amount of the fire loss 
and obtained a verdict, which, however, 
was not sustained by the higher court. 


Report on Springfield 


The National Board has issued a 
on Springfield, Mo., superseding that of 
1918 and showing some improvements, 
though many hazards still exist. The re- 
port states that the water supply is lim- 
ited by an unsufficient capacity of force 
mains and a weak gridiron. The supply 
works are adequate and reliable. The fire 
department is only fairly well equipped 
and seriously weak in men. The fire 
alarm system is inadequate. In the prin- 
cipal mercantile districts the weak con- 
struction, lack of fire resistive features, 
inadequate fire fighting facilities, com- 
bined with narrow streets and frequent 
high winds, make serious spreading fires 
probable. It is pointed out, however, that 
such fires should not involve the entire 
district as the public square and border- 
ing fireproof buildings as well as some 
open spaces and good accessibility, con- 
stitute somewhat of a fire break. The fire 
department shows gross fire losses for 
the past five years of $746,127. jased on 
an average population of 39,800 the aver- 
age annual number of fires per 1,000 have 
been 5.9, a high number and the average 
loss per capita has been $3.75, a moder- 
ately high figure. 


report 


Oppenheimer Answers Hyde 
KANSAS CITY, MO., Oct. 


99- 


A strong 


defense of the fire companies’ interest in 
fire prevention work was given in an 
article appearing in last week's issue of 


League Bulletin” of Kansas 
City, written by George Oppenheimer, 
president of the Kansas City Insurance 
Agents Association. Though the source of 
the criticism which he answers is not 
definitely mentioned, it is an answer to 
the attack of Governor Hyde of Missouri 
on the fire companies, growing out of his 
refusal to proclaim Fire Prevention Week. 


the “Citizens’ 


St. Louis Warehouse Loss 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 30—Damage esti- 
mated by the police at from $75,000 to 
$100,000 resulted from a fire at the ware- 
house of the Fidelity Storage, Packing 
& Moving Company, 1721-29 Morgan 
street, the night of Oct. 22. The building, 
a five-story brick structure, was com- 


pletely gutted. The cause of the fire is 
unknown, The insurance on the build- 
ing follows: Phenix, Paris, $3,500; 


Northern, England, $6,000; Queen, $5,500; 
National Union, $1,500; St. Paul, $1,500. 
A partial list of the insurance on con- 
tents showed: Commercial Union, $600; 
Hanover, $1,200; London & Lancashire, 
$500, and Fire Association, $500. All were 
on individual household goods risks. The 
contents were estimated at $50,000. 





To Inspect Springfield 


SPRINGFIELD, MO., Oct. 29—The Mis- 
souri Fire Prevention Association will 
hold an inspection and fire prevention pro- 
gram in Springfield, Mo., on Wednesday 
and Thursday, Nov. 7-8. A strong two-day 
program is being worked out and fire pre- 
vention will be carried into every home 
and business house in the city. R. E. 
Vernor, manager of the fire prevention de- 
partment of the Western Actuarial Bu- 
reau, and Harry K. Rogers, engineer of 
the department, will be present to direct 
the inspection work. 





Will Enter Field Work 


S. B. Wright of Alliance, Neb., has sold 
his apency to his assistant, E. C. Zimmer. 
Mr. Wright is now seeking a field connec- 
tion. 





Oppose Sprinkler Tax 


ST. LOUIS, MO., Oct. 3—Samuel D. 
Capen, president of the St. Louis Fire 
Prevention Bureau, appeared before the 
committee on public utilities of the board 
of aldermen last week and presented ar- 
guments why St. Louis should amend a 
city ordinance placing a special tax of 
from $30 to $80 on water connections for 
sprinkler systems and other fire protec- 
tion apparatus, such as standpipes, to 
provide a flat charge of $5 annually for 
each connection. 

Mr. Capen pointed out that there are 
632 firms which have installed sprinkler 
systems and many of them has as many 
as five connections, which would place 
a charge on them of $150 for water they 
might never use. R. D. Sangster, in- 
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dustrial commissioner of the 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Capen’s plea. 

The aldermanic committee 
withhold action on the bill 
hear from Water Commissioner 


St. Louis 
backed up Mr. 


decided to 
until they 
Wall. 


New Des Moines ‘Agency 


Olmstead & Olmstead is the newest 
insurance agency in Des Moines. It is 
composed of Col. Ernest S. Olmstead, for- 
merly of the firm of Ellis & Holland, and 
George Olmstead, his son, who recently 
resigned his commission in the regular 
army which he held for a year following 
his graduation from West Point. He has 
been on duty at Fort’ Benning, Ga., with 
the 83rd field artillery. The agency will 
handle fire insurance, bonding, liability 
and kindred lines. It will represent the 
Old Colony Fire Insurance Company of 
Boston, The office is in the Common- 
wealth building. 





Missouri Notes 


Crocker Brothers’ packing plant, 
Joplin, Mo., was destroyed by fire Oct. 24, 
the loss being estimated at $75,000 It 
was partly covered by insurance. The 
origin has not been determined, 

Cc. J. Kehoe of F. D. Hirschberg & Co. 
and Thomas Dooley of the Insurance 
Agency Company, both of St. Louis, 
who have been touring Europe, sailed 
for home on the steamer George Wash- 
ington Oct. 25. They are expected to 
dock in Hoboken Nov. 2. 

Friends of Chris J. Muckermann, 
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president of the Muckermann & Cush- 


man agency at St. Louis, remembered 
his 32d birthday Saturday by extending 
their congratulations. Mr. Muckermann, 


a native St. Louisian, is considered one 
of the most successful of the younger 
insurance generation. 

The engagement of R. M, C. Ormrod 


of the Myers & Wendling agency to Miss 
Katharine Pierce of St. Louis has been 
announced, The wedding probably will 
take place in the spring. Mr, Ormrod, 
then a machine gun officer in the British 
army, met Miss Pierce at Fort Sill dur- 
ing the war He later went to St. Louis 
and entered the insurance business. Miss 
Pierce is a daughter of the late Law- 
rence B. Pierce, founder of the Pierce 
building, the St. Louis home of many 
insurance companies and agencies. 

Fire believed to have been caused by 
an overheated furnace destroyed the In- 
land Printing & Einding Company’s 
plant, Springfield, Mo., Oct. 21. The loss 
was estimated at $200,000, while the 
Springfield Warehouse Company's plant 
adjoining was also badly damaged. DB. H. 
Scholten, owner of the building and 
manager of the printing concern, esti- 
mated his losses as_ follews: suilding, 
$30,000; machinery, $130,000, and paper 
stock, etc., $50,000. The warehouse com- 
pany’s damage will probably run $20,000, 
it has been estimated. 


After attending the Northwest meeting 


in Chicago, O. J. Davis, lowa state agent 
of the Home and Franklin; A. N. Beim, 
special agent for the same companies, 
and L. C. McCord, adjuster, went on to 
New York and Philadelphia to visit the 


home offices of the two companies, 
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SCOTT WARNS ON REBATING 


Texas Commissioner Notifies Agents 
and Companies That Violators of 
Law Will Be Prosecuted 


AUSTIN, TEX., Oct. 30—Commis- 
sioner Scott has warned all companies 
and persons writing fire insurance 1n 
Texas against the practice of rebating 
and receiving rebates and discrimina- 
tions. Commissioner Scott says he has 
evidence that such practice is being done 
especially in writing automobile busi- 
ness. He has issued the following warn- 
ing to all fire insurance companies op- 
erating in Texas: 

This department is in possession of 
evidence that certain companies writing 
fire insurance in this state are resorting 
to the practice of writing a large risk 
at a less rate than a small risk of the 
same classification. This is especially 
being done in writing automobile busi- 
ness in this state. 

The practice is clearly in violation of 
under 


the insurance laws of this state 
Articles 4896 of the Revised Statutes. 
It is also a violation of the law pro- 


viding that: ; 
“No person shall knowingly receive or 


accept from any insurance company or 
from any of its agents, sub-agents, 
brokers, solicitors, employes, inter- 
mediaries or representatives, or any 
other person, any rebate or premium 
on the policy, or any special favor or 
advantage in the dividends or other 
financial profits accrued or to accrue 
thereon, or any valuable consideration, 


position or inducement not specified in 
the policy of insurance, and any person 
so doing any of the things above enu- 
merated is guilty of violation of the 
provisions of the law and subject to a 
fine and imprisonment in the county jail. 
under Article 4897 of the Revised Stat- 
utes. 
This all companies 
the practice 


is a warning to 
and persons engaging in 
of rebating and receiving rebates and 
discriminations that such companies or 
parties guilty of this practice will be 
prosecuted to the full extent of the laws 
of this state. 





To Dedicate Braniff Building 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. Oct. 


3i—Among those who have accepted 
the T. E. Braniff Company’s invitation 
to the opening of the new Braniff_build- 
ing here Saturday are: O. E. Fifield, 
superintendent loan department of Mass- 
achusetts Mutual Life; A. F. Trueblood, 
manager Kansas City office Massachu- 
setts Mutual Life; Edson S. Lott, presi- 
dent United States Casualty, C. I. Hitch- 
cock, Louisville, Ky., Spencer Welton, 





vice president, Fidelity & Deposit; W. 
M. Temmink, Fidelity & Deposit, G. E. 
Turner, manager Casualty Information 
Clearing House, Chicago; Heath Moore, 
manager loan department New York 
Life, Kansas City, Mo. 


Texas Blanks Out Early 


For the first time in several years the 
Texas department of insurance will for- 
ward the blanks for the annual state- 
ments at an early date so that the com- 
panies will have ample time to prepare 
the figures for filing as a prerequisite to 
obtaining license for 1924. 

As a result of the demands of the 
newly inducted commissioner, Judge John 
M. Scott, the public printer has completed 
and delivered the supply of blank books 
for the statements. These will be sent out 
Nov. 15, which will give the companies 
plenty of time to comply with the Texas 
law. Last year the blanks were not re- 
ceived until late. 

The blanks are the standard approved 
forms, calling for the same data as 
asked in the other states. There was a 
time when Texas demanded different 
figures, 


Plans of Dallas Board 


DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 30—J. W. 
ton, who was elected president 
Dallas Fire Underwriters Association at 
the annual meeting last week, succeed- 
ing A. P. Cunningham, the head of the 
association since it was organized, an- 
nounced this week the association would 
continue the policies of the past year 
relating to placing the fire underwriting 
business in Dallas on the highest pos- 
sible plane. He declared some 96 percent 
of the fire insurance men eligible to mem- 
bership in the association are members 
and that the organization will go after 
the remainder of those eligible. 

He said one of the chief subjects on 
the program of the association this year 
is an educational campaign to acquaint 
the public with just what fire insurance 
is and to show them the value of ade- 
quate protection against losses in fires. 
The association, it was announced, will 
continue to be in the fight against every- 
thing which looks crooked in the game. 


Blan- 
of the 


Ruling on Premium Note 


AUSTIN, TEX., Oct. 30—The Texas su- 
preme court, answering a certified ques- 
tion in the case of W. T. Duncan vs. 
United Mutual Fire, on appeal from Mon- 
tague county, rendered decision favorable 
to the company. Duncan sued for pay- 
ment of a $1,200 policy on his house which 
was destroyed by fire. The fire occurred 
four months from date of the policy. 

Duncan paid part of the premium in 
cash and gave a note for the balance. At 





the time of the fire the note, which was 
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overdue, had not been paid. The trial 
court in which the suit was brought gave 
peremptory instructions for the defendant 
company. On appeal to the Court of Civil 
Appeals the judgment of the trial court 
was reversed, that court holding that the 


cash payment on the premium was more 
than one-half of the total premium for 
three years and therefore more than suf- 
ficient to pay for one year at the short 
rate The supreme court held that be- 
cause of failure to pay the note the pre- 


mium had not been paid and therefore the 
policy was suspended. 


Oklahoma City’s Loss Record 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.,, 
The number of September fires 
home City amounted to less 
those recorded in the state fire 
office in August, and a further decline 
noted for the first three weeks of Octo- 
ber. The report for the last three months 
is July, 139 fires, with loss of $261,207; 
August, 184 fires, entailing of $571,- 
September, 8&7 fires, loss of 
$230,850 


30— 
in Okla- 
than half 
marshal's 


Oct. 
is 


loss 
with 


S53; 


Rerating Galveston and Texarkana 

AUSTIN, TEX., Oct. With comple- 
tion of rerating inspection work at Dallas, 
the Texas State Fire Insurance Commis- 
sion will now begin work of rerating Gal- 
veston and Texarkana. The Dallas work 
was completed last week and the inspect- 
ing crew divided, one section being sent 
to Galveston and the other to Texarkana. 

The commission last week sent specific 
schedules to the following towns: Alamo, 
Point, Lancaster, San Juan, Sham- 


30 


Center 


rock 


Strong Starts New Work 


Clarence Strong, who was recently ap- 
agent for the Hartford 
Oklahoma, has now 
succeeds A. J. Bolles 
Agent Stanley R. 
Mr. Strong was formerly an 
Wellington, Tex He has had 
experience in developing 
loss adjusting. 


special 
western 
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assist Special 


pointed 
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begun work 
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considerable 
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Good Report on Sherman and Paris 


Inspector J. D. Claybrook of the State 
Fire Insurance Commission has recently 
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completed a survey of Sherman and 
Paris, Tex., and in his report stated that 
these two towns were as free of fire 


hazards, caused by neglecting conditions, 


as any Texas cities. 
Planting Mississippi Fire 
FORT WORTH, TEX., Oct. 30—T. M. 


Fuller, Jr., general agent for the Missis- 
sippi Fire, was in Fort Worth last week 
seeking an agent to represent his com- 
pany here. The Mississippi Fire has only 
recently begun writing business in Texas. 
Several years ago Mr. Fuller was with 
the National Association of Insurance 
Agents, after which he was in the insur- 
ance business in Mississippi. He went 
immediately to the secretary of the Fort 


Worth Insurance Underwriters Associa- 
tion for a list of members, stating that 
“agents who are real agents capable of 
giving the public the best of insurance 
service are always members of the local 
insurance organization” and for that 
reason he desired to place his company 


only with a member. 


Fort Worth in Lead 
WORTH, TEX., 
to D. G. Foreman, secretary of 
Worth Insurance Underwriters 
Association, Fort Worth leads all other 
cities in Texas in the number of insur- 
ance agents that are members of the 
National and Texas Associations of In- 
surance Agents. Forty of the leading 
agents of Fort Worth are members of 
the local underwriters association, and 
are also members of the state and Na- 
tional associations. 


FORT 
cording 
the Fort 


Oct. 30—Ac- 





Arkansas Towns Rerated 
LITTLE ROCK, ARK., Oct. 30—During 
October the Arkansas Fire Prevention 
Bureau has published specific rate books 
on the following towns: Aubrey, O’Kean, 


Watson, Guion, Rosebud and West Mem- 
phis 

Aubrey, O’Kean, Rosebud and West 
Memphis had not previously been rated. 


E. G. Colquitt Dies Suddenly 
LITTLE ROCK, ARK., Oct. 30—Eugene 
Colquitt, who has been a special agent 
the Coates & Raines general agency 
of Little Rock, died suddenly a few days 


of 


ago, while transacting business with a 
local agent at Louisville, Ark. He had 
been one of the most popular field men 


of this general agency for seven years. 


Oklahoma Notes 


A. Clifford 
last week. 
L. E. Shanks, 

right, Okla., 

Chicago last week. 

N. Lewis, Oklahoma state agent: for 
National Liberty, has returned from 

-w days’ visit to Chicago and Kansas 


E. 
homa 


of Denver was in Okla- 


local 
was a 


at Drum- 
visitor to 


agent 
business 


J. C. Dulaney, Oklahoma state agent 
of the Sun, and Mrs. Dulaney, returned 
Thursday from an extended visit in Chi- 
cago. 

Roy Kneeland 
agent for the 
at Guthrie, 
Houston. 

Fred ©. Haupt, Oklahoma siate 
for the American, visited the 
department of his company at 


has been 
Washington 
Okla., 


appointed 
Underwriters 
succeeding V. H. 


agent 
western 
Rockford, 


lil., last week. 
Mr. and Mrs. Auer Morris are home 
from a visit to Milwaukee and _ the 


Northwest meeting at Chicago. Mr. Mor- 


ris is state agent for the London in 
Oklahoma. 

H. H, Tyler, for several years a mem- 
ber of the firm of W. H. Winn & Co. 
agency at Elk City, Okla., has moved to 
Oklahoma City and will engage in the 
insurance business. 

Ee. A. Henne of Chicago, secretary in 
charge of the western department of 
the American Eagle, and J. A. Swinner- 
ton of New York, president, were in 


Oklahoma City Tuesday. 

The Oklahoma City Real Estate Eoard, 
at a recent meeting, voted to assist the 
T. E. Braniff Company and the Leonard 
& Braniff Company at the formal recep- 
tion attendant upon the opening of the 
new Braniff building, Saturday night, 
Nov. 3 


Texas Notes 


J. of Wills Point, 
ited insurance companies and 
Fair last week. 

Jeff Watson of 
Watson, Memphis, 
of the last week 

David W. Humphreys of Fort 
left last week for Denver, Colo., on 
ness relative to his agency 

Robert Nathan Crossman and Miss 
Seatrice Anderson of Garland were mar- 


J. H. Stuart Tex., vis- 


the Dallas 


firm Dunbar 
Spent a 
Dallas. 


the 
Tex., 
in 


& 
portion 


Worth 
busi- 
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the son of G. W. Crossman, local agent 
of long standing at Garland. 
; J. J. Dillon has recently purchased an 
interest in the Wallace-Portwood 
agency at ort Worth, Tex. or 
members of the firm are S. Wallace, 
Dudley Portwood and C. F. Gilchrist. 
Ryan, Brants & Co., Fort Worth, Tex 
who in the past have had offices in the 
Wheat building, are now located on the 
4th floor of the Floyd J. Holmes building, 


more commonly known as the Fort 
Worth Club building. 

John M. Mathias, farm special agent 
of the Hartford, with headquarters at 


Amarillo, Tex., has recently been ill and 


underwent two operations. During the 
illness, Mr, Mathias has been in Cin- 
cinnati. However, he expects to be in 


the home field ere many days. 


Arkansas Notes 


Pr. FF. Perrilliat, special agent for the 


Camden in Louisiana and Arkansas, is 
again back in his field, after a two 
weeks being confined to his home as a 


result of an infection of tie foot. 


M. E. Garanfio, recently appointed 
special agent for L. B. Leigh & Co., gen- 
eral agents at Little Rock, Ark., is re 


covering from the effects of an operation 
which he underwent. He is getting 
along nicely. 





Should Promote Prevention 

The National Association of Secre 
tarics of Chambers of Commerce is 
meeting in Cincinnati this week. No 
formal discussions on insurance are on 
the program but D. A. Skinner, secre 
tary of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce, will distribute a leaflet out 
lining the service which local secretaries 
may perform for their communities in 
leading a campaign to reduce fire losses 
Mr. Skinner quotes Harvey J. Camp 
bell, secretary of the Detroit Board of 
Commerce, as stating that organizations 
engaging in fire prevention work can 
render greater service in proportion to 
the time and effort expended by a secre 
tary than in pursuit of any other single 
activity. He urges that all chambers 
of commerce organize their permanent 
fire prevention committees now in prep 
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SIXTY-DAY RULE IN ALABAMA 


Commissioner Julian Orders Limit on 
Credit for Fire and Casualty 
Premiums 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Oct. 29.— 
The 60-day credit rule has been ordered 
into effect in Alabama on all fire and 
casualty business by Frank N. Julian, 
insurance commissioner of that state. 
Mr. Julian has ruled that on all busi- 
ness written on and after Dec. 1, 1923, 
premiums for insurance of all classes, 
issued by stock and mutual insurance 
companies and associations, reciprocal 
exchanges or inter-insurers’ association, 
classified generally as fire, marine, cas- 
ualty or miscellaneous insurance, must 
be paid within 60 days. He has held 
that the premiums on these risks must 
be paid on or before the 15th day of the 
second month in which the policy or 
contract or any renewal thereof is effec- 
tive. Payment must be in cash or note 
bearing interest at not less than 6 per- 
cent. Premiums for fire insurance on 
farm risks, written on the installment 
note plan, when the interest is included 
in the computation of the premiums, and 
premiums for judicial and court bonds 
and bonds of public officials are excepted 
from the provisions of this ruling. Mr. 
Julian has ruled that violation of this 
ruling will be considered as violation 
of the anti-rebating section of the insur- 
ance act, and will be strictly enforced 
by the insurance department. Mr, Jul- 
ian suggests that in order to give full 
information to the policyholders of this 
ruling and to facilitate matters, the 
agent use printed slips or stickers on 
all policies, invoices and statements, quot- 
ing the department ruling and specifically 
giving the final date on which payment 
must be made or the policy cancelled. 


F. G. Snyder Now in Lexington 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Oct. 31.—Frank 
G. Snyder, of Snyder Brothers general 
agency, has removed from Louisville to 
Lexington, where the general office is 
located, and will supervise the business 
of the four companies, Northwestern 
k. & M.:; Twin City Fire; Federal and 
Sterling Fire, with jurisdiction in Ken- 
tucky and Tennessee. While the gen- 
eral agency is now quartered in the 
home office of the Henry Clay Fire, it is 
reported that, after Jan. 1, the Snyder 
Brothers General Agency will occupy a 
separate building in Lexington. 


Arrange for the Meeting 


Arrangements are now being made for 
the semi-annual meeting of the South- 


eastern Underwriters Association at 
Pinehurst, N. C., Nov. 14. The excess 
commission situation in the south has 


heen growing more distressing. A large 
number of agents, it is charged, are re- 
ceiving excess commissions in spite of 
the pledges they have given the associa- 
tion companies. This condition is hav- 
ing its effect especially on the medium 
sized and smaller companies in the 
Southeastern Underwriters Association, 
Scuthern managers feel that some action 
should be taken to protect these com- 
panies. Separation is coming forward 
in the southern territory as a live issue, 
especially as the Western Union is re- 
vamping the principle in the west. It 
seems almost certain that a commission 
adjustment rule will be established for 
the protection of the association com- 
panies. 


Report on Dark Tobacco 


LOUISVILLB, KY., Oct. 31.—A. Reut- 
linger & Co. of this city, controlling the 
general cover insurance for the Dark 
Tobacco Growers Protective Associa- 
tion, have just issued statement No. 9, 
showing the amount of coverage as of 
Sept. 1, in Kentucky, Tennessee and In- 
diana. The specific fire insurance is 
given as $2,057,900 and the amount at 





risk under general cover, $7,598,600. The 
general cover tornado insurance in same 
territory amounts to $1,215,900. 


Seek Improvements at Birmingham 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA., Oct. 30—In order 
to meet some of the recommendations of 
the National Board in its recent report 
on Birmingham, it is possible that the 
city will issue $100,000 worth of bonds 
to provide two additional pumpers for 
two new stations, Avondale and Eighth 
avenue, and renovate No. 2 station. An- 
other matter the bond issue which is 
proposed by W. B. Cloe, commissioner of 
public safety, will cover is the installa- 
tion of the fire department's own paint 
shop, where thousands of dollars can be 
saved, Other matters of minor im- 
portance for improvement of upkeep con- 
stitute the remainder of the issue. 


New Virginia Local Board 


A local board has just been organized 
at South Boston, Va., the name selected 
for the body being the Local Board of 
Fire Underwriters. R. C. Overbey, of the 
agency firm of Overby, Lacy & Webb, 
was elected secretary. The board starts 
off with all agents in the city recorded 
on the membership roll and showing a 
spirit of hearty cooperation. 


Drop Plans for New Agency 


RICHMOND, VA., Oct. 30—Herbert C. 
Taylor, Virginia special agent for the 
Franklin, last week arranged to transfer 
that company from Pollard & Bagby to 
the Union Realty & Loan Corporation, a 
newly organized firm, planning to oper- 
ate along the same lines. Harvey L. 
Rogers, manager of the insurance de- 
partment of R. L. Watson & Co., Peters- 
burg, Va., was brought to Richmond to 
manage the insurance department of the 
new firm and was just buckling down to 
work when the firm decided to abandon 
its plans for an insurance department. 
The upshot is that the*Franklin is back 
again in the Pollard & Bagby office and 
Mr. Rogers has landed a position with 
the insurance department of this firm. 


Nelson Agency in Own Building 


MEMPHIS, TENN., Oct. 30—W. L. Nel- 
son & Co., general agents in Memphis, 
are now located in their own building at 
the corner of Madison and Cleveland 
avenues, The building is just completed. 
It is a two-story building with stores on 
the ground floor. The Nelson office occu- 
pies the entire second floor. The building 
is up-to-date in every particular and the 
office arrangements are excellent. 


Adjust Richmond Flood Losses 


RICHMOND, VA., Oct. 30—Losses re- 
sulting the overflow of Shockoe Creek in 
Richmond several months ago have been 
adjusted at approximately $400,000 by a 
volunteer committee of citizens consisting 
of George W. Warren, A. D. Saunders and 
T. D. Newell. Messrs. Warren and Saun- 
ders are prominent fire insurance men of 
Richmond and Mr. Newell is a building 
contractor. The amount of adjustment 
was about $200,000 lower than total claims 
asserted. B. C. Lewis, Jr., secretary of 
the Virginia Fire & Marine, served with 
the committee in an advisory capacity. 





Exchange Fines Two Members 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Oct. 30—At 
regular monthly meeting of the New 
Orleans Insurance Exchange, two New 
Orleans agencies, Harry S. Kaufmann, 
Ltd., and the insurance department of the 
Interstate Trust & Eanking Company, 
were fined $100. They were charged with 
violating the rule of the exchange which 
prohibits members of the organization 
from paying commission to persons or 
firms not members of the exchange. 


the 


Heavy Loss at New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS, LA., Oct. 30—The 
building and contents of Loubat Glassware 
& Cork Company, 510-16 Bienville street, 
which were valued at more than $250,000, 
were nearly destroyed by fire. A number 
of adjoining buildings were damaged by 
fire and water. Efficient work of the de- 
partment prevénted their destruction. A 
stiff wind was blowing and when the first 
fire machine arrived the blaze had gained 
considerable headway. For three hours 





_ ARGUS CHARTS 


‘‘Twice as Many Companies’’ 
1362 Insurance Exchange, Chicago 


Mr. Local Agent, 
| Every Town, U. S. 


Dear Sir:- 


The Argus Chart is the most useful small 
| reference book you have ever had in your hand. 


is what a chart is for. 
figures of ALL. 


Why else does anyone want a chart? 


The Argus gives the 


if it 


it is only half useful. 
complete. 


All the leading stock companies— 


The Argus Chart is 


the small stock companies— 
the mutuals— 
the reciprocals— 
the Lloyds. 
The last four cannot be found ANYWHERE ELSE 


except in an expensive reporting service. 
An agent needs a chart in soliciting. He 


meets the competition of every sort of insurance 


concern. ‘‘I don’t know’’ is a poor answer 
when he is asked about them. 
KNOW—or to be able to tell. 
Argus. 


The right Chart means premiums. 
premiums and GAIN premiums. 
the Argus. 


Sincerely yours, 


He can with an 
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JOHN H. GRIFFIN, 


NORTHWESTERN 


FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE COMPANY 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


Assets 
Liabilities 
Cash Capital 
Reinsurance Reserve 


Surplus to Policyholders.. 


—Writing— 


Tornado 
Rents 


Lightning 


Use and Occupancy 


1923 
President 


$1,658,468.86 
534,492.36 


ee 686.61 


Hail 


Automobile 
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| wall fell on the 


UN DERWE RI TER 


the firemen 
it was 


fought the flames and when 
nearly under control a partition 
building occupied by the 


Spool Cotton Company, 518-22 Bienville 
street, causing damage of about $10,000. 
Officers of the Spool Cotton Company told 
the police the stock was damaged badly 
by water, but were unable to estimate the 
loss. The building was valued at $35,000, 
and the stock at $125,000. <A three-story 


brick building at 233 Decatur street, also 
occupied by the Loubat Company, was 
damaged slightly by fire and water. 


“Fire Clown” in Louisville 


Harry K. Rogers, the “fire clown” who 
recently joined the fire prevention depart- 


ment of the Western 
engineer, was 
last week, en 


Actuarial Bureau as 
a visitor in Louisville, Ky., 
route from the fire chiefs’ 
convention at Richmond, Va. Mr. Rogers 
addressed the school children and staged 
a public demonstration. 


Checking Up in Kentucky 
LOUISVILLE, KY., 
state agents 
Bureau 


Oct. 
representing 


30—Special 
the Union and 
companies are reported to have 
been busy the past few days in checking 
up their agencies out in the state, in order 
to be prepared for any eventualities which 
may become necessary in order to carry 
out instructions received, or to be received 
from their respective companies. It is re- 
ported that there has been some exchange 
of information concerning the plans for 


and 
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November 1, 


separation of Bureau and Union agencies 
at informal luncheon meetings of company 
representatives, and a considerable amount 
of discussion of the situation is going on 
in special agency circles at this time. 





Can Increase Water Supply 


The Kentucky court of appeals has ren- 
dered a-decision in favor of the city of 
Russellville, Ky., and upholding the Logan 
circuit court, which had refused an in- 
junction to R. M. Nourse and others, who 
had endeavored to block Russellville in its 
effort to increase the city water supply 
by piping water from two large springs 
at Muddy River, Nourse and associates 


charging that these springs were 
water supply of the river, and that their 
land would suffer if the water was piped 
to Russellville. The latter city has had an 
inadequate water supply and needed an 
increase to take care of its needs, espe- 
cially in fighting fires. 


the main 





Field Men’s Annual Meeting 


LOUISVILLE, KY., Oct. 30—A letter 
has been sent out to all members of the 
Kentucky Fire Underwriters Association, 
announcing that the annual meeting will 
be held at the Pendennis Club, Louisville, 


at 12:30 o'clock, Nov. 27, and stating that 
this will be the most important meeting 
of the year. The letter was sent out by 
President Joseph M. Rogers. 


Virginia Notes 


Leon PD. Brown, local agent of New- 
pert News, Va., has sold out to Under- 
writers Agency Company and retired 
from business. 

G. H. Parker, manager of the Ken- 
tucky Actuarial Bureau, with Louisville 
headquarters, was a visitor in Richmond 
the other day. 

The local agency of Thomas A. Proctor 
of Drake's Branch, Va., who died re- 
cently, is now being run by his son, 
Thomas A. Proctor, Jr. 

The Tidewater Insurance Company of 
Norfolk, Va., which has becn operating 
a large agency there for some years, has 
sold out to Barry, Parks & Robey. 

Martin D. Miller, local agent of Cov- 
ington, Va., died a week or so ago. His 


business will be 


carried on by his widow, 
who had been 


assisting him in a clerical 


capacity for some time. 

Charles P. Walford, chairman of the 
executive committee of the Virginia 
Association of Insurance Agents, teok 
an active part in the drive which a num- 


ber of civic organizations of Richmond 
staged last week for funds for the Asso- 
ciated Charities of that city 


Several men prominent in Virginia in- 


surance circles are being mentioned as 
possible successors to John D. Fry, 
manager of the insurance department of 
the Tobacco Growers Cooperative Asso- 
ciation of Virginia and the Carolinas, 
who died recently at his home in Rich- 
mond. 

A charter has been issued to the Cen- 
tral Investment & Insurance Agency of 
| Roanoke, Va., authorizing it to conduct 
a general real estate and insurance 
agency business with maximum capital 
limited to $25,000. The otieors are H. E. 
Hogan, president; L. E. St. Clair, vice- 
president, and F. E. Dulaney, secretary, 


all of Roanoke. 


Kentucky Notes 


manager of the south- 
of the Royal, has been 
days in Louisville with 
state agent. 

Thomas Agency, at 
has been purchased by 


Milton Dargan, 
ern department 
spending a few 
Milton - Miller, 
ce & 
Ky., 


sane 
Ow ingev fille, 
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Watson S. Thomas, one 


r of the members, 
and will be continued 


in his name. 


t. T. Whittinghill & Son, Madison- 
ville, Ky., have sold their local agency 
to F. K. Ashby, P. Hardy Gooch and W. 


H. Suge, 
hill & Co. 


who will operate as Whitting- 


Louisiana Notes 


Fire virtually 
stock of 
Caleasieu 
Charles. 

George J. 
Lafayette 
Texas and 
while there. 

W. J. Broussard, Erath, La., 
into partnership Mr. Golden, 


destroyed the $125,000 
goods in a warehouse of the 
Mercantile Company at Lake 
Wegmann, secretary of the 
Fire of New Orleans, is in 
will visit the Dallas Fair 


has taken 
cashier of 


the Bank of Erath, and in future the 
agency will be known as Broussard & 
Golden. 

A. M. Smith, prominent. local insur- 


agent at Kaplan, La., is a candidate 
for state senator from the 13th senator- 
ial district, subject to the Democratic 
primary. 

Announcement is made 
ment of Walmsley & Co. of New Orleans 
as Louisiana general agents for the auto- 
mobile department of the Indemnity Mu- 
tual Marine. 


= 
RR sen 


FIGHT NEW AUTO CLUB MOVE 


of the appoint- 





Companies and California Agents Aid 
in Effort to Block Insurance 
Plan in Washington. 


SAN 
Ge Sa 


FRANCISCO, Cal., Oct. 30.— 
Wright, in charge of the auto- 
mobile department of the Fireman’s 
Fund, and E. C. F. Knowles, general 
agent of the Phoenix Assurance, have 
left for the north to investigate the sit- 
uation which seems to have arisen in 
that region due to reports that the 
Washington State Automobile Club is 
taking a referendum among its members 
to see if it will enter the insurance 
business. A similar attempt was made 
by the club two years ago but was de- 
feated by the members. Results of the 
referendum will be made known at the 
annual meeting of the club next month. 

Last week at a meeting of the Pacific 
Coast Automobile Underwriters’ Con- 
ference measures were discussed to pre- 
vent the writing of insurance by the 
club. At Bellingham, Wash., the League 
of Local Agents of W ashington began 
their annual convention Friday. C. A. 
Ricks, local agent at Martinez, Cal., 
chairman of the automobile insurance 
committee of the California Agents’ As- 
sociation addressed the convention urg- 


ing them to oppose the movement. Mr. 
aaa will define the position of the 
California agents as a result of com- 


petition with the clubs in this state. 


Shingle Ordinance at Los Angeles 


LOS ANGELES, CAL., Oct. 30—R. J. 
Scott, fire chief of Los Angeles, an- 


nounced a few days ago that a measure 
which he is preparing to present to the 
city council will provide rigid building 
restrictions and prohibit the further use 
of wood shingles, making the use of fire- 
resistant roofings compulsory. 

The passage of such an ordinance will 
align Los Angeles with Berkeley, which 
recently passed a measure prescribing 
the entire city as a fire zone and pro- 
hibiting wood shingle roofs. 

“Los Angeles has greater fire hazards 
than most cities,” declared Chief Scott, 
“due to the narrow streets and the fact 
that we are essentially a home city. 
There is a large proportion of frame 
residences in Los Angeles, which adds to 
the possibilities of a conflagration simi- 
lar to that of Berkeley, 

“The materials enumerated in the 
serkeley ordinance have been thoroughly 
tested by the Los Angeles department and 
are found to be entirely satisfactory. 
Asphalt roofings, slate-surfaced asphalt 
shingles, asbestos and other composition 
roofings named in the Berkeley ordinance 
will definitely eliminate the hazard which 
exists today.” 


Earthquake Rates Reduced 


Announcement has been made by the 
Board of Fire Underwriters of the Pacific 


that a reduction has been effected in 
earthquake insurance amounting to 33% 
percent. 





ON THE PACIFIC COAST | 





THE NATIONAL 


William May, farm superintendent of 
the Royal, is making an extensive trip 
with Special Agent F. M. Highfill, which 
is taking him to the principal points in 
Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Desire Meaux, Kaplan, La., 
his insurance agency over to P, 
Meaux, his son, who will continue to 
handle the agency for the same com- 


has turned 
D 


panies formerly represented by his 
father. 

Robert S, Glass, assistant secretary of 
the Great American, was a New Orleans 
visitor the past week. Mr. Glass has 
been visiting in east Texas and ex- 
pressed himself as being favorably im- 


pressed with business conditions there. 


H. T. Higinbotham, general agent at 
New Orleans for several American and 
foreign companies, has returned to his 
desk after an extended absence to Ten- 
nessee, where he journeyed for his health 
a while back. He appears fit for a vig- 
orous fall and winter campaign. 

The Tennessee Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciation will hold an _ inspection at 
Etewah, Tenn., on Nov. 23. Fire films 
will be displayed, a window display con- 
test held, school essay contest and home 
inspections through the schcols will be 


given and the entire day 
fire prevention program. 


devoted to the 


RULES ON AGENTS’ LICENSES 


California Attorney-General Gives Su- 
perintendent Opinion on Status of 
Non-Resident Representative 


SAN FRANCISCO, Cal., Oct. 29.—In 
response to numerous inquiries from 
agents and company representatives as 
to interpretations of recently enacted in- 
surance laws in this state, Commissioner 
Squires has obtained rulings from the 
attorney general’s department on three 
specific points. The first of these is: 
“Can a license be issued by this depart- 
ment to an agent or broker residing out- 
side of California?” The attorney gen- 
eral has ruled that there is nothing in 
the law to prohibit the licensing of 
agents without the state. 

This has been the practice in the past 
and the laws placed upon the books at 
the last session of the legislature do not 
change this particular feature. The at- 
torney general points out that in the ab- 
sence of an express or implied prohibi- 
tion of loss the department would still 
have jurisdiction to license such agents. 

The attorney general points out, how- 
ever, that the department is somewhat 
limited in the appointment of brokers 
by the new law, this bringing up the sec- 
ond question asked by the insurance 
commissioner, an interpretation of the 
words “steadily” as used in the new sec- 
tion of the law. The attorney general 
states that it is manifest that the intent 
of the legislature was to restrict the is- 
suance of brokers licenses to persons, 
firms or corporations who are engaged 
regularly and continuously in the busi- 
ness within the state. 

The other question asked by Commis- 
sioner Squires was: “Can the executives 
located at the home office of an insurance 
company license to transact business in 

California wire the California office to 
cover risk in this state and then receive 
from the ~eneral agent’s commission on 
the business so placed?” The attorney 
general points out the law permits an 
agent or broker in California to pay the 
whole or part of a commission earned in 
the state to an agent at the home office 
of an insurance company in an eastern 
state, provided both the broker and 
agent were duly licensed by the Califor- 
nia department. 


Atlantic Mutual on Coast 


The Atlantic Mutual Fire of Savannah, 
Ga., has been licensed in Colifornia with 
Labry, Harris & Watson as general agents. 


Buy Out Cleverdon Interest 


— 
Andrew J. Lynch and Willard W. Keith 
of the brokerage and Fag enemy firm of 


Cosgrove-Cleverdon of San Francisco have 
purchased the interest of W. T. Cleverdon. 
The concern in the future will be known 
as Cosgrove & Co. It will have branch 
offices in Oakland, Los Angeles and Port- 
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‘*A Staunch 


EST* 1680 


—_—— 


Assets, $2,377,909.00 


and Reliable American Company”’ 





WM. T. BENALLACK, Superintendent of Agents, DETROIT, MICH. 


42 Years of ‘‘Honorable Indemnity” 
Losses paid over $1 1,263,097.00 








Cash Assets Over $250,000 


S. N. FORD, Pres. 


THE MERCHANTS’ & MANUFACTURERS’ 
MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. 
OF MANSFIELD, OHIO 


Licensed i in 
OHI0, ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, PENNSYLVANIA 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, INDIANA and MASSACHUSETTS 


Writing General Fire Business 
Paying 25% Dividends to Policyholders 


Net Cash Surplus Over $150,000 


G. W. DEYARMON, Sec’y 








223 West Jackson Boulevard 


J. G. HUBBELL, Mgr. 


NATIONAL INSPECTION CO. 


A Clearing House for 
UNDERWRITING INFORMATION 


CHICAGO 


H. B. CHRISSINGER, Ass’t Mgr 








GEO. K. 
JAS. M. “TEAHEN, Treasurer 


DETROIT NATIONAL FIRE 


Insurance Company 
231-233 John R. Street, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
- MARCH, President and Gen. Manager 


ROBERT R. BUCKNELL, Assistant Secretary 


WYNN C. GEROW, Secretary 
M. E. BLACK, Assistant Secretary 














THECENTRAL STATES 
FIRE INSURANCE CO. 


WICHITA, KANSAS 





Kansas Nebraska 
Oklahoma Texas 
ROY E. EDLEN, Pres. DAN F. CALLAHAN, See. 
S. M. LA ROSE, V.-Pres. A. H. WATSON, Asst. See. 








I. REINHARDT & SON 


TEXAS GENERAL AGENTS 
American Exchange Nat’! Bank Bldg., DALLAS 





Tokio Marine & Fire Ins. Co. 


Hanover Fire Insurance Co., of New York 


Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co. (Underwriters Dept. 
Northwestern Fire & Marine Ins. Co., of tah we H 
Fidelity & Casualty Co. 

American Automobile Insurance Co., St. Louis 


Patriotic Ins. Co. of America 











GEO. M. EASLEY 


Boston Ins. Co. 


Fire & Marine Und. Ageney of 
Automobile Ins. Co. of Hartford 


Federal Ins. Co. of Jersey City 





GEO. M. EASLEY AND COMPANY 
GENERAL AGENTS—DALLAS 


“HE PROFITS MOST WHO SERVES BEST” 


GLENN T. HERNDON 


mnanapen ney fone Cape 
ration of London 

Sterling Fire Ins. Co. of Indianapolis 

Globe Indemnity Co. of New York 
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The Mutual Plate Glass Insurance Co. 
Shelby, Ohio 
Organized 1883 
HENRY WENTZ, President L. A. DENNIS, Sec. and Gen’! Agent 
The Only Ohio Company Specializing on Plate Glass Insuranee. Nol an Experiment 
SERVICE TO OUR REPRESENTATIVES AND POLICYHOLDERS 








INCORPORATED 1852 


MILWAUKEE MECHANICS’ 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 
FIRE TORNADO AUTOMOBILE 


TIME-TEMPERED STRENGTH, SECURITY AND SERVICE 








MINNEAPOLIS FIRE & MARINE INS. CO. 


1110 McKnight Building 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Fred C. Van Dusen, President John D. M. McMillan, Vice-Pres. 
Walter C. Leach, — and Treas. F. M. Merigold, Ass’t Secy. 
Geo. E. Leach, Supt. of Agencies 
FIRE — TORNADO — THRESHER — HAIL INSURANCE 
5 CASH CAPITAL, $200,000 








Live Stock Insurance 


(All Classes) 
Our NEW POLICY on commercial hogs offers unusuel 
opportunity to live agents. 
If you are in Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota, Minnesota 


or Kansas, write for our agency plan. 
American Live Stock Insurance > Company 
Heme Office, 











INCORPORATED 1720 


RovaL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE 


United States Branch, 83 Maiden Lane, New York 


ARTHUR WALLER 


‘mM 
t 


E. C. STOKES, 
United States Manager 


HOG INSURANCE 


AGENTS WANTED 


GAYLE T. FORBUSH 
Associate Manager A 











Illinois Bankers Hog Insurance Co. 


406 Mead Bldg. 
Rockford Illinois 








Iowa National Fire Ins. Co. 


Des Moines 


FIRE—LIGHTNING—TORNADO and 
AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 


An IOWA Company For IOWA Business 
IOWA Agents Wanted 
PARLEY SHELDON FL. MINER 


C. M. SPENCER, Vice-President and Secretary 


a P. FLYNN 


Treasurer 
C. S. VANCE, Vice-President and Underwriting Mgr 
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land. Mr. Lynch is well known as a ma- 
rine adjuster. He has been connected with 
Mather & Co., Philadelphia; Willcox, Peck 
& Hughes in San Francisco and New York 
and lately with Frank B. Hall & Co. in 
New York. 


Veteran Denver Agent Dead 


DENVER, COLO., Oct. 30.— Volcott 
Stoddard, a Denver resident for 50 years, 
died at his home here last week after a 
brief illness. Mr. Stoddard who was 64 
years old, was active in the fire insur- 


ance business here, being a member of 
the Stoddard-Nelson Insurance Agency, 
with offices in the Colorado building. 





Coming here a boy of 14, Mr. Stoddard 
virtually grew up with the city. 


Forester Reports Month’s Losses 


SACRAMENTO, CAL., Oct. State 
Forester M. B. Pratt has reported that 
the total loss on state supervised prop- 
erty during the last two weeks of Sep- 
tember and the first two weeks of Qcto- 
ber was $1,832,963. 





J. O. Cadman, well known San Fran- 
cisco broker, died at his home in Mission 
San Jose at the age of 63. Mr. Cadman 
had been a member of the J. B. F. Davis 
& Sons firm for 40 years. 
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BID FOR NEXT CONVENTION 


Altoona and Erie Both Seek Next 
Meeting of Pennsylvania Asso- 
ciation of Agents 
There is some 
members of the 
tion as to where 
ing will be held. 


speculation among 
Pennsylvania associa- 
the next annual meet- 
At the recent session 
in Wilkes-Barre invitations were ex- 
tended by the Erie agents and also by 
Altoona. While the Erie agents prom- 
ised a fine convention and pointed to 
the fact that they have a splendid local 
board composed of 34 members writing 
practically all of the insurance in Erie, 
Altoona on the other hand offers a very 
central location. While the committee 
has not yet decided which point will be 
chosen, it is felt by many that Altoona 
will be the place selected. The associa- 
tion is just getting on its feet and every 
effort is being made to drum up a big 
attendance at the annual meeting. A 
central location is said to be more im- 
portant at present than it will be after 
the association has gained its member- 
ship goal and has proven itself to a 
greater extent. 


General Adjustment Opens Branch 


The General Adjustment Bureau has 
opened a new branch office at Utica, N. Y., 
with B. C. Chittenden as manager. The 
Utica office has hitherto reported to Al- 
bany, but will now be operated as an in- 
dependent department. It will cover Her- 
kimer, Oneida and Lewis counties and the 
western half of Hamilton and Otsego 
counties. 


Confer on Standardization 


BALTIMORE, MD., Oct. 29—On a sug- 
gestion by President Walter R. Hough of 
the Baltimore Fire Board, a conference of 
fire department chiefs of Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Richmond, Washing- 
ton and Baltimore was held in Richmond 
last week, in connection with the meeting 


of the International Association of Fire 
Engineers. 
The primary object of the conference 


was to reach a method 
effective cooperation and 
tion between the large cities of the east, 
the main obstacle at present being dif- 
ferences in the standards for fire hose 
threads and plug connections. In the 
great Baltimore fire of 1904 many outside 
companies rushed to this city were unable 
to couple to the local plugs or utilize their 
hose lines with the hose of the Baltimore 
department and the visitors were forced 
to draw water from barrels and other re- 
ceptacles. 

The same conditions, it is said, still 
prevail among the leading cities, except 
as to Baltimore and Washington. Expert 
engineers have worked out a method by 
which, it is hoped, a plan of standardiza- 
tion can be carried out. 


of promoting 
mutual protec- 


Pennsylvania’s New England Changes 


BOSTON, MASS., Oct. 30.—The Penn- 
sylvania Fire announces that following 
the resignation of Ralph E. Cooley as 
special agent for eastern Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island the company has ap- 
pointed Harold P. Warren as_ special 
agent to cover Rhode Island and George 


H. Power to cover eastern Massachu- 
setts. Mr. Power will continue to act 
as automobile special agent. 





NEW HAMPSHIRE CONVENTION 


Ph'l'p C. Lockwood of Manchester Re- 
elected President at Annual Meet- 
ing Held in That City 


MANCHESTER, N. 
The New Hampshire Association of In- 
surance Agents held its 24th annual 
meeting here last week. There were 
some 35 agents at the business meeting 
and an even hundred at the banquet in 
the evening. 

President Philip C. 
annual report, spoke 
Association convention at Buffalo and 
the fine New England convention last 
year. He paid a tribute to the state in- 
surance department and said it was 
ready at all times to cooperate with the 


SOAS 
agents. 


H., Oct. 30.— 


Lockwood in his 
of the National 


Live Topics Discussed 


W. Laird, assistant secretary 
of the National Association of Insur- 
ance Agents, brought the regrets 
Secretary Walter H. Bennett at being 
unable to be present. Mr. Laird spoke 
on the benefit derived from the regional 
meetings in other states, and thought 
more members might be secured by fol- 
lowing such a plan. 

There was a good discussion on auto- 
mobile dealers and garage owners acting 
as insurance agents, mail order business 
of mutuals in New Hampshire, special 
private garage permit and charge, and 
charge for unoccupancy of dwelling 
houses after the four months period. 
Resolutions were adopted favoring the 
rescinding of the additional charge cov- 
ering automobile permits for private 
garages and also the wunoccupancy 
charge in cities and towns which have 
police and fire protection. 

Officers Elected 


Hervey 


of 


The following officers were elected: 
President, Philip C. Lockwood, Man- 
chester; vice-presidents, Charles L. 
Hurley, Lancaster; H. L. Beverstock, 
Keene, and Charles W. Varney, Roches- 
ter; secretary-treasurer, A. J. Rouillard, 
Claremont: executive committee, Fred- 
erick M. Sise, Portsmouth; Arthur P. 


Morrill, Concord; Edgar B. Prescott, 
Laconia; Clarence I. Spaulding, Nashua; 
J. Frank DeMerritt, Exeter. 


President Lockwood presided at_ the 
dinner in the evening. Insurance Com- 
missioner Sullivan said he _ believed 
through the cooperation of the depart- 
ment and the insurance agents’ associa- 
tion wonders could be worked in New 
Hampshire. He expressed himself as 
opposed to contingent commissions, but 
open to conviction, and be thought the 
agents should get more moncy for their 
work, 

The final speaker was Lieut. J. Dun- 
ton Sharmon, who spoke on “Bulwarks 
of Americanism.” 


Philadelphia ~ Agency Changes 

PHILADELPHIA, PA., Qct. 30—These 
changes took place in Philadelphia 
agencies during the past week: The 
North British & Mercantile withdrew 
from the office of Curtin & Brockie. The 
agency of the City of Pennsylvania was 
transferred from Herman Schwalbe to 
Bowker, Houseworth & Co, and the 


agency of the National Security Fire of 
Omaha from Wm. H. Quick & Bro. 


to 
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Albert H. Ladner. Herkness, Peyton, 
Bishop, Inc., were commissioned by the 
Standard American Fire of Chicago, and 
Wm. H. Quick & Bro. by the Commerce 
of Albany. 


East Notes 


John E. Dacey, special 
Boston and Old Colony in eastern New 
York, was seriously injured last week, 


agent of the 





when his auto skidded into a telegraph 


pole on the 


Malone. 

Three river steamboats, 
the Princeton and the Columbia, all re- 
cently reconditioned, were swept by fire 
of undetermined origin last week while 
moored to the Camden Shipbuilding Com- 
pany’s piers at Camden, N. J. The Twi- 
light and Princeton were virtually de- 
stroyer and the superstructure of the 
Columbia was badly damaged. Total 
loss is estimated at $125,000. Firemen 
had difficulty in reaching the flames with 
their hose lines. 


road from Plattsburg to 


the Twilight, 
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SEEK COMMISSION AGREEMENT 
Satisfactory Solution in Sight at Van- 
couver Regarding Ownership 
of Expirations. 


VANCOUVER, B. C 
Under threat of 
of commissions, 


» Oct. 30.— 
legislative regulation 
an endeavor has been 
made by the local advisory committee 
of the British Columbia Fire Under- 
writers Association to arrive at a set- 
tlement of the commission question. A 
proposal put forward by the committee 
still awaits approval by the eastern and 
southern advisory seahatininns. 
Ownership of Renewals 
been 
lire 


Van- 


has almost 
British Columbia 
Association and the 
Insurance Agents Associa- 
tion in regard to the ownership of 
renewals. The rule involves the right 
of agents to ownership expiration lists. 
Where a company claims the right to 
solicit renewals of a cancelled agency, 
because such agency is alleged to have 
violated its contract, the matter shall 
be referred to a joint meeting of com- 
mittees from each body, and the execu- 
tive committee of the Fire Insurarice 
Association shall have the right to ap- 
pear and state their case on behalf of 
the agency whose contract has been 
terminated. 
Does Not Meet With Approval 

\ proposal to reorganize the 
Columbia Fire Underwriters 
tion does not meet with the 


An agreement 
reached by the 
Underwriters 
couver Fire 


British 
Associa- 
approval of 


the Victoria and District Fire Insur- 
ance Agents’ Association, which fears 
that the rights of Vancouver Island 
agents will be placed in jeopardy by 
the new proposal. They are anxious 
to retain direct representation on the 
board by a Vancouver Island member, 
and have reaffirmed a previous resolu- 
tion asking for a board of control sim 
ilar to the Western Canada Fire Under- 


writers Association. 
Due to inspections 
enforced by fire 
that fire losses in 
decreased by 


and regulations 
wardens, it is stated 
Vancouver have been 
50 percent 1920. 


Canadian Commissioners Elect 


since 


At the convention of the superintend- 
ents of insurance of the province of 
Canada, held in Winnipeg recently, the 
following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: President, John Dough- 
erty, Victoria, superintendent of 
insurance for British Columbia; vice- 
president, A. E, Fisher, Regina, superin- 
tendent of insurance for Saskatchewan; 
V. Evan Gray, Toronto, superintendent 
of insurance for Ontario, was reelected 
secretary-treasurer. 

The 


next meeting will probably be 
held at Toronto some time in Septem- 
ber, 1924. 
Canadian Loss Figures 
Fire losses for the week, according to 
the “Monetary Times,” ending Oct. 17, 
are estimated at $969,700 as compared 


with $61,000 for the same week last year, 
and for the week ending Oct. 24, $544,000, 
as compared with $604,200 for the same 
week in the previous year. 


Ontario Agents’ Meeting 


The Ontario Fire & Casualty Agent's’ 
Association held its third annual conven- 
tion in Toronto recently. A year of 
progress and satisfactory results was the 














gist of the proceedings. 





THINK ATMOSPHERE CLEARED 


Believed Recent Moves Will Remove 
Dissatisfaction and Unrest in 
Eastern Canada 


TORONTO, ONT., Oct. 29.—As a 
culmination of the dissatisfaction of 
members of the Canadian Fire Under- 
writers Association with the conditions 
obtaining in the territory controlled by 
that association, the British companies 
have instructed their Canadian offices in 
unmistakeable terms that rates and com- 
missions and general association obliga- 
tions must be observed by the members 
in the letter and spirit, and that imme- 
diate steps must be taken to bring this 
about. Similar action, it is believed, has 
been taken by the American —— 

and at a recent meeting of the Canadian 
Fire Underwriters pad fer ally a man 
datory scale of commissions was 
adopted, and instructions issued to have 
a stamping system immediately put into 
effect. It is hoped that these steps will 
result in the elimination of the abuses 
which have crept in through non-observ 
ance by the members of their’ mutual 
pledges, and through lack of a compre 
hensive stamping system. 

The recent comment in THE 
TIONAL UNDERWRITER on “Unrest Evi- 
dent in Canada” has been the subject 
of considerable comment among West 
ern Canadian underwriters, as the fire 
insurance men in the western provinces 
of Canada have not incurred the dissat 
isfaction found in the east. It is pointed 
out that the unrest to which reference 
is made exists in the eastern provinces 
and is true as far as Montreal and east 
ern business is concerned, but that no 
such situation exists in the western coun 
trv. The Canadian Fire Underwriters 
Association does not exercise jurisdic- 
tion over the provinces of Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, which are 
under the sole jurisdiction of the West- 
ern Canada Underwriters Association, 
while the Province of British Columbia 


Na- 





is looked after by the British Columbia 
Fire Underwriters Association. 
Canadian Notes 
T. J. Irvine, Canadian manager for the 
London Guarantee & Accident, visited 


Winnipeg last 
John B. La 


week. 


1idlaw, Canadian manager of 


the Norwich Union and allied group, who 
was a prominent speaker at the recent 
convention of Insurance Superintendents, 
remained in Winnipeg all this week. 


Norman S. Jones, general manager of 


the Northwestern Mutual Fire, was in 
Winnipeg last week, and appears to be 
very optimistic as to the future and pos- 
sibilities of further business develop- 


ments in Canada. 
Winnipeg 
Bush, 


Recent 
Harvey A. 
western department 
from Chicago; J. E. 
manager for the 


visitors included 
assistant manager 
Fireman's Fund, 
Clement, Canadian 
Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Canada and Nationale of Paris, 
and St, Clair Blackett, prominent fire 
agent at Edmonton. 


Commerce Reorganization Completed 


At a meeting of the board of direc- 
tors of the Commerce of Albany last 
week reorganization of the official staff 
was completed and the affairs of the 
Commerce are now in the hands of the 
officers of the Glens Falls. The official 
staff of the Commerce will be the same 
as the official staff of the Glens Falls, 
with E. W. West as president. The 
home office of the Commerce has been 
moved to Glens Falls, housed with the 
Glens Falls in its home office building. 
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A Company Is as Strong as Its Agency Force 


AGENTS, You Will Like Our Service 


We write Fire, Tornado, Automobile, and Hail Insur- 
ance. We make a specialty of all classes of farm risks, 
including Threshing Machinery, covering Machinery 
while in operation, as well as when stored. 


Write for Agency in Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Iowa; Minne- 
sota, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Missouri. 


PAID IN CASH CAPITAL, $250,000.00 
Omaha Liberty Fire Insurance Company 


OMAHA, NEB. 
R. J. Wachter, Secretary and Treasurer 





P. F. Zimmer, President 
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The Boomerang of 
Estimated Value 


Basing indemnity upon an “estimate” of 
insurable value has proven a boomerang 
to countless business men. 


Many of your clients place utmost con- 
fidence in your insurance knowledge. 
They expect you to suggest the forms of 
protection, likewise the amount that will 
safeguard their interests. You can hardly 
afford to be governed by an “estimate” 
when accurate valuations are easily 
procurable. 


Suggest to your client the advantages of 
a Lloyd-Thomas Company appraisal. If 
he is a good business man he will welcome 
your interest in his financial welfare; he 
will value the completeness and accuracy 
of a Lloyd-Thomas Company appraisal 
thus a double benefit accrues. 





The |[loyd-Ihomas Co. 


RECOGNIZED AUTHORITIES ON PHYSICAL VALUES 





1128 Wilson Ave., Chicago 120 Broadway, New York 








Cincinnatt Cleveland Detroit Indianapolis 
St. Louis Milwaukee Pittsburgh Memphis 
Denver Toronto Minneapolis Kansas City 
oer 
~ APPRAISERS ENGINEERS = 
*“WHAT 18 AN APPRAISAL?—It is a complete, classified 1 7 of i » 
( stock, merehandise and raw materials). Each item of property is 
valued at ‘8 cost to replace new. The amount of depreciation its 
and the sound value is given. 
oA ADVANTAGES—lst—It discovers values that have long been written 
jepreciation. t gives agent, the assured. 
‘athe ‘companies value facts of. the property. Srd—It makes for adequate insur- 
ance protection, for in nearly every instance it calls additional insurance.” 
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ORGANIZED IN 1883 





Assets, December 31, 1922 
$1,178,100.24 


Policy Holders’ Surplus 


$412,192.76 








E. E. SOENKE, Secretary and Manager 














STANDARD 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF NEW YORK 


Sta'ement December 3/, 1922 


CAPITAL - ~ - - 
PREMIUM RESERVE 
OTHER LIABILITIES - - 
NET SURPLUS - - - 
TOTAL ASSETS - - - 





J. A. KELSEY, President 


GEORGE 


Z 


H. W. MURRAY, Supt. of Agencies 
Chicago 


- $1,009,000.00 
~ 100,926.67 
- 11,940.00 


-  1,057,209.18 
«- 2,170,075.85 


DAY. Secretary 














Your Out-of-Town Business — 


UR BROKERAGE DEPART- 

MENT will give the same prompt 
and efficient attention to your Out-of- 
Town business that we pride ourselves 
on giving on New York and Brooklyn 
lines. 


Established 1867 


1 LIBERTY ST., NEW YORK 
Telephone John 0063 


Our agency binds risks located any- 
where in the United States for the: 
Northern of London. 

London & Scottish. 
National Liberty. 
Caledonian of Scotland. 
Firemen’s of New Jersey. 
United Merchants, N. J. 


LEWIS & GENDAR, Inc. 


198 MONTAGUE ST., BROOKLYN 


Telephone Main 6370 
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EASTERN CONFERENCE MEETS 


W. H. Koop of the Great American 
Was Chosen President—Effective 
Work cf Theit Committee 


NEW YORK, Oct. 31—Members of 
the Eastern Automobile Underwriters 
Conference at their annual meeting 
held here heard reports from the execu- 
tive committee and from the theft com- 
mittee; the former body reciting general 
conditions in the automobile field, while 
the theft committee went at considerable 
length into the activities of the Auto- 
mobile Underwriters Detective Bureau, 
the work of which is under its direction. 
The Bureau, it developed, had been un- 
usually successful in the 
stolen cars and in the prosecution of 
automobile thieves during the past 12 
months, having to its particular credit 
the breaking up of a well organized 
gang of crooks that had given the police 
as well as the underwriters no end of 
trouble. In appreciation of its good 
work the theft committee was accorded 
a rising vote of thanks, and its report 


ordered printed for general distribution , 


among the conference members. No ac- 
tion was taken with respect to under- 
writers agencies, the conference holding 
that if the chief executives of their re- 
spective companies could not agree as 
to the status of these organizations, the 
automobile men could hardly be ex- 
pected to do so. 
New Officers Elected 

members 


resulted in 
President, 


The election of officers and 
ot the executive committee 
the choice of the following: 


W. H. Koop, Great American; vice- 
president, Guy E. Beardsley, Aetna; 
treasurer, Charles E. Case, North Brit 


ish & Mercantile; executive committee, 
T. A. Kruse, Appleton & Cox: C. S. 
Timberlake, Hartford Fire; C. M. Mar- 
indale, Home; William MM. Ballard, 
mmmercial Union; C. R. Pitcher, Royal; 
fdmund Ely, Automobile; George F. 
<ern, Phoenix of London: P. L. Louis, 
Yveen: R. H, Goodwin, Firemans Fund: 
W. A. Hebert, Springfield Fire & Ma- 
rine: J. V. Fothergill, London & Lan- 
cashire. 
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Reaches Over Three Billion 


Speaking recently before the New 
York City chapter of the American Insti- 
tute of Banking, B. E. Hutchinson, vice- 
president and treasurer of the Maxwell 
Motors Corporation, said that the sale of 


pleasure cars during the present year 
will approximate $3,375,000,000, repre- 


senting an average expenditure in this 
connection of $144 for every family in 
the United States. He expressed the 


recovery of | 











view that the “saturation point” in 
automobile industry did not exist. 





To Contest Assessment Order 


The assessment recently levied against 
policyholders in the defunct United States 
Mutual Automobile Association of Bay 
City, Mich., by Commissioner Hand of 
Michigan is to be fought by a group of 
the policyholders. About 50 in Shiawas- 
county have organized to fight the 
assessment order and have secured coun- 
sel to press the case through the supreme 
court, if necessary. They contend that 
the law under which the assessment was 
levied is unconstitutional, as it gives the 
commissioner unlimited power. 


see 


Richmond Gets Lower Rates 


RICHMOND, VA., Oct. 30.— Agents 
writing automobile lines were more than 
pleased when they received notices last 
week that schedule B for fire and theft 
would become effective Nov. 1. This 
means a very material reduction in rates 
on both these lines. The reduced rates 
will be applicable to Chesterfield and 


Henrico counties as well as to Richmond. 
Hitherto, schedule A has applied. The 
Richmond local board is understood to 
have been partly responsible for the 
duction in rates that has been ordered, 
protest against the higher rates having 
been voiced recently in a_ resolution 
adopted by that body. Experience on 
both fire and theft risks is said to justify 
the reduction fully, there having 
particularly marked falling off in 
number of thefts in recent months. 
the police in cooperation 


re- 


been a 
the 
Suc- 


cess of with 


| automobile detective agencies in recover- 





ing stolen cars has also helped to im- 
prove the situation generally. Another 
factor contributing to this end has been 


the conviction of several “master minds” 
in the thieving business in Richmond and 
the placing of them behind prison 
for a substantial number of years 


bars 


Illinois Auto Wants Deposit Back 


RICHMO™D, VA., Oct. 30—The Illinois 
Automobile Insurance Exchange of 
Bloomington, Ill, which was debarred a 


year or two azo by Commissioner Button 


from writing further business in Virginia 


because of an inadequate reserve fund, 
is making another effort to withdraw its 
$10,000 in Liberty bonds on denosit with 
the treasurer of Virginia, cloiming that 
it has satisfied all outstandine obligr- 
tions to policyholders in that state. So 


far, however, no formal request for with 
drawal of the deposit has been made of 
Charles A. Johnston, state treasurer, Mr 
Johnston has a notation on his books to 


the effect that a suit is still pending 
against the company in the city circuit 
court of Richmond and he says that he 
will have to have an order from that 
court before he will feel at liberty to 
deliver the funds to the Illinois concern. 


The claim that the company has satisfied 
all Virginia policyholders is contained in 
a legal notice appearing in a Richmond 
paper. 











MARINE INSURANCE NEWS 











SUN ENTERS MARINE FIELD 


Authorized by New York Department 
and W. H. McGee & Company 
Named General Agents 





NEW YORK, Oct. 27.—Authority to 
transact ocean marine insurance in ad- 
dition to the lines it is already writing 
has been accorded the Sun Insurance 
Office by the New York insurance de- 
partment. Preston T. Kelsey, United 
States manager for the corporation, an- 


nounces the appointment of William H. 


McGee & Co. of New York and Chi- 
cago as marine general agents for the 
Atlantic coast states. The oldest in- 
surance company in the world, having 
been established in 1710, the Sun is like- 
wise one of the most popular, and the 
broadening of its activities in this coun- 
try is but further evidence of its deter- 
inination to serve its patrons to the fullest 
possible extent. A veteran marine un- 


derwriter, Mr. McGee is likewise known 
as one of the most astute men in his 
line, and the Sun will prove a welcome 
addition to the already strong list of 
companies represented by his office. 


PILFERAGE BUREAU FORMED 


Marine Underwriters and Shippers Join 
Hands in Attempt to Eliminate 
$45,000,000 Annual Loss 


NEW YORK, Oct. 29.—The Pilfer- 
age Information Bureau has_ been 
launched in this city by steamship men, 
shippers and marine underwriters, the 
organization being completed at a con- 


| ference in this city last week by those 


interested at the Merchants Association. 


It has been estimated that the annual 
loss from pilferage is $45,000,000 and 
some organization has been seen as the 
only means of curbing this loss. 


The 
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new Pilferage Information Bureau has 
been organized with a representative 
membership from all those interested in 
transportation, the estimated annual 
budget of $25,000 to be raised by as- 
sessments among the members. The 
new Bureau will act as a clearing house 
and statistical bureau for the members. 
The main function of the organization 
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| can be diverted along any line. 








THE. NATIONAL 
promptness in paying claims. In any 
mail order campaign he would put in a 
return card because he feels that desir- 
able prospects will write out the infor- 
mation in blank and mail it. He said 
that mail canvassing is a time saver. 


People Do Not Write 
As They Speak to Others 


The reason that better results are not 
gotten through mail advertising is be- 
cause people do not write as they speak. 
He said that direct mail advertising 
means putting one’s best talking argu- 
ments into type and reducing the power 
of speech to written words. In other 
words, Mr. Wright said that in framing 
the letter of advertisement, it should 
say what the salesman would say if 
he could call. He advised reading 
the letter aloud, so that one could 
tell just how it would sound. When one 
reads the letter he should do it the same 
as if he were sitting at a desk and the 
prospect would say, “What can I do for 
you?” The first words that a salesman 
utters as he begins the approach are the 
same words that he should use in his 
letter. In other words, it is the opening 
sentence that is going to count. What 
one uses in the opening paragraph will 
determine the success of the sale by 
letter. The prospect in opening his mail, 
asks “What is in this letter for me?” 
Therefore it is highly essential that in 
the very beginning of the letter or ad- 
vertisement something be said that will 
tell the prospect that he is being ap- 
proached on a proposition that will 
mean much to him. 


Good Change to Get 
Insurance by the Mail 


Mr. Wright said that most men are 
underinsured. There are many kinds of 
insurance which they need, but which 
they do not have. Insurance he said 
lends itself to a mail order campaign. 

He said that in many cases there is 
too much on a letter head. It should 
be very simple and should not attract 
attention. There should be the name of 
the agency or the insurance company, 
probably the assets and the date when it 
was founded. Good bond paper should 
be used in form letters. Mr. Wright ad- 
vocated the use of plain envelopes. The 
writer does not care whether they are 
returned or not. He is only concerned 
in having them reach their destination 
and be read. He is anxious to get the 
message over to the prospect. 


Mills Says Mail Campaigns 
Can Be Made Flexible 


Bert N. Mills, publicity man for the 
Bankers Life of lowa, believes in mail 
advertising because it is very flexible. 
The advertiser can vary his message to 
suit the condition. The circular letter 
It can 
be linked up with any program that has 
been mapped out for agency solicitation. 
If an agency or a company has a num- 
ber of agents out in the field and has 
mapped out some program the form 
letter can be used very effectively to 
help them. Notwithstanding the plans 
that have been made a form letter can 
always be employed to a good ad- 
vantage. Mr. Mills said it is highly 
essential to get good lists. Consider- 
able care should be used in making the 
selection. The proper people should be 
addressed. When an agent decides, to 
address a certain class of people the con- 
text of the letter should be made up 
accordingly. Mr. Mills said that the 
mail campaign puts down a barrage in 
the field for the benefit of the men who 
are advancing on the prospects. He 
said the list should be carefully checked 
over to be sure the people addressed 
are in a position to buy insurance. 


Small Blotters Are Held 
To Be the Most Effective 


There was considerable discussion as 
to the use of blotters as advertisements. 
The feeling prevailed that a big desk 
blotter was too expensive. 
that the small 


Many felt 
blotters that could be 
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enclosed in an ordinary business en- 
velope were much more effective than 
the large blotter. They are more eco- 
nomical. 

Various speakers made the point that 
a mail order campaign and advertising 
in the papers could not be depended 
upon to bring in business to a large ex- 
tent. It was simply breaking down sales 
resistance and clearing the way for per- 
sonal solicitation. 

However wonderful things can be 
done through the mails. The United 
Life & Accident stock of $1,000,000 was 
all sold through the mails. This was 
one of the most successful mail adver- 
tising campaigns ever conducted. S. W. 
Jameson, who was the president of this 
company, started to organize it at Con- 
cord, N. He got a_ prospectus, 
gathered together a_ selected list of 
names and wrote out to these prospects, 
setting forth the advantages of purchas- 
ing the stock of this new company. 
Many did not believe that this could be 
accomplished. The whole expense of 
promotion was about 12 percent. 


More Attention Should 
Be Given to the Copy 


The advertising men feel that too little 
attention has been given to the char- 
acter of copy in advertising in the secu- 
lar papers and that the style of letters 
sent out has not been given the attention 
that it should. This agency has not 
classified the people to the extent that 
it should if it desired to get the greatest 
returns from mail campaigns. For in- 
stance, it would not pay to send out a 
letter soliciting golf liability insurance 
from a lot of people who do not play 
golf. In this instance members of 
country clubs should be secured. 


Henry Ford Says Clean 
Up and Paint Up Pays 


6c R. FORD’S PAGE” in the 
M “Dearborn Independent” of 
Oct. 27, is devoted to em- 
phatic advocacy of cleaning up and 
painting up, with special reference to 
industry, the railroads and the farm. 
Henry Ford, whose article constitutes 
a ready made piece of literature for the 
promotion of the national clean up and 
paint up campaign, declares that “it is 
almost invariably the fact that where 
disorder and uncleanliness exist, there 
also exist inefficiency. The two things 
seem to go together.” 

“The coat of rust costs more than a 
year of wear,” says Mr. Ford. “It 
would pay in money if managers of 
homes, farms, stores, railroads and fac- 
tories should give attention to order and 
cleanliness in their establishments. 
Heaps of waste material means untidi- 
ness but it also means _ inefficiency. 
‘Show me your scrap pile and I will 
show you how your business is.’” 

“Dirt and neglect are the most de- 
ceptive forms of camouflage because 
ihey conceal the exact state of the ma- 
chine or structure. In factories, waste 
is composed of elements which menace 
the business. Untidy concerns begin to 
slow up, their men become slovenly, 
their work becomes unsound, their out- 
put dwindles, their profit disappears. 
System, order, tidiness are profitable in 
a score of ways.” ; 





Live Articles on Special Hazards 


Students of fire underwriting will ap- 
preciate the issuance by the “Weekly Un- 
derwriter” of New York City of the 14th 
volume of “Live Articles on Special Haz- 
ards.” In handy pocket form the work 
contains a reprint of articles detailing the 
manufacturing processes and hazards in 
many lines of activity that have appeared 
in the pages of the “Weekly Underwriter” 
from time to time during the past year. 
All are contributed by men thoroughly 
familiar with their respective subjects and 
blessed with the faculty of stating their 
facts and conclusions in terse and easily 
understood English. To the underwriter 
at the desk or in the field the articles will 
be of pronounced interest. The popularity 
of the latest volume is sure to equal that 
of previous issues. 
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ACTION BEGINS IN MISSOURI 





State-Wide Fire Prevention Program 
Undertaken in Spite of Gov. 
Hyde’s Attack 





KANSAS CITY, MO., Oct. 31.—The 
recent attack made by Gov. Hyde of 
Missouri on the fire prevention activities 
in the, state has apparently proven a 
boomerang of considerable proportions 
and, instead of curtailing efforts along 
this line has resulted in the promulga- 
tion of a fire prevention program which 
is state-wide and enthusiastically en- 
tered into by all insurance men and 
chambers of commerce in the state. The 
Missouri Fire Prevention Association 
held a special meeting in Kansas City 
on Monday of this week, at which a 
definite program was developed for the 
coming season. Richard FE. Vernor, 
manager of the fire prevention depart- 
ment of the Western Actuarial Bureau, 
was present and aided in preparing the 
schedule of work to be undertaken. 

Work Out Definite Program 


The suggested plan of attack, which 
was agreed upon at Monday’s meeting, 
can be summed up as follows: 

(1) Association to appoint commit- 
tees to visit each Missouri city having a 
local chamber of commerce, 
purpose of 


for 

ot: 

(a) Forming insurance committee, if 
not already established. 

(b) Urging local 


proper agents to 
serve actively on committee. 
(c) Urging entrance into Inter 


Chamber Fire Waste Contest. 
Each committee to keep permanent 
contact with cities assigned and assist 
in local problems. Practical literature 
will be provided. 
(2) Association to 


push in- 


town 
spection program. 
Strikes at Important Angle 

The importance of this form of attack 
was pointed out by Mr. Vernor. Such 
work as is suggested brings the prob- 
lem to the business men of the cities, 
that are, after all. the foundation of the 
local situation. With these men inter- 
ested, the program can be carried on 
with energy. In Missouri there are 16 
chambers of commerce affiliated with 


the United States Chamber and 200 non- 
afhliated. A definite working committee 
in each of these would assure a_per- 
sistent, state-wide fire prevention drive. 
The work would also cement the 
friendly relations between the chambers 
of commerce and the insurance men. It 
would doubtless bring in additional 
members for the United States cham- 
ber. With the work supervised by the 
state fire prevention association, proper 
local agency representation could be as- 
sured, which has been found by the 
United States chamber to be an impor- 
tant factor in the work. 


Permanency Is Assured 


The work will be permanent. It will 
not be a flash and then die out. 
With a definite committee in charge of 
each city and a definite man as commit- 
tee chairman, he can be held respon- 
sible for the continued activities in that 
city. The Missouri men have already 
laid plans for the season’s work and 
have selected six towns in which to hold 
inspections. A committee has now been 
named to handle each. It is pointed out 
that one of the six to be covered is 
Trenton, Mo., the governor’s home city. 
The work begins next week with the 
elaborate inspection of Springfield, Mo., 
to be one of the greatest pieces of work 
undertaken by the association. The 
Missouri field men are going at the 
work in earnest and the entire state will 
be in the midst of a year-round fire pre- 
vention program at once, despite the 
governor’s efforts to attack this valu- 
able phase of the fire companies’ work. 

The cooperation between the insur- 
ance men and chambers of commerce 


the | 





DO COMPANIES WANT LOSSES? 


Missouri State Authorities Seem 
Feel That Underwriters Are De- 
sirous of Stimulating Fires 


to 


NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—After spend- 
ing some days in this city taking testi- 
mony regarding fire insurance rates in 
Missouri and probing into every con- 
ceivable and inconceivable nook and 
cranny of underwriting practice and 
profit that might have a direct or indi- 
rect bearing upon the matter, the Mis- 
souri special commission left for Hart- 
ford on Wednesday last for the an- 
nounced purpose of hearing from R. M. 
Bissell, president of the Hartford Fire; 
Ralph B. Ives, president of the Aetna, 
and Edward Milligan, president of the 
Phoenix of Hartford. After reaching 
Hartford, the committeemen, for some 
undeveloped reason, determined upon a 
change in program and within 15 min 
utes were speeding back to New York 
city. Here they recalled Wilfred 
Kurth, vice-president of the Home, and 
Charles R. Street, president of the Fidel 
ity-Phenix, questioning both regarding 
the banking element of the fire insur 
ance business. To determine the per 
centage of profit a company was entitled 
to make in a given state, the attorney 
for the Missouri commission suggested 
that the capital of the corporation 
should be divided according to each ter 
ritory in accord with its premium in 


come, and that losses and expenses be 
figured upon some such basis 
Query as to Fires 
In their previcus sessions here the 


commissioners sought to elicit from wit 
confession that underwriters 
approved of heavy fires, these being ad 
mirable advertisements for the business 
Considering that every large conflagra- 
tion in the country has been followed 
by the failure of a number of insurance 
companies and that no sane business 
manager would approve a situation that 
is likely to seriously imperil the inter- 
ests entrusted to his keeping, the line of 
inquiry pursued by the Missourians was 
far fetched, to say the least. 


nesses a 


has grown rapidly in recent months. 
The institution of the Fire Waste Con- 
test among the chambers throughout the 
country was a notable step forward. 
That the insurance men are cooperating 
in this is shown by the fact that in 
western department territory, with the 
insurance men in charge of the work, 
40 percent of the total contestants thus 
far secured in the contest are to be 
found. The contest is still young and 
a heavy enrollment is expected. In Mis- 
souri, St. Louis has entered and St. 
Joseph and Kansas City are now con- 
sidering it. The Fire Prevention Asso- 
ciation hopes to soon have each of the 
16 affiliated chambers of commerce in 
the contest, as well as a good propor- 
tion of the 200 non-affiliated chambers 
of commerce. 


Mallalieu on Pacific Trip 
W. E,. Mallalieu, general manager of 
the National Board, is on his annual visit 
to the Pacific Coast, 


INSURANCE STOCKS UPWARD 


Globe & Rutgers and National Liberty 
Make Sharp Advances—Other Shifts 


in Current Prices 


NEW YORK, Oct. 31:—There have 
been several changes in the prices of 
a few of the important insurance stocks 
during the past week. Globe & Rut- 
gers, which for weeks has been at 640 
bid and $700 asked, jumped this week 
to $700 bid and $900 asked. National 
Liberty, which has been steadily ad 
vancing for the past two months and 
was last quoted at $185 bid and $200 
asked, now stands at $200 bid and $215 
asked. The City of New York has 
dropped to $224 from $230. National 
Surety has fallen off two points to $152. 


Niagara has advanced from $145 to 
$151. Quotations on the more active 
stock, as furnished by J. K. Rice, Jr. & 
Co., are: 
Pat Div Bid Asked 
Amer. Alliance. $100 20° 347 362 
American Surety 50 10°; dg4 96 
tond & Mtge. Guar. 100 16° 281 90 
City of New York 100° 12° 218 224 
Continental 25 24° 92 95%, 
Fidelity Phenix 4 e+ © 112 «115 
Franklin 25 24° 126 132 
Glens Falls 10 24° 53 60 
Globe & Rutgers 100 At Oo 900 
Great American 100 16 38 4 
Hanover 50) «106 R° RR 
Home . 100) «186 340 145 
National Liberty 50 200, 200 215 
National Surety 100 ’ 148 152 
Niagara 50 «16° 145 151 
North River , mh 10° 51 
United States 20 10° il 
Westcheste! 10 25° 41 i 
Death of Chas. L. Douglass 
CLEVELAND, O., Oct. 31.—Charles 
11. Douglass, veteran insurance man, 
died at his home here Sunday night, af 
ter an illness of several years. He was 


a member of the old firm of Bingham & 
Douglass, now a corporation known as 
the Bingham & Douglass Co. Mr. Doug- 
lass was born in Hanover, N. H., Oct. 2, 
1843, and was graduated from Dart 
mouth College in 1862. After serving 
in the Civil War, he came to Cleveland 
ii 1868 and two years later formed the 
insurance firm of Everett & Douglass 


which became Bingham & Douglass in 
His wife, one son and one daugh- 
survive. 


1s84, 
ter 


MANY COMPANIES SEEN 
ILLINOIS HOLDS THE RECORD 
Insurance 


Makes a Comparison with New 
York in Number of Home Offices 


Superintendent Houston 


SPRINGFIELD, 
J. Houston, 


ILL., Oct. 
superintendent 


9 
30 


of 


Thomas 
insurance 


of Illinois, has completed a table which 
shows that Illinois supervises more in- 
surance companies than any other state 
in the Union. The race between New 
York state and Illinois is close, as the 
appended table indicates 

lilinois New York 
Fire insurance 347 335 
Life , 104 37 
Casualty 146 87 
Fraternal 149 72 


7 
the depart- 
closer 
will enable 
keep in closer 
with the re¢ 


In a public statement of 
ment activities, he said: “A 
ciation with the department 
any agent or company to 
touch with the profession 
sult that complex problems will unravel 
more easily. Almost every week we reé 
opinions from the attorney- 
general dealing with the questions vit 
ally affecting the insurance company 
business Most insurance companies have 
learned bring their troubles 
for friendly 
correction.” 


asso 


ceive lengthy 


already 
the 
and, if 


to 


to department advice 


necessary, 
Rawlings Names Rate Committee 


Ralph Rawlings, president of the 





Western Automobile Underwriters Con- 


ference has appointed the advisory rate 


committee of the organization which 
will serve during the coming year. This 
committee has under its supervision all 


| rate matters H. A. Miller, assistant 
western manager of the North America, 
| is chairman of the committee and J. D. 
| Vail of the Hartford, vice-chairman. The 
| other members are Walter Reugnitz, 
| Springfield F. & M., E. G. Whitaker, 


Queen; H. H. Quinby, Continental; H. 
G. Casper, Westchester; John A, Gal- 
lagher, Aetna; H. B. Elmers, American; 
I’. J. Greer, Boston; and N. B. Nesel 
rode, Liverpool & London & Globe. 





Thomas Company of Chicago, 
and engineers, returned 
a three months’ 
course of which 
Scandinavian 
Italy. 


appraisers 
week from 
the 


this 
Kuropean 
he visited 
countries, 


trip, in 


England, The 
Germany 


| 
| 
| John J. Theman, president of the Lloyd 
| and 

















John Hancock made the signature famous 
by signing the DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
The Signature has been made a Household Word by the 


LiFe INSURANCE COMPANY 


or Boston, Massachusetts 


Chartered in 1862, in SIXTY-ONE YEARS it has grown to be the 
LARGEST FIDUCIARY INSTITUTION IN NEW ENGLAND 


An Endowment or Income-for-Life Policy is the Policyholder’s 
DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 



































THE WISCONSIN LIVE STOCK INSURANCE COMPANY 


MADISON 


Complete Live Stock Lines 


COMMERCIAL 
HOG INSURANCE 


Good Territory Open 
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URGE AGE AGENTS TO | TO HOLD _ 
~ STEADY, AWAIT ACTION 





National Association Executive 


Committee Deliberating on 
Union-Bureau Split 


FEAR HASTY DISRUPTION 


Points to Dangers of Separation and 
Entire Situation at Present Time 
of Rest 


NEW YORK, Oct. 29.—In a message 
sent out to all members of the organi- 
zation by the National Association of 
Agents, under date of Oct. 25, 
the association urges all agents to hold 


Insurance 


and await its action in the con- 
New 


steady 


ference in session this week in 


York, 


has been 


where the executive committee 
called to deliberate on the 
arising break be- 
Western Union and Western 
Insurance Bureau. This message was 
necessitated by the flood of inquiries 
from agents throughout the country 
who sought the opinion of the associa- 
tion on the question and desired the 
association to take some action in an 
effort to meet the situation. The asso- 
ciation points out that conference and co- 
operation are necessary and that contro- 
versy is unfortunate at this particular 
time. The letter reads as follows: 

Will Guard Agents 


problems from the 


tween the 


“For about three weeks now we have 
been industriously engaged in trying to 
find out just how the break will affect 
our members in the territory. The Na- 


tional Association has not only a 
friendly interest in this controversy, 
but an anxious desire as well. Our in- 


terest is one which every friend of the 
insurance business must have in events 
that seriously affect all of us. We have 
an anxious desire that no agent in West- 
ern Union territory shall be caught be- 
tween the upper and nether millstones, 
in any attempt on the part of either of 
these company organizations to carry 
the separation question to the agents 
having mixed agencies, with consequent 
disruption of amicable relations there 
existing. 

“It is not overstating the matter to 
say that the feeling between executives 
of Union companies and Bureau com- 
panies is intense, Impulsive and per- 
haps future regrettable things are being 
said and done. 

Unfortunate Time 


“It seems too bad that, with so many 
influences working from without to an- 
noy and disturb the insurance business, 
this controversy should arise within the 
ranks. Particularly is this true at this 
time because of earnest efforts that are 
being made to satisfy demands raised 
by supervising state officials throughout 
the country. 

“In this controversy the agents’ inter- 
est may become vitally involved. In 
some states local boards are meeting 
and passing resolutions more or less 
vehement in expression. Reports from 
the field constantly coming to national 
headquarters indicate considerable rest- 
lessness already in evidence, with fore- 
casts of impending trouble: Competi- 
tion between field men, always energetic, 
is becoming aggressive and often per- 
sonal. 

Advocate Cooperation 


“The National Association is a 
staunch advocate of the policy of con- 
ference and co-operation. In the prac- 
tical application of this theory there is 
cften required a necessary stabilizer, 
known as conciliation. In the consid- 








eration of this unfortunate controversy, 
the practice of conference and co-opera- 
tion, vitalized by conciliation, should 
and, so far as the executive officers of 
the National Association are concerned, 
will continue to be the dominant method 
of procedure. 

“The principle is a mighty safe one. 
It is a stable anchor to windward in 
times of storm. Every man charged 
with leadership in any organization will 
do well to fix his eye on that principle 
as a beacon, guiding into a safe harbor. 


Interests Are One 


“It is too bad that differences have 
arisen amongst the executives of insur- 
ance companies in the great mid-west 
territory. Insurance is an asset in our 
life that can scarcely be measured. If 
it could be, we are all of the opinion 
that its relativity must be very large 
indeed. If anything shall happen to im- 
peril this asset it will be most unfor- 
tunate, 

“Our primary interest at this moment 
is, of course, as above stated, the interest 
of the agents. We cannot see, however, 
how that interest can or will conflict in 
any wise with the best interest of the 
companies and the public. Ours is a 
trilateral business in which the interests 
of the three parties, the companies, the 
agents, and the public, can easily be rec- 
onciled and made a common purpose. 
Perhaps this viewpoint will not be dis- 
puted by anyone. If that be a true 
lodestone to guide our actions, all par- 
ties in interest should not only be will- 
ing, but anxious to find a common 
ground upon which to operate. 


Should Find Common Ground 


“The leaders of the Western Union 
have for some time expressed their be- 
lief in a doctrine of conference and co- 
operation. At the annual meeting of 
the Union in Washington last April, its 
members gave evidence of this belief in 
the adoption of a resolution relating to 
the consideration of local board rules. 
The impression was given out at the 
time that the Union members believed 
in and were willing to practice the con- 
ference and cooperation doctrine. 

“The Western Insurance Bureau at its 


meeting recently held in _ Pittsfield, 
Mass., declared ‘its favorable and re- 
ceptive attitude toward all invitations 


from whatever source, but having com- 
mon interests, to meet in conference 
those seeking a safe way amid the diffi- 
culties and perplexities which are ever 
present to hinder and, if possible, de- 
story the spirit of cooperation.’ 

“In view of these declarations the ex- 
ecutive officers of the National Associa 
tion are not without hope that these 
two company organizations may yet 
find a common ground upon which to 
continue friendly relations. 

Will Pass on Problem 


“The executive committee of the Na- 


tional Association has been called to 
meet at national headquarters in New 
York Monday. The sessions will last 


two, probably three days. Obviously 
serious and careful consideration will be 
given to the break between these com- 
pany organizations. The only state- 
ment that can be issued from headquar- 
ters at this moment is the advice to 


local agents in the territory 
that they should do nothing until 
after the meeting of the national 
executive committee and that they 


should watch carefully and consider 
thoughtfully the proceedings that will 
likely come from that meeting. In the 
meantime we should not allow ourselves 
to be influenced one way or the other 
in this controversy.” 





Associates Honor Weise 


John D. Weise of Chicago, who is re- 
tiring from the position of assistant gen- 
eral manager of the Underwriters Ad- 
justing Company to become a member 
of the independent adjusting firm of H. 
M. Wells & Co. in that city, was given 
a desk set by the office employes this 
week. yeneral Manager C. J. Rich, the 
new assistant general manager, T. A. 
Pettigrew, and the executive committee 
gave Mr. Weise a handsome traveling 
bag. 





KANSAS REFUND READY 





TO GET MUNICIPAL TAX BACK 


Companies Will Receive $60,000 from 
That Source—Want Rate Hearings 
Before First of Year 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 30.—The 
Kansas department is getting ready to 
make the refunds to the fire companies 
of the impounded premiums under the 
municipal tax order. The district court 
held that the order abolishing the mu- 
nicipal tax was illegally made and of no 
effect and that the money should be 
refunded. The court could not see its 
way clear to permit a refunding of 80 
percent and the holding of 20 percent 
of the municipal tax impounded pre- 
miums and directed that all of it should 
be refunded. 


May Delay Payment 


While the payment of the $60,000 
could be started early in November it 
is possible that the payments will be 
delayed some weeks until all of the re- 
ports of the companies are in. The 
companies will not send any premiums 


to be impounded for the municipal tax 
in October but not all of the August 
and September accounts have’ been 


checked and certified and it may be that 
the department will decide to wait un- 
til all of the reports are completed and 
make a single check for the refund to 
each company. 

By terms of the stipulation between 
the state and the insurance companies 
the rate reductions ordered on use and 
occupancy, rents, leaseholds and profits 
and similar classes will remain in the 
case until a tinal decision is rendered. 
While these are not direct fire insurance 
they are so closely allied that they can 
not be eliminated from the lawsuit. 


Want Rate Hearing Pushed 


According to advices to the depart- 
ment the officials of the companies are 
said to have urged the attorneys to be- 
gin the taking of testimony at once so 
that those engaged in it will not be dis- 
turbed during the annual statement 
period directly after the close of the 
year. The compilation of the annual 
statements of the companies will require 
a good deal of time and it is being urged 
that the depositions in the rate suit be 
taken before this work begins. The 
state is ready to begin taking the testi- 
mony at any time. Two special assistant 
attorneys general will represent the 
state. Most of the state’s evidence will 
be in the form of tabulations from the 
annual reports of the companies. 





PERSONAL SIDE 
OF THE BUSINESS | 











(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20) 

two companies 50 years ago at Naper- 
ville. On the day after taking the 
agency he wrote his first risk dividing 
it equally between the two companies. 
That risk he has just renewed for the 
11th five year term. It has never been 
off the registers of these companies 
since it was originally written. For 30 
years Professor Rassweiler was a 
teacher in Northwestern college at 
Naperville. For 32 years he was in the 
field service of the North America, 22 
of which he was state agent and 10 years 
thereafter doing more or less adjustment 
work. Professor Rassweiler is now 81 
years of age and conducts the agency 
along with his son. 

There is no man of higher character 
or finer grain than Professor Rass- 
weiler. When he was in the field he 
was active in the Illinois State Board, 
served as its president and was prom- 
inent in all its proceedings. He was 
greatly beloved and admired by his as- 
sociates and the local agents in the 
state. 








} United 


RESULTS OF FIELD 
MEN’S ACTIVITIES 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 


time and to postpone the formation of 
a decision on this question. 


What Is Happening 


During the past ten days it is prob- 
ably true that more agencies were Un- 
ionized than were Bureauized. This for 
the reason that in most states there are 
a large number of agencies which rep- 
resent more Union than Bureau com- 
panies. These agencies have’ been 
cleared of their Bureau companies, but 
the real fight between Bureau and 
Union field men will come in the larger 
mixed agencies where there is an al- 
most even division of company repre- 
sentation. These larger agencies have 
not yet been approached. Field men of 
both the Union and Bureau are follow- 
ing the line of least resistance, appar- 
ently, in handling this question. The 
agencies whose attitude is known have 
been visited first. 

Some Cooperation 


In some cities and towns it is found 
that the agents are quite willing to co- 
operate with the field men in _ redis- 
tributing companies. The mixed agen- 
cies seem, in some instances, willing, if 
for instance they are going on a Union 
basis, to have their Bureau companies 
planted in other agencies in the same 
town. In this way a friendly readjust- 
ment is effected. 

Afraid of Expirations 


In other cases it is found that agents 


are unwilling to have their business 
competitors acquire any of the compa- 
nies they formerly represented. They 


feel that there is some danger of their 
expirations being exposed, even though 
practically all of the fire companies have 
stated that they are behind the principle 
that the expirations belong to the agent. 


Charge Aggressive Tactics 


It was stated by a number of field 
men of Western Union companies this 
week that the Western Bureau compa- 


nies are establishing themselves in 
what have been until now clear Union 
agencies. The Bureau companies are 


contention, it is stated, that 
the joint conference committee agree- 
ment being abrogated there is no rule 
which prevents them from pl: anting in 
clear Union agencies. The situation is 
being complicated, it is stated, by reason 
of the appointment of clear Union of- 
1 Bureau agents in this manner. 


Both Out to Win 


making the 


hices as 


Analyzing the developments of the 
past week or ten days it is evident that 
both sides are determined to take a 
positive stand on the separation ques- 
tion. On one side the Western Union 
companies stoutly assert that the sepa- 
ration rule will be enforced, and _ that 
they will not remain in agencies which 
receive a higher scale of commission from 
any other companies. The Bureau com- 
panies assert that they will not be 
forced out of their large producing 
and that they will combat the 
agency separation rule with every means 
at their disposal. Field men of com- 
panies of both classes are taking the 
question up with their agents. Agents 
are being importuned from both sides. 
All down the line, from the manager to 
the field man, there is plenty of evidence 
of action, 


agencies, 


New ae at r Tallies 


DALLAS, TEX., Oct. 30.—Dallas has a 
new local agency in the persons of Ar- 
thur T. Simpson and Miss A. V. Cathey, 
under the firm name of Simpson & 
Cathey. 30th Mr. Simpson and Miss 
Cathey have been in the insurance busi- 
ness for some time, and severed their 
connection with the Mike Murphy agency 
at Dallas to open their own office. 

The resignation is announced of M, B. 
Yates, formerly secretary of the United 
Firemen’s, as a member of the Western 
Union. the membership now going to 
States Manager P. Beresford, 


‘eieied York City. 
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CASUALTY AND SURETY SECTION 


Page Thirty-nine 





PLAN WORKING OUT 
VERY, SUCCESSFULLY 





Chicago and Boston Are Still Out 
of Line on the Acquisition 
Agreement 


FIELD IS IN GRAND SHAPE 


Almost All Companies Have Fallen in 
Line With the Rules Established 
in Conference 





NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—Members of 


the national agency committee of the 
conference on acquisition and field 
supervision cost for casualty insurance 


are firmly of the opinion that once the. 


agents throughout the country clearly 


understand the operations of the agree- 
ment they will be hearty in its support. 
When the arrangement was first effected 
the agents generally were hostile to it, 
feeling that it was but the initial step 
in a general program that would ulti- 
mately reduce their commissions to a 
very low figure. A study of the plan 
and the detailed explanations as to its 
purpose by the agency committee has 
largely overcome the initial prejudice. 
Today many field men are staunch sup- 
porters of the agreement and want to 
see it made a complete success. 


Need Reforms in Two Cities 

The open spots in the country at the 
present time are Chicago and Boston, 
both of which it is anticipated will be 
in line before long. A special agency 
concession was made the Employers 
Liability at the latter city to take care 
of the large and long established inter- 
ests of the company in its headquarters 
center, and this it is assumed, will be 
acceptable to Manager Appleton. The 
trouble previously had at Omaha, De- 
troit and Philadelphia is practically at 
an end. Such differences still exist 
are of a minor nature and easily cor- 
rected. The United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty, which for a time bitterly op- 
posed the association move, is now in 
accord therewith and is rapidly recast- 
ing its field arrangements to comply 
with the general regulations. The Gen- 
eral Accident, too, is keeping step, 
though it does not on general principles 
recognize the right of the association 
body to define its activities. Neverthe- 
less, Frederick Richardson, United 
States manager of the corporation, has 
filed with Superintendent Stoddard of 
New York a full list of his general and 
regional agencies, and these upon check- 
ing were found to conform to the regu- 
lation limits. The Preferred Accident 
continues in its refusal to sign the agree- 


as 


ment, though observing in effect its re- 
quirements. The company is giving no 
trouble, nor is it expected to do so. 


Move in Right Direction 


What effect the operation of the cost 
limitation plan will have upon the ex- 
pense ratios of the casualty companies 
cannot be foretold with any degree of 
accuracy at this time. No responsible 





DOCTORING THE AUDITS 


‘ 
BOLD STATEMENT WAS MADE 


Assertion Went Unchallenged at Recent 
Meeting That Improper Methods 
Are Sometimes Resorted To 


NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—It is hardly 
conceivable that casualty company ex- 
ecutives would countenance the practice 
occasionally indulged in by certain field 
representatives of passing improper pay- 
roll audits in order to gain new com- 
pensation risks or to retain business 
already upon their books. Yet the asser- 
tion that this is done was boldly made 
and went unchallenged at the confer- 
ence with underwriters had by Superin- 
tendent of Insurance Stoddard in this 
city several weeks ago. That the idea of 
doctoring payrolls is not a new one in 


the business, is evidenced by the asser- 
tion made by State Rater Downey of 
Pennsylvania, several years ago, that 


unless the evil were checked in his state, 
he would seek legislation requiring that 
all payroll accounts be checked up, not 
by representatives of the interested cas- 
ualty companies, but by auditors em- 
ployed by the state and Accountable only 


to the latter for the character of their 
service. Mr. Downey was very much in 
earnest in his determination to put an 


end to what he termed was rate-cutting 
of a most vicious nature, and were it 
not for his premature death there is no 
question but that a bill such as he pro- 
posed would have been presented in the 
Pennsylvania legislature. Superintend- 
ent Stoddard is equally opposed to the 
scheme. Any broker, agent or company 


proposing such a move in the Empire 
State will be harshly dealt with if the 
proper evidence of intended wrong-do- 


ing be supplied. 


Prudential Liable With Agent 

A decision rendered by Superior 
Judge Knight of Oakland, Cal., against 
the Prudential and its agent, J. G. Mc- 
Donald, and awarding $10,000 damages 
to W. B. Dillon, due to injuries received 
when he was run into by an automobile 
driven by McDonald, will prove of 
great interest. The court held that the 
Prudential was equally responsible, 
since McDonald, while hurrying to at- 
tend an agency meeting, was following 
the instructions of his employer. De- 
cision was rendered against the agent 
and company jointly. Due to the large 
number of employes who use their own 
cars while engaged on business for their 
employer, the latter often compensating 
for the use of the car on a mileage 
basis, large corporations in particular 
have protected themselves against such 


a contingency by carrying adequate lia- 
bility insurance. In view of the de- 
cision rendered against the Prudential, 


legal departments of life insurance com- 
panies will no doubt give careful con- 
sideration to this new development. 


underwriter will hazard a guess in such 
connection. All concede, however, that 
the move is in the right direction, and 
that an honest try-out of the proposi- 
tion for a year or two will demonstrate 
its usefulness alike to companies, agents 
and their assureds. 


| Southern Industrial Insurers’ 





PROGRAM COMPLETED 
THREE DAY SESSION PLANNED 


Confer- 
ence to Meet at Pinehurst, N. C.., 
Nov. 7-9 


The complete program for the annual 
meeting of the Southern Industrial In- 
surers Conference, to be held at Pine- 
hurst, N. C., Nov. 7-9, has been an- 
nounced by President I. S. D. Sauls, of 
the Continental Life of W ashington, D 


C. The executive committee and other 
important committees will meet on 
Nov. 7, the regular session to begin 


Thursday morning, Nov. 8. 
headquarters will be at the Carolina so 
tel. The first morning’s session will | 
devoted largely to committee ceneete 
and this is expected to be an important 
session, as there is much business to be 
brought up by the committee. 
sessions will be held in the 
only of Nov. 8 and 9. The 
detail is follows: 


Convention 


Business 
mornings 
program in 
as 


Thursday, Nov. 8 


Call to order 
Invocation. 
Address of 
Response 


by the president 
welcome. 
to address of welcome. 
Report of committee on credentials, P. 
L. Hay, chairman. 
Minutes of last 
Burr, secretary. 
President's annual address. 
teport of executive committee, W. R. 
Lathrop, chairman. 


annual meeting, E. T. 


teport of law committee, P. M. Estes, 
chairman. 

Address: Subject, “Transportation,” by 
Robert Binkerd, vice chairman of the 
committee on public relations, New York 
city. 

Discussion. 

Address: Subject to be announced, by 
Eugene Oberdorfer, manager of the Fi- 
delity & Casualty at Atlanta, Ga. 

Discussion, 

Address: Subject, “Tnsurance,” by 
Chas. F. Nesbit, Washington, D. C. 

Discussion. 

Immediately following the address of 


Mr. Nesbit the Conference and its invited 
friends present will go promptly to the 
barbecue grounds where a “layout” fit 
for true Americans will be ready for 
them, 
Probable Extra Session 

An extra session of the Conference to 
be held the evening of Nov. 8, may be 
called by the president, and in which 
event Burt Miller, commissioner in the 
| District of Columbia, will speak. Other- 
wise, Mr. Miller will be the first speaker 
at the morning session, Nov. 9. Should 
the evening session be finally decided 
upon, other interesting features will be 
announced at the time. 

Friday, Nov. 9 

Address: Subject to be announced, by 
Stacey W. Wade, Commissioner of North 
Carolina, 

Report of the statistical committee, J 





R, Leal, chairman. 
Discussion. 


Address: Subject, “Some Things We 
Have Gained by Cooperation,” by Clfas 
E. Clarke. 

Discussion, led by A. B. Langley. 

Address: Subject, “1910 and Now,” by 
Cornelius A. Craig. 

Discussion, led by P, M. Estes. 


Unfinished business. 

New Business. Question 
spring meeting in 1924. 

Election of Officers. 

Date and place of next annual meeting 

Adjournment. 


of holding a 








SICKNESS RATE IS CUT 
BY ELIMINATION PLAN 


Less Than Half That Under No- 
Elimination Policy, Statis- 
tistical Bureau Shows 





MORE ILLNESS FOR YEAR 


Figures on Six Months of 1923 Show 
Increase—First Statistics on 
Accidents by Classes 


A rather startling showing as to the 
under health with 
a seven-day elimination period, as com- 
the 


given 


sickness rate policies 


from first 
just out 
by the Statistical Bureau of the Health 
& Accident Underwriters 
of Harold R. 
Covering a 


pared with those paying 


day is made by figures 


Conference, 


which Gordon is statisti- 


cian. year's 
half as 
of sickness reported under the 
tion form. The widespread discussion 
recently the merits of the elimina- 
tion period makes these figures of espe- 
cial value. 

Two other sets 
interest are also contained in 
port, one giving the sickness 
for the first six months of 
other making the 
cident statistics by 


experience, 


they show less than many days 


elimina 


of 


of great 
the re- 
record 
1923 and the 
first showing on ac- 
classes. 


of figures 


Increase in Sickness 

The 
data 
first 


rate of 
submitted 
Six 


the 
the 


sickness reflected in 
to the Bureau for 
months of the present year 
shows a substantial increase over a sim 
ilar period for the year 1922. In each 
of the six months there an increase 
in the rate of sickness over the 
same months for the previous year 
with the single exception May, 
which showed an almost negligible de- 
cre of 2 percent. January and Feb- 
had the largest increases, Feb 
leading the list with an incre 
of percent and January being sec- 
ond with a 14 percent gain. March, 
which still leads the other months in 
amount of sickness, as ft did in 1922, 
showed an this year of 13 per- 
cent compared with last year’s figures. 
The abnormal rise in sickness rates dur 
ing the first part of this vear lessened 
during April, May, and June—April and 
June showing gains of only 4 percent. 
For the most part, the increase in the 
rate of sickness was due undoubtedly 
to colds, influenza, and la grippe 
prevalent during December, January, 
February, and March. On account of 
the Bureau’s method of reporting only 
claims upon which final settlement has 
made, the peak of actual sickness 


been 
probably exists some place in the 
February, 


was 


of 


ase 
ruary 
ruary 
18 


ase 


increase 


sO 


month of 


“Moral Hazard” Factor 


further that line, 
says: 

how much the factor ‘moral 
enters into the heavy sickness 
the first three months of each 


Continuing 
the report 
“Just 
hazard’ 
rate for 


along 
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year is difficult to determine from 
merely the number of days of disabil- 


ity which are reported to the bureau. 
The individual claim records would have 
to be examined to ascertain to what 
extent malingerers and ‘repeaters’ creep 
into the claim files at this particular 
period. However, one peculiar fact 
was shown in the data gathered by the 
bureau—that the increase during March 
of this year over the same month in 
1922 was due entirely to the commer- 
cial business. The figures shown in 
Table A are made up of both industrial 
and commercial risks but a separation 
made of the March data, disclosed that 
the industrial business showed no gain 
over 1922 figures. In order to make cer- 
tain of the accuracy of this, the bureau 
carefully examined the reports of each 
company for this month and _ with 
carcely an exception every company 
reporting on commercial risks showed 
the same increase. Does this prove that 
in the more select classes (Classes AA, 
\, and B) there exists the factor ‘moral 
hazard’ that must be taken into consid- 
cration when underwriting accident and 
health insurance?” 

Table A gives the number of 
sickness disability (monthly 
1,000 exposures. The commercial 
industrial business is combined and 
figures include both non-confining and 
confining sickness. An increase of the 
1923 figures over those for 1922 is des 
ignated by a plus sign and a 
by a 


days of 
basis) pet 
and 
the 


decrease 
sign. 


TABLE A 


mints 


Percentage 
of In- 


erease or 


l 3 Decre “ASE 
January $1 t 
February af 
March 
April 
May 
June 287.3 299.3 
First Week Elimination 


“Probably one the most 
questions among accident and_ health 
underwriters at the present time,” the 
report on that topic, “is the ques- 
tion of whether a waiting period for 
sickness will solve the problem of over- 
coming the unfavorable experience 
due to health claims without impairing 
the production end of the business. The 
bureau is able to furnish data for a 
proper determination to be made of the 
rates to be charged with an elimination 
period from the combined experience of 
all companies reporting to the bureau 
An examination of statistics covering a 
period of twelve months has been made 
giving data concerning the rate of sick- 
ness on policy forms paying indemnity 
from the first day of sickness and policy 
from eliminating payment of indemnity 
for the first seven davs of sickness. 

“In the figures given, only the actual 
number of days of sickness for which 
aggre was paid are enumerated. In 


14 
L418 
136, 


1% 


x 


4; 
of Sickness 
of discussed 


savs 


loss 


the case of the group ‘Policies exclud- 
ing the first seven days’ only the num- 
Ler of days after the first seven in- 
curred by each claimant are given. 

“In Table B the figures represent the 
number of days of sickness (annual 
basis) per one exposure. Commercial 
and industrial business are combined 
and both non-confining and confining 


sickness are included in the figures. The 

percentages shown at the right repre- 

sent the ratio of the sickness rate of 

policies with a seven-day exclusion pe- 

riod to policies with no exclusion period. 
TABLE B 


o 


Ratio 

of Sick- 
ness Rate 
of Policies 


No. of with 
Days of Sickness 7-day 
Per Annum per, Exclusion 

Exposure Period 


Policies Policies 
With No With 7-day 
Exclusion Exclusion 


to Policies 
With No 
Exclusion 





Class Period Period Period 
_) ewes 3.83 1.95 50% 
 Prerrrer se 4.12 1.92 47% 
Ee er 4.13 2.06 50% 
Re ae 4.07 2.21 54% 
eres 3.89 2.04 52% 
ies cae ewe 4.32 2.12 50% 
| eer ere rT 3.98 1.66 42% 
Average 4.05 1.99 49% 
(Note—The volume of data available in 
Class X is very small; hence statistics 
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Well Known Attorney Becomes Coun- 
sel for Fidelity and Surety Dept. 
of Philadelphia Company 


Charles H. Holland of the 


President 


, Independence Indemnity announces that 


Arthur J. Stobbart has been appointed’ 


counsel of its fidelity and surety de- 
partments. He is one of the most ex- 
perienced attorneys in the bonding 
field. He graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, and was admitted | 
to the bar in that state in 1897. Later 
he was admitted to practice in New 
York. He served as assistant corpo- 
\ration counsel at St. Paul and counsel 


.for the board of water commissioners of 
that city while he was a resident there. 
,In 1900 he took charge of the claims of 
the National Surety at the St. Paul 
office. Later he was transferred to the 
head office in New York assistant 
general solicitor. 


as 


Returns to National Surety 


1906 Mr. 
to St. 


In Stobbart 
returned 


practice. For 


resigned and 
Paul to enter private 
some years he repre- 
sented several of the leading surety 
companies in the middle western states. 
In 1914 he returned to New York 
assistant general solicitor of the 
tional Surety, the position that he is 
now surrendering to go with the Inde 
pendence Indemnity. For a number of 
years he has been a member of the Na 
tional Surety’s council on claims and in 
that capacity has conducted litigation 
a most important nature. 

In addition to handling the legal work 


as 


Na- 


ot 


arising in connection with the under 
writing of bonds and that relating to 
claims, he will act as right-hand man 
for Joseph R. Wells, assistant vice 


president in charge of the Independence 
Indemnity’s fidelity and surety depart- 
ments. Mr. Stobbart will be located 
at the head office in Philadelphia. 


for that class are not apt to be as accur- 
ate as for the other classes. 

The figures above cover the 
of 1922; those for the first six months of 
1923 are not given for the reason that 
they would not represent the average rate 
of sickness. To obtain an accurate aver- 
age sickness rate, the summer months 
should be included.) 


entire year 


“It is apparent that a reduction of ap- 
proximately 30 percent in the total pre- 
mium of the ‘special’ policy could be 
made to determine the premium of the 
‘regular’ according to the bureau’s fig- 
ures. It is the belief of the bureau that 
reductions of 25 to 30 percent can be 
made in the premium if a waiting pe- 
riod of seven days for sickness is pro- 
vided for in a ‘special’ policy form, 
Some variance in the amount of the re- 
duction would have to be taken into 
consideration according to the class of 
the risk.” 

Accident Statistics by Classes 


Covering a period of 18 months, from 
Jan. 1, 1922 to July 1, 1923, the bureau 
has compiled figures upon the degree 
of hazard of the various classes used 
in the Conference manual of classifica- 
tion of risks. These statistics cover 
approximately 350,000 risks, exposed 
under practically the same policy condi- 
tions and coverages. It is assumed that 
the period over which the data has been 
gathered and the volume insure a cer- 
tain accuracy in the figures. In Table 
C, the figures in the left-hand column 
represent the number of days of acci- 
dent disability per one exposure per 
annum and the column to the right, the 
percentage of accident rate of the vari- 
ous classes using Class D as a base for 
calculation. The data includes both the 
commercial and _ industrial business. 
Both total and partial disability are in- 
cluded in the compilation but only one- 
haif of the rate for partial disability 


was added to the rate for total disabil- 
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GOES TO INDEPENDENCE | CALLS COST. TOO ‘HIGH 


A. J. STOBBART’S NEW POST | WOULD CUT RECEIVER’S PAY 


Nebraska Governor Wants Salary of 
Lion Bonding Liquidator Reduced 
from $900 to $500 


LINCOLN, NEB., Oct. 31.—Gov- 
ernor Bryan has recommended to the 
department of trade and commerce that 
the salary of $900 a month paid to Amos 


Thomas as receiver of the Lion Bond- 
ing be reduced to $500. Mr. Thomas 


also receives $100 a month as receiver 








for the Pyramid Casualty. He _ has 
drawn a little less than $30,000 so far 
for his services. 

Democrats have been growling for 
several months because Thomas, a Re 
publican named under the former ad- 


was allowed to continue in 
Recently Henry H. Lov- 


ministration, 
this position. 


ell, editor of a monthly insurance paper 
at Omaha, criticised the governor and 
the handling of the receivership, saying 


it was expensive and slow and likely to 
result to the discredit the present 
administration, 

Mr. Lovell said that much had been 
said about the fact that Mr. Thomas 
had named the Minneapolis firm of law- 
vers of which the governor's Silas 
Bryan, is a member, to represent him in 
litigation in the federal courts there. 
This led to the issuance of a statement 
by K. C. Knudson, head of the depart- 
ment of trade and commerce, denying 
that the governor was keeping Thomas 
in the place because Thomas had given 
his son an appointment as attorney. 

Governor Bryan supplemented this 
with a statement that he had issued in- 
structions to Mr. Thomas and Mr. 
Knudson not to give any state business 
to any relative of his, he is not de- 
voting his services to the state to create 
business for the Bryan family. 

The governor said that considerable 
pressure had been brought to secure the 


of 


son, 


as 


substitution of someone else for Mr. 
Thomas, but that the receivership cov- 
ers such a vast territory that 17,000 
claims have had to be sifted and other 
interests did not justify a change. He 
feels now that the business is well in 
hand that the receiver’s salary should 


materially cut. 


OPENING NEW DEPARTMENT 


Big Memphis Office Gets General 
Agency New Amsterdam Casualty 
for Three States. 


be 


W. L. Nelson & Co., general agents 
at Memphis, Tenn., announce the open- 
ing of a new department in their office. 
In addition to the fire business which 
they now handle, a liability department 
is installed. The new department will 
be in charge of J. H. Hines. The Nel- 
son office will represent the New Am- 
sterdam Casualty for all lines as general 
agents for Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Mississippi. This will be practically a 
branch office, being fully equipped to 
give branch office service. This office 
will handle the business in these three 
states when it does not conflict with 
the business of the present agent of the 
New Amsterdam. W. H. Patteson, di- 
vision superintendent from the home of- 
fice of the New Amsterdam, was in 
Memphis and made all arrangements 
for this new deal. 


itv. Classes F and XX are omitted be- 
cause of the lack of volume of data in 
the two classes. 

TABLE C 

No. of Days 


of Accident Percentage 

Disability per of Accident 
one Ex- rate 
sure per (Class 

Class Annum D-100%) 

Pb Aavvktaancaees 97 39% 
Oe pr nueva 5 Balaie aia are 1.21 49% 
ee 1.61 66% 
De che wan eho o ee wee 2.31 94% 
reer ee rr 2.45 100% 
Derdian hin bata oe 0 sateh 3.04 124% 
Be ep Susie wee ep ae 4.01 164% 
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EXPLAINS STOCK COVER 
GIVES ANALYSIS TO BANKERS 
Charles Burras of National Surety Told 
Chicagoans of Fundamentals, in 


Speech Last Week 


The 
meeting 


delivered before the 
of the Chicago and Cook 
County Bankers Association in Chicago 
last week by Charles H. Burras, presi- 
dent of Joyce & Co. of Chicago, was 
of particular significance, as the group 
present are the bankers whose state as- 
sociation is now under fire for the pro 
posal to establish a mutual casualty 
company to handle the business of Illi 
nois banks. The evening’s program was 
devoted to a discussion of the three 
classes of casualty insurance, stock, 
mutual and reciprocal, representatives 
of each speaking, Mr. Burras for the 
stock companies. Mr. Burras said, in 
part: 


address 


Strike Equally at Banks 


the counts 
insurance 


Let 
dictment 


in the in- 
drawn up 


examine 
of stock 


us 





CHARLES H. 
President Joyce & Co., Chicago 


BURRAS 


and presented by our 
and the reciprocals. 
not entitled to the 
its investment in 


friends, the mutuals 

First: Capital is 
profit it makes from 
insurance companies. 
We are standing in the very citadel of 
invested capital, surrounded by its cap- 
tains and high priests and I doubt if we 
will hear a word denying the right of 
invested capital to a reasonable profit 
on its investment. Eut this is one of the 


principal counts in the indictment 
brought against us and is urged else- 
where with all the force at their com- 
mand. Our mutual and_= reciprocal 


friends preach this doctrine of collective 
management of the insurance business 
so that the insurer may get his insur- 
ance at “cost” and cut out the profit of 
the capital invested in stock insurance 
companies. What is this but socialism— 
communism applied to the business of 
insurance? 

The resolution presented by Edw. N. 
Nockels to have the Chicago Federation 
of Labor withdraw all its funds from 
Chicago banks and deposit them in the 
Non-Partisan State Bank of North Da- 
kota sheds another light on the same 
revolution. “Labor has been depositing 
its money in banks owned and operated 
by capital,” said Nockels, “take your 
money out of these banks and cause 4 
run on them, put them in bad condition, 
and if the banks fall, capital will fall.” 

A mutual and reciprocal insurance 
man says that it is wrong for insurance 
capital to make a profit. Mr, Nockels 
says that it is wrong for banks to make 


a profit. Carried to its logical conclu- 
sion, who then is entitled to make 4 
profit? This is an application of my 


argument that you will be quick to un- 
derstand as it is aimed directly at your- 
selves. 

The next count of this indictment 
against stock insurance is that it costs 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 41) 
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PICKED NEW LOCATION 





LONDON GUARANTEE OFFICE 





Takes a Lease on the Building at 55- 
Fifth Avenue, New York, for 


Its Quarters 
The London Guarantee & Accident 
which will move its United States of- 
fice to New York City early next year 


has leased three floors at 55 Fifth ave- 
nue, in that city which will be the head 
office. It is expected that the executive 
officers and a large part of the staff will 
move from Chicago to New York about 
Mar. 1. The annual statement work 
will then be out of the way. The New 
York branch office of the London will 
remain at 96 Maiden Lane. 

The London Guarantee has taken a 
lease for 21 years. This building has 
become a favorite headquarters for in- 
surance companies. The Sun of Lon- 
don, Sun Indemnity and Patriotic have 
taken three floors. The Atlas Assur- 
ance and the Albany have one floor and 
the Metropolitan Casualty has recently 
leased one floor. There are 16 floors in 
the building and eight of these are now 
leased by insurance companies, 


STOCK COVER EXPLAINED 

BY CHARLES H. BURRAS 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40) 

too much and that mutual and reciprocal 
insurance provides this insurance at cost. 
One element of the stock company insur- 
ance cost is the agent’s commission, 
which is deemed by our mutual and re- 
ciprocal friends as economic waste. They 
try to tell you that all the agent does 
for the commission paid to him is to 
write the policy and collect the pre- 
mium. If this were the sum and sub- 
stance of the agent’s function, I would 
agree readily with their proposition. I 
am an agent myself and if that is the 
only service I rendered my clients I 
would not be justified anywhere in the 
business. The representative agent of 
the representative company is himself 
a specialist. He has devoted his busi- 
ness life to the problems of insurance 
and has fitted himself to render a service 


to the business community as highly 
technical in its requirements as the 
banker or the lawyer or the doctor. 

No one knows better than does the 
banker what service means. You sell 
your own service the same as we, as a 


commodity having a certain value. You 
solicit your accounts on the strength of 
the service you are able to render. 


Rates Based on Experience 


Another 
that stock 


count in 
company 


this 
rates 


indictment is 
are high and 
that they charge more than the insur- 
ance can be written for on the mutual 
or reciprocal plan. Experience has given 
us the rates we should charge, to pro- 
vide for operating expense, payment of 
losses and a _ reasonable underwriting 
profit on the capital invested. ‘ True, 
this experience is limited and must be 
subject from time to time to adjust- 
ments, owing to changing conditions. 
When you remember that the first cor- 
porate surety bond was written about 
1880, within the lifetime of a great many 
of us present, you will realize that our 
law of averages has not had time to reach 
its dead level and never will be capable 
of actuarial adjustment as life insurance 
rates are. There is no business in the 
world more highly competitive than ours 
and you can rest assured that if a com- 
pany is making an unreasonably large 
profit on any particular line of insurance 
carried that some competitor will quickly 
take advantage and reduce the rate on 
this line. 

Our mutual friends will point to the suc- 
cessful mutual life insurance companies. 
They have been in business a great many 
years and have accumulated millions of 
dollars of surplus and are among the 
outstanding successes of the insurance 
world, but in life insurance we are not 
dealing with casualty insurance. Death 
is not a casualty. It is a certainty. The 
cause of the death may be a casualty but 
death itself is immutable. The term “life 
insurance” is a misnomer. A loss under 
a life insurance policy, so called, is not 
a loss. It is merely the maturing of an 
obligation which the insurance company 
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ICE-PRESIDENT and_ General 
V Manager Herman A. Behrens of 

the Continental Casualty of Chi- 
cago has given much study to health 
insurance looking at it from its various 
viewpoints. Health insurance is a sub- 
ject that is engr ossing the minds of 
companies writing disability insurance. 
ir. Behrens brings out some features 
that are highly interesting. He says: 

Received Wide Treatment 


“Much has been said from a more or 
less technical standpoint on the subject 
of the increasing cost of health insur- 
ance, 

“The subject has been analyzed from 
an actuarial, underwriting, and medical 
standpoint. I for one confess that ex- 
cept as the net result of the figures 
clearly indicates the conclusion that the 
cost of health insurance is mounting 
these viewpoints do not give me a satis- 
factory explanation of the situation. 
For instance, it is common knowledge 
that the sickness rate in this country is 


much less tod» than it was 20 years 
ago, both as to its frequency and its 
duration. The coverage under health 
policies has been much liberalized in 
recent years but quite aside from the 
increased cost of these liberalizations 
the cost of health insurance is increas- 


ing. It seems to me that such a con- 
dition cannot be explained from a tech- 
nical standpoint, that the reasons must 
be almost wholly psychological. 


Health Insurance Not Investment 


“Going back to my original personal 
experience with health insurance cover- 
age, | remember distinctly how most of 
us viewed the subject of minor health 
claims—meaning by that disabilities of 
short duration. The man who had any 
where from one day to nime or ten days 
of incapacity due to a minor illness 
was discouraged from making a claim 
on the theory that the health coverage 
was intended primarily for serious 
cases of illness and that the making of 
several claims for minor causes might 
cause cancellation of the insurance on 
the ground that the risk was impaired. 
Clients were taught that health insur- 


ance was not an investment but a pro- 
tection. 
Small Claims Are Encouraged 

“T have no. statistics to prove my 
contention but I base my conclusion 
entirely upon personal observation when 
I say that the cost of the first week 
of disability under health policies 10 
years ago was not one-third of what 
it is today. Today I hear of brokers 


and agents who actually encourage the 
making of small claims, feeling that by 
so doing they are serving their clients 
and ignorant of the fact that really 
they are harming them. I am not say- 
ing that the good class of agents or 
-rokers follow this procedure, but I do 
believe that it is true that we now have 
a large number of agents and brokers 
who because of ignorance or short- 
sightedness have contributed largely to 


the increasing cost of the first week’s 
coverage under a_ health insurance 
policy. 


Drain of First Week Losses 


“At the present time I am told that 
20 percent of the entire »remium 
charged for principal sum, accident in- 
demnity and health indemnity benefits 
is used to pay losses for the first week 
of indemnity. Of the premium charge 
of $70 for a disabilit-- policy $14 is 
used to pay the first $25 of weekly in- 
demnity. This is a terrific premium 


has assumed and which the s Setiasmentens 
have anticipated. Mortuary tables of 
life insurance companies through many, 
many years of experience have been 
brought to the dead level and with such 
certainty that neither epidemics nor wars 
have caused any noticeable fluctuations 
in these tables. 








H. A. BEHRENS CALLS ATTENTION TO THE | 
DRAIN OF SMALL HEALTH CLAIMS | 


and one that the conscientious assured 
who buys disability insurance for pro- 
tection and not for investment has no 
business to pay. He is paying heavily 
for the trivial.and sometimes illegiti- 
mate claims of the man who views 


carrying health insurance as an invest- 
ment proposition. 

“As a matter of fact, I can’t see why 
the average assured under a commer- 
cial policy cares about indemnity cover- 
age for the first week of disability at 
such a cost. Of course it is a nice 
thing to have but it seems very expen- 
sive for what you get. All the fore- 
going is merely to give utterance to the 


personal opinion that the proper way 
to sell indemnity insurance, and espe- 
cially health indemnity, is by elimin- 
ating the first week of coverage and 
giving the conscientious assured the 
benefit of the very large discount in 


premium that results therefrom. 

“Perhaps that conclusion mav 
be explained in figures. 
bility policy costs $70 a year for $25 
a week full coverage. It costs $56 for 
the same amount of indemnity with one 
week excluded. For $70 a year the as- 
sured can buy $31.25 of weekly indem- 
nity with one week excluded. Here are 
two policies, each costing $70 a year, 
identical in all respects except that the 
first pays for the first week of indemnity 


better 
A good disa- 


and the second does not. The first 
pays $25 a week of indemnity, the sec- 
ond pays $31.25 per week.” 


RAP INDEMNIFYING CONTRACT 


Automobile Club of Missouri Sharply 
Criticizes Form Used by Mutuals 
and Reciprocals 


ST. LOUIS, Mo., 





Oct. 29.—The con 
troversy between the indemnifying con- 
tract and the policy of insurance was 
given impetus in this city last week by 
publication of an article in the Novem- 
ber issue of “Apropos,” the official mag- 
azine of the Automobile Club of Mis- 
souri, the article criticizing the practice 
of issuing supposed insurance policies 
that are actually no more than indemni- 
fying contracts. The article, written by 
T. E. Killeen, explains the situation re- 
garding the insolvency clause in an au- 
tomobile policy, presence of which as- 
sures pavment of a liability claim, but 
lack of which may mean an unpaid claim, 
in the case of insolvency on the part of 
the policyholder. It is pointed out that 
it is generally the practice of the stock 
companies to include this insolvency 
clause, though the mutual and reciprocal 
contracts are seldom more than indemni- 
fying contracts, under which a claim is 
paid only if the ‘policyholk ler is financially 
able to first pay it himself and then re- 
cover from the mutual or reciprocal. 
The practice of issuing these indemnify- 
ing contracts is severely condemned in 
the article in “Apropos” and the club, 
which is one of the strong middle west- 
ern automobile clubs and which has no 
insurance affiliation, takes a stand against 
this, recommending all members to 
those companies which use the insolv- 
ency clause, listing several of these stock 
companies. 


Bond for “Babe Ruth” 

Surety home office at 
got a thrill last week 
Denver newspaper 


The Federal 
Davenport, la., 
with a receipt of a 
which featured on its front page a 
banner that “Babe Ruth is out on a 
Federal Surety bond.” It developed, 
however that this “Babe Ruth” is not 
the home-run king but a zoo bear. A 
secret society conceived the idea of bor- 
rowing the animal to give a realistic 
touch to its ceremonies but before re- 
leasing the pet, the park commissioners 
protected themselves by securing a $1,- 
000 bond to insure against any injury 
to the candidates. The Federal Surety 
agent wrote the bond. 
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FEDERAL SURETY MEN 
AT THE HOME OFFICE 


41 


Second Annual Home Coming 
Celebration Was Held at 
Davenport Last Week 


MANY AGENTS ON HAND 


A. C. Savage of Des Moines, H. J. Bell 
of Milwaukee and Henry Swift 
Ives Were Speakers 


The second annual home coming con- 
vention of represeutatives of the Fec- 
eral Surety of Davenport, la., was held 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 91 
last week. There were four outsicte 
speakers. A. C. Savage, former insur 
ance commissioner of Iowa, spoke the 





w. 
Vice-President 
Federal 


L. TAYLOR 
and General 


Surety 


Manager 


first 
the 


afternoon; H. J. Bell, manager of 
Milwaukee 


the second morning; 


safety division, Associa- 
tion of Commerce, 
Henry Swift Ives of Chicago, 


the Casualty 


secretary 
of Information Clearing 
House, the afternoon of the last day 
and C. M. Cartwright of THE NATIONAL 
UNDERWRITER at the banquet. There 
were about 175 agents present, 
Savage Spoke on Cooperation 


Mr. Savage in his talk stressed the 
need of cooperation the field repre- 
sentatives. He said that an agent 
should do some underwriting on his 
own account. He should not pass 
everything that he secures to the com- 
pany and let the entire decision rest 
there. He can save a lot of time and 
trouble if he will use some selection 
and rejection on his own account. He 
called attention to the fact that the head 
office was the best judge of what busi- 


of 


ness was desirable inasmuch as it had 
the benefit of the experience and the 
data from other companies. Mr. Sav- 


age said that the business is 


insurance 
based on 


cooperation, 
Bell Speaks on Safety Movement 


Mr. Bell gave a history of the safety 
movement showing what the results 
have been in industries which have 
established safety campaigns. He re- 
viewed the statistics of 1921 which 
showed that there were 75,981 people 
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killed by accident. Of these 12,000 were 
killed by falls. Three out of every five 
are home accidents. There were 11,000 
automobile fatalities in 1921, 78,000 rail- 
road deaths, 6,000 deaths by drowning, 
36,000. by asphyxiation. Mr. Bell said 
that in 1921, in addition to the number 
killed there were 2,000,000 injured. For 
every fatality there are 25 injuries. 
Reduced Fatality Ratio 


He referred to the experience of the 
Illinois Steel Company which was the 
first industrial concern to inaugurate a 
safety campaign. In 1919 when this 
was established there were 56 killed. 
In 1922 there were two fatalities. The 
Northwestern Railroad also has had 
considerable experience along safety 
movement lines, it having inaugurated 
its department in 1910. It shows a ma- 


terial decrease in death losses and in- 
juries. 
Mr. Bell said that 50 percent of the 


accidents occur in 
percent in industries 
home. There were 736 automobile fa- 
talities in Chicago last year. In Mil- 
waukee there have been 288 so far this 
vear. 

The Federal Surety is now operating 
in 19 states and the District of Colum- 
bia. The largest delegation came from 
the agency of A. J. Schunk of Minneap- 
olis, there being 15 agents accompany- 
ing him. There were 30 wives accom- 
panying their husbands to Davenport. 


places; 35 


public 
and 15 percent at 


Address by H, 8S. Ives 


Mr. Ives in his talk called attention to 
the fact that individual initiative is back 
of all achievement. He said that the 
socalled radicals are not constructive 
forces. They are always protesting 
against what other people have done. 
Mr. Ives that the 
flicted with a plague of laws. This is 
due to the tide of immigration coming 
here. These people in their home coun- 
try were ddminated by laws and restric- 
tions of various kinds. Loyal to their 


said 





country is in- | 





passed in this country to regulate them 
instead of allowing people to regulate 
themselves. American people believe in 
personal initiative and letting the indi- 
vidual work out his salvation as far 
as he can. He said that there were 
ever 50,000 bills introduced in the vari- 
ous legislatures this year. Many of 
them tended to restrict individual initia- 
tive. He said there are 2,000,00@ people 
in governmental jobs of various kinds. 


Tremendous Tax Bill 


Mr. Ives called attention to the big 
tax bill being paid by the people and 
business of this country amounting to 
$8,500,000,000. He estimated that the 
income of all workers in this country 
is $60,000,000,000. Thus there is a huge 
tax bill to be met out of this income. 
Mr, Ives~declared that the people must 
rise up against bringing more people 


into public work and thus increasing 
the tax bill. He said that this is getting 
to be a tax ridden country and more 


and more people are feeding at the pub- 
lic crib. He objected to the increased 
inheritance taxes, saying that they are 
uppressing the ambition of people to 
save and hand down what they have 
saved to the next generation. He urged 
that the people insist that government 
be kept in its proper place and not be 
allowed to spread itself out into private 
work. 

At the first business meeting Presi- 
dent Charles Shuler of the Federal Sur- 


ety called the men to order and intro- 
duced Vice-President and General 
Manager W. L. Taylor, who acted as 


chairman. The address of welcome was 
made by Alfred C. Mueller, mayor of 
Davenport, and the response was made 
by A. J. Schunk of Minneapolis, 

At the last afternoon session A. J. 
Schoonover of Indianapolis presided 
over a symposium when some of 
agents spoke. Vice-President Taylor 
had arranged for various entertainment 
features. There was a golf tournament 
at the Rock Island Arsenal Golf Course, 


Kan., got the price for low gross; W. 
H. Stuart, superintendent liability de- 
partment home office, low net and Gen- 
eral Counsel Charles Grilk, the blind 
bogey. 

There was a smoker the second even- 
ing where the men were entertained by 
Lee Barth, a monologist, and James C. 
Sherman, a sleight of hand performer. 
There was a wrestling bout which at- 
tracted wide attention. 

The ladies were given a theatre party 
the second evening and were entertained 
at the Davenport Outing Club the last 
day at a luncheon and musical by Mrs. 
W. L. Taylor, assisted by the wives of 
department heads. 

At the banquet Charles Grilk, general 
counsel of the Federal Surety, acted as 
toastmaster. He is one of the well 
known orators in Davenport. Mrs. Tay- 
lor was presented with a handsome vase 
by the ladies attending the homecoming 
celebration, the presentation being made 
by Mrs. Jos, Randall of Washington, D. 
C. Mr. Taylor was given a big bouquet 
of chrysanthemums, the _ presentation 
being made by A. J. Schoonover of In- 
dianapolis. Brief talks were made at the 
banquet by President Mueller, Dr. Geo. 
E, Decker, vice-president and medical 
director, who is also president of the 
Register Life of Davenport, la.; Sec- 


Director M. H. Calderwood, who is 
president of the Eldridge Savings Bank 
of Eldridge, la.; and former Insurance 
Commissioner Savage of lowa. 
General Manager Taylor came in for 
many compliments. He is affectionately 
“Uncle Bill.” He has the confidence of 
the other officers and directors as 
as the home office staff and agency force 
Mr, Taylor has built the Federal Sur- 





the | 


ety along substantial lines. He adheres 
strictly to rates. The Federal is pro- 
gressive in every respect. Mr. Tay- 
lor is a man of wide experience in the 
; : 

casualty and surety field. He is known 


training they feel that laws should be | Special Agent W. R. Martin of Wichita, | far and wide throughout the country. 





retary and Treasurer Frank B. Yetter, | 


and familiarly known to everybody as | 


well | 


| senior 


| in Los Angeles about 





The premium receipts of the Federal 
Surety have increased so far this year 
70 percent. Its loss and expense ratios 
are lower than last year. 

Among the prominent state managers 
and general agents present were E. J, 
Schoonover of Indianapolis; A. : 
Schunk of Minneapolis; A. W. Payne, 
Denver, Colo.; Ralph Michel, New Or- 
leans; George F. Stein, Memphis; Si- 
mon Klotz, Birmingham, Ala.; F. Wiley, 
Oklahoma City; Joseph Randall, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; J. P. Stammel, Detroit 
and George Hardin, Chattanooga. At- 
torney Thomas Watters of Des Moines; 


Judge Lowe or Oklahoma City and At- 


torney Melrin of Minneapolis were 
present as special guests. 
zsuvalty Notes 
The United States National Life & 


Casualty of Chicago has been licensed to 
write life, accident and health business 
in Maryland and Pennsylvania. 

Northern New Jersey has been added 
to the territory hitherto supervised for 
the Northwestern Casualty & Surety of 
Milwaukee by Greene & Goetschius of 


New York City. 

Herman A. Shafer of Bridgeport, O., 
has been chosen head of the motor bus 
division of the Ohio public utilities com- 
mission, and William Stroup of Cleve- 
land has been appointed a deputy. The 
division will have charge of the opera- 
tion of the new motor bus law. 

J. A. Cochrane, vice-president of the 
National Surety and superintendent of 


its forgery bond department, arrived in 
San Francisco last week and is expected 
Nov. 1. The object 
of his trip to California is to make a 
general inspection of that department. 


W. C. Krumery has been appointed 
superintendent of the compensation and 
| liability lines of the Metropolitan Cas- 


Aetna Life for 
counterman and 


office of the 
five years as 
underwriter. 

Mrs. L. Hinnant Burton 
pointed manager of the 
ment of the Richmond, Va., 
the United Fidelity & 
succeeding P. M. Fitzgerald, 


has been ap- 
surety depart- 
branch of 
Guaranty, 
resigned. 


Mrs. Burton was for twelve years with 
the National Surety in Richmond, be ing 
assistant state manager a part of this 


period. 





'4VAPAPAVAPAPAVAPAVAPAPAVAPAPAPAVAPAPAVAVAVAVAPAVAPARAPAVAPAVAVAVAVAVAPAVAVAVAVAVAVAPAVAPAPAPAPAVAPAPAVAVAPAPAVAVAVAPAVAPAVAPAVAVAPAPAPAPAPAZAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPA PAA PATAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAPAVAVAVAVAPAPAVAPAVAPAPAPA 








URETY MEN WANTED 


Not later than January Ist next this Company 
will actively engage in the surety and fidelity 
bond business, operating as a separate and dis- 
tinct entity. 


A complete organization is needed for Home 
Office and field work. 


Applications for positions in executive, claim, 


clerical and field work may be addressed to un- 
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: dersigned in Strict Confidence. 

RS E. A. ST. JOHN, President 

: 

8 , 

New York Indemnity Company 

5 115 Broadway, New York 
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Income Increasers 


pPSURANCE agencies which are now handling fidelity and 


surety lines find that they contribute largely toward making a 
pleasing total on the profit side of their ledgers. 


Take Fidelity Bonds, for instance. There is always a market 
for them. With moderate care they will stay on an Agent’s 
book indefinitely and it frequently happens that the amount of 
coverage can be increased on the anniversary dates. Another 
desirable feature is that, through the sale of Fidelity Bonds, the 
Agent makes friendships useful in the sale of other insurance. 


Then there are Contract, Judicial, Public Official and De- 


pository Bonds, many of which are required by law and do not 
have to be sold. 


Representatives of the Fidelity and Deposit Company find 
their connection profitable in every respect. When the F & D 
appoints an Agent it does not simply hand him a rate manual 
and hang a sign on his wall. He immediately becomes one of 
the “family” and entitled to every advantage and comfort in the 
Company’s power to bestow. 


There exists at the Home Office, not an “Agency Depart- 
ment” to deal out powers of attorney and supplies, but a large 
and active Production Department which is enthusiastically 
concerned with the welfare and profit of each F & D agent. 


Now is a good time to affiliate yourself with this progressive 


surety company. The application below will command instant 
attention. 


SSouSsSeoos8ss999933s399939398 


Production Department 
Fidelity and Deposit Company 


Fidelity and Deposit 
Company 


OF MARYLAND 
‘The Bonding Company” 
BALTIMORE 


I 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| sented in this territory I will be glad to have 
| full information regarding an agency connec- 
| tion with your Company. 

| 

| 

| 


Baltimore, Maryland . 
If you are not already adequately repre- Ip 
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Fidelity and Surety Bonds and Burglary Insurance 
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THERE ARE 45% 
MORE NAMES 


ON THE LIST OF EMPLOYERS CARRYING 

GROUP INSURANCE IN THE TRAVELERS 

THAN ON THE GROUP LIST OF ANY OTHER 
COMPANY 


SOME OF THE REASONS 


Guaranteed low cost. 


Payment of death claims within 48 hours after 
notice. 


Over a hundred claim offices in the United States 
or Canada, meaning prompt service no matter 
where employees may be located or may travel. 


The size and stability of The Travelers. 


The fact that employees instantly recognize a 
Travelers contract as the best in insurance. 


The Travelers permanent total disability clause. 
The Travelers simplified system of records. 


The privilege extended to employers, of consul- 
tation with Travelers experts on engineering 
and safety problems, personnel management, in- 
dustrial relations, employees’ social organiza- 
tions and magazines, factory and office lighting, 
promotion of health among workers, etc. 


Safety bulletins, danger signs, safety pamphlets 
and books, The Travelers Standard. 


Payroll envelope enclosures to keep the subject 
of Group Insurance before employees. 


11. Christmas greeting cards for the use of employ- 


ers among employees. 


12. Educational literature on personal hygiene, for 


distribution among employees. r 


Tue Traveters Insurance CoMPaANy 
Hartford 


Tue Traveters INDEMNITY CoMPANY 
L. F. BUTLER, PRESIDENT Connecticut 


THE TRAVELERS 


ACCIDENT, LIFE, LIABILITY, 


GROUP, 


HEALTH, 
BURGLARY, 


AUTOMOBILE, 
PLATE GLASS, 


STEAM 
AIRCRAFT, 


BOILER, 
MACHINERY 


COMPENSATION, 























ACCIDENT AND HEALTH 














GAINS IN PREMIUM INCOME 





Inter-Ocean Casualty Has Made an In- 
crease of $380,000 So Far This 
Year in Receipts 





The Inter-Ocean Casualty of Cincin- 
nati has already made a gain of over 
$380,000 in its premium income this 
year over the same period last and ex- 
pects to close the year with an increase 
of $500,000. This increase is coming 
from all departments. 

One of the new features of the com- 
pany is the limited policies being sold 
to varlous large city newspapers, which 
are given away with each year’s sub- 
scription. A registration fee of 50 cents 
is charged by the newspaper, which 
covers a part of the cost. This depart- 
ment is in charge of Samuel Clark of 
Chicago and he has already signed con- 
tracts with a number of the leading 
papers of the country, including papers 
in Boston, Detroit, Chicago and San 
Francisco. These policies are sold by 
the hundred thousands and have proved 
to be good business for the company. 
There is not only the actual profit on 
the business to be considered; there is 
large advertising value in such cam- 
paigns and also a possible renewal or 
prospect value. 





Gets Out Accident Policy 


The Hartford Accident & Indemnity 
has gotten out a $5 automobile accident 
policy covering the assured while he is 
operating, driving, riding in, demonstrat- 
ing, adjusting or cranking an automobile. 
It also covers the policyholder if he is 
struck or run over by an automobile 
while on the street or if the injury is 
due to burning or explosion of an auto- 
mobile.. It covers death due to carbon 
monoxide poisoning of an automobile ex- 
haust. The face of the policy is $1,500. 
There is a weekly indemnity of $25 a 
week for a limit of 26 weeks. Fifty per- 
cent is paid for partial indemnity, the 
limit being four weeks. 





Peerless Life Changes 


George W. Jeffrey, former reinsurance 
underwriter for the Business Men’s As- 
surance, has been elected assistant sec- 
retary of the Peerless Life of Kansas City. 

The following increased benefits on the 
companies’ accident and health policies 
have been authorized and made retroac- 
tive to original policyholders, beginning 
on the second anniversary of their poli- 
cies: Double the principal sum in case of 
death of insured by common carrier; hos- 
pital indemnity increased from 50 percent 
of weekly indemnity to 100 percent, not 
exceeding ten weeks; surgical indemnities 
paid in addition to weekly indemnity and 
hospital and in case of death of bene- 
ficiary (if under age 60) on a common 
earrier, principal sum will be paid to the 
insured, 





Now Has Its Own Building 


PHILADELPHIA, PA., Oct. 30—The 
Provident Industrial Life, Health & Ac- 
cident, which for 19 years occupied the 
four-story building at 1332 Spring Gar- 
den street, is now located in its own 
office building at' the northeast corner of 
Spring Garden and Nineteenth streets, 
having purchased the four-story brown 
stone and brick residence and remodeled 
and modernized the exterior and interior 
and adapted the structure for office pur- 
poses. The general business office and 
claim department are located on the main 
floor, the executive offices and board room 
on the second floor and the agents’ quar- 
ters on the third floor. The ground floor 
has been fitted up and is leased for mer- 
cantile business. 


Mutual Benefit’s Big Gain 


The Mutual Benefit Health & Accident 
of Omaha will show a gain in premium 
income of more than $1,000,000 this year 
and expects its total for 1923 to be more 
than $3,250,000. Its business for Septem- 
ber showed an increase of nearly 100 
percent over the same month of 1922. 

The company is planning to enter Min- 
nesota and Tennessee in the near future. 








WILL OPEN SCHOOL IN EAST 





National Life U. S. A. Will Open Insti- 
tute to Instruct New Men at New- 
ark, N. J. Dec. 3. 





The United States National Life & 
Casualty and the casualty department of 
the National Life U. S. A., both of Chi- 
cago, will hold the next session of their 
accident and health insurance school in 
Newark, N. J., commencing Dec. 3. On 
account of the pressing need for men to 
immediately develop new territory, and 
because of the holiday season, this term 
of school will be for a period of three 
weeks only. 

The director will be W. A. Granville, 
of the educational department of the 
companies, W. Leonard, now man- 
ager of the Pittsburgh district, will serve 
as assistant director. J. J. Krist, eastern 
mianager, will also be a member of the 
faculty of the school. All three served 
cn the teaching force of the school dur- 
ing the July session held in Chicago. 
Harold D. Foster, a graduate of the 
July school and a university trained 
man, will act as register and business 
manager as well as assist in the instruc- 
tion. A. K. King, who graduated with 
high honors at the close of the last ses- 
sion of the school, will have charge of 
the production end of the work. The 
plan of devoting the forenoons to class 
instruction and the afternoons and even- 
ings to actual canvassing in the Newark 
field, will be followed. 

In addition to the corps of regular 
teachers a number of men prominent in 
the insurance world have been engaged 
to give lecture courses. One of the two 
chief text books used for instruction 
purposes will be on the weekly life, ac- 
cident and health manual compiled by 
Dr. Granville and used in the July 
school. It contains 144 pages of instruc- 
tion matter designed particularly for this 
class of business. The other, now in 
preparation, is a new monthly and com. 
mercial accident and health manual, 
which will have about 100 pages of in- 
struction material in addition to the 
usual classification of risks. 


Southern Aid Changes 


Several promotions tn the field have 
been announced by the Southern Aid So- 
ciety of Richmond, Va. Agent R. J. 
Johnson of Staunton, Va., has been pro- 
moted to superintendent in charge of the 
Alexandria, Va., district. Agents C. E. 
Bryan and C. L. Smith, both of Wash- 
ington, D. C., have been promoted to 
assistant superintendents. 

The agents of the company are now en- 
gaged in a special new business contest, 
which ends Nov. 2, Much interest has 
been created throughout the field. Offi- 
cials of the company report that new 
business and collections are running bet- 
ter than for the past two years, while 
claims are about normal for the first time 
in five years. 





License Topeka Company Soon 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct, 30.—The Kansas 
department is expected to issue a cer- 
tificate of authority shortly to the Mid- 
West Life & Casualty Association of 
Topeka. The company received its state 
charter two months ago but when it 
made its application for authority to do 
business the insurance department de- 
clined to authorize it because of 4 
defect in the charter. The charter has 
been amended so that suits may be 
brought against the company in any 
county and not limited to the home 
county. 

The company will not write life insur- 
ance for the present. It is organized on 
a purely mutual business under the new 
mutual insurance law and will write 
health and accident business. J. C. Hart- 
man, D. C. Hartman, H. S. Heltemes, C. 
A. Hetrick and H. W: Lockard, all of 
Topeka, are the incorporators, 





Lincoln H. & A. Expanding 


The Lincoln Health & Accident of Ok- 
lahoma City, Ckla., has changed to 4 
stock basis and is now writing industrial 
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life business in addition to the regular 
health and accident policies. 

It has been licensed in Missouri 
Vice-President John T. Acres is 
that state supervising the opening of 
several district offices. E. L. Poindexter, 
formerly superintendent of the Oklahoma 
City district, has been appointed super- 
intendent of Kansas City district, and J. 
F. Jones, formerly superintendent at 
Muskogee, Okla., has been appointed as 
superintendent of Oklahoma City district. 

The company has made substantial 
progress this year and the officers are 
very optimistic as regard the future out- 
look. 


and 
now in 


Missouri State Breaks Record 


John J. Crowley, second vice-president 
of the Missouri State Life, who is in 
charge of the accident department, states 
the October sales of accident insurance 
has surpassed all previous records for 


that company. On Monday, Oct. 22, pre- 
miums totaling $3,500 on 115 policies 
were received, breaking the previous 


single day record of $2,200 on 70 policies. 

F. M. Deuchler of St. Louis is leading 
the Missouri State Life agents in paid-for 
accident and health for 1922, and he also 
had the honor of leading in the Christ- 
mas fund accident contest among old pro- 
ducers from Sept. 1 to Oct. 22, the last 
date on which the standings were com- 
piled. C. C. Alexander of the Duluth 
branch leads the new producers in the 
contest, 


Richmond Company Changes Name 


The Virginia Casualty of Richmond has 
amended its charter changing its name 
to the Virginia Life & Casualty. The 
company, which writes industrial life and 
sick benefits, effected the change in its 
name so that it might indicate that it 
was writing both lines. 


J. J. Tague, president of the Supreme 
Casualty of Milwaukee, announces the 
appointment of Julian B. Bradbury and 
Sam MaGee as district agents for Grant 
county, Wis., with headquarters at Fen- 
nimore, Wis, 
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BANK BURGLARY TEXTBOOK 





Second Section of Book Written by 
Paul L. Wellener of Fidelity & 
Deposit Just Off Press 


BALTIMORE, MD., Oct. 
Insurance,” the second section of “Bur- 
glary Insurance,” written by Paul L. 
Wellener, vice-president in charge of 
burglary insurance of the Fidelity & 
Deposit, has just come from the press 
and, like its predecessor, Section 1, 
which dealt with residence burglary, 
theft and larceny, is meeting with wide 
circulation throughout the country, 
through requests being: made for copies. 

Under the head of “preliminary and 
general topics,” Mr. Wellener says: 

Banks, trust companies and 
financial institutions represent a class 
which are probable more uniformly in- 
terested in burglary insurance than any 
other group of risks. The reason for 
this interest can be readily understood 
when one considers the fact that such 
institutions are continually subject to 
attacks of violence as well as being sub- 
jected to crimes of intelligence in the 
way of forgeries, frauds and the like. 
A bank is a depository for wealth. What 


31.—‘ Bank 


other 


can provide a greater incentive to the 
thief than this? 
Bank Insurance Not Understood 
Despite this general interest and the 
fact that practically all banks carry 
burglary insurance in some form, the 


Subject of insurance for banks neverthe- 
less seems to be less understood by the 
average agent than any other form of 
coverage. 

It is the purpose of this book on bank 
insurance to give not only the agent a 
greater knowledge of this important 
branch of the business, but to also af- 
ford the banker a better understanding 
of the protection his insurance policies 
afford. 


Classes of Bank Insurance 


Briefly, the burglary underwriters di- 
vides bank insurance into two general 
classes: (1) burglary, (2) robbery. For- 
gery insurance is also classed by the in- 
Surance of some states as “burglary” in- 
surance, but as forgery protection is an 
important subject it will be treated 
separately later. 

Bank burglary policies indemnify 
banks: (a) against loss by burglary oc- 
casioned through thieves breaking into 
the safe or vault during hours when 
the bank is closed; (b) against loss by 
robbery occurring in the premises when 
thieves, through violence or the threat 
of violence, cause employes or officers of 
the bank to surrender the bank’s funds; 
(c) against loss by robbery of bank funds 
from messengers employed outside the 
bank premises; (d) against loss through 
the separate hazards of burglary or 
robbery of property belonging to others 
when contained in leased safe deposit 
boxes. 


Confusion on Burglary Rates 


There is considerable confusion among 
the agents on burglary rates for open 
Stock policies, owing to competitive rates 
that were promulgated following the an- 


SHOW BANKERS THEIR WARES 


Stock, Mutual and Reciprocal Represent- 
atives Presented Three-Cornered 
Discussion in Chicago 


An unusual three-cornered discussion, 
in which the merits of stock, mutual and 
reciprocal casualty insurance were vari- 
ously presented by representatives of 
each class, was held in Chicago last 
week at the meeting of the Chicago and 
Cook County Bankers Association. It 
was not in the form of a debate, as brief 
talks were given by each of the three 
group representatives, but in each case 
every effort was made to impress the 
bankers with the class of insurance in- 
volved. It was also of particular sig- 
nificance, as the Illinois bankers are now 
working out plans for a proposed mu- 
tual casualty company, to handle the 
business of bankers in the state. 


All Angles Presented 


Charles H. Burras, president of Joyce 
& Company in Chicago, spoke for the 
stock companies, giving a detailed analy- 
sis of stock insurance and pointing out 
some of the fallacies 
and mutual plans of operation. 
stressed the similarity between insur- 
ance and banking and pointed to the 
danger to banking itself, through exten- 
| sion of the mutualistic idea. Joseph ( 

Adderly, president of the Integrity Mu- 
tual of Chicago, represented the mutual 
companies, emphasizing the fact that he 
spoke for mutual corporations and not 
| the class of interinsurers and cooperative 
| associations that are often confused with 
mutual companies. He reviewed the his- 
tory of mutual insurance from its incep- 
| tion and then concentrated his discus- 
sion to conditions in the Illinois field. 
He commented on the growth of mutual 
companies in Illinois, while local stock 
companies have not prospered as suc- 
cessfully. He said that but 1 percent of 
the total fire and casualty premiums of 
$100,000,000 in the state are written by 
Illinois stock companies. J. D. Schwitz- 
gebel, president for the attorney-in-fact 
of the Bankers Indemnity Alliance of 
Kansas City, spoke for reciprocal in- 
surance, making a short talk in which 
he compared the three classes of cover- 
age. Mr. Schwitzgebel made _ several 
remarks to which underwriters of both 
mutual and stock ranks took exception. 











nouncement of the United States Fidelity 
& Guaranty that it would give a larger 
discount on protective devices. The bu- 
reau companies finally ordered a cut of 
40 percent. A few companies are not 
allowing any discount at all. They are 
out of the market. Some are allowing 25 
percent discount where the risk is not up 
to par. Where a risk is well protected 
and seems desirable a 40 percent reduc- 
tion is allowed. Local agents, therefore, 
do not know what position their com- 
panies will take on various risks. Where 
a 40 percent reduction is permitted, most 





companies require standard protection. 





Chas. L. Nicholson, President Harry R. Wood, Secretary 


THE INTER-STATE SURETY COMPANY 


REDFIELD, SOUTH DAKOTA 


WE ISSUE 
DEPOSITORY, FIDELITY BONDS JUDICIAL, OFFICIAL and 
WAREHOUSE MISCELLANEOUS 


PLATE GLASS and BANK BURGLARY INSURANCE 








Republic Casualty Co. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 


Writes All Lines of Casualty Insurance 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds 








W. E. SMALL, President E. P. AMERINE, Secretary 


Surplus and Reserves as to Policyholders, $2,054,516.67 





Georgia Casualty Company 


AUTOMOBILE 

PLATE GLASS 

BURGLARY 

LIABILITY 

PROPERTY DAMAGE 

WORKMEN'S 
COMPENSATION 


Macon, Ga. 


An American Company 








Re-Insurance DEE A. STOKER 
Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 
Catastrophe Hazard 111 W. Jackson Blvd. CHICAGO 


Blanket Auto Excess Fire Covers in American Companies 








in the reciprocal | 
He | 





The American Credit-Indemnity Co. 
of NEW YORK 
CREDIT INSURANCE ONLY 
J. F.McFADDEN, President 


The American’s Unlimited Policy not only provides absolute protection an 
abnormal loss on all outstanding covered accounts, but serves to prevent losses. 








If you are a manufacturer or jobber, write for the full particulars of this service. 

511 Locust St., St. Louis, Mo. 104 Fifth Ave., New York 
OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 

R. J. LYDDANE, General Agent 1140 Marquette Bldg., Chicago 








EMPLOYER’S LIABILITY 


Assurance Corporation, Ltd., of London, England 
SAMUEL APPLETON, Manager and Attorney U. S. Branch, 33 Broad Street, Boston, Mass, 
Original and Leading Liability Company 

All Forms of Liability Insurance 
The Most Advanced and Practical Personal Accident and Sickness Policies 


THOS. E. HANLON, General Agent, Ohio, East Ky., 
Building, Cincinnati; STONE, STAFFORD & STONE, General Agents, Ind. and Ky. 
mcke Annex, Indianapolis, Ind.; McMULLAN & DOUAIRE, Res. Mers., Ill. an 
Iowa, Insurance Exchange Bldg., ‘Chicago, Ill.; CHAS. H. GARRISON, State Agent, 
Mich., ae 5" Detroit; LOYAL DURAND, General Agent, Wis., Wells Bidg., 
Milwaukee; firrsc HBERG & co., General Agents, Merchants Exchange, St. 
Louis ; COVE: HASKEL L COMPANY, General Agents, Woodmen of the World Build- 
ing, Omaha, Neb.; JAMES & MANCHESTER CO., General Agents, Leader-News Blidg., 
lg Ohio. ; ’R. M. NEELY COMPANY, General Agents, Capitol Bank Bldg., 

aul, Minn, 





W. Va., Tenn., First National Bank 














SPECIALISTS GATHER THE INFOR- 
MATION THAT APPEARS IN THE 
NATIONAL UNDERWRITER. 
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Income Insurance Specialists 


Opportunities for Salesmen in Forty-Seven States 
Address H. A. LUTHER, 2nd Vice-President 


North American Accident Insurance Co. 


209 South LaSalle Street, CHICAGO 









































A Home Company with the backing 
of the people in its own home town. 


$150,000.00 in Premiums in Cincinnati alone. 


Quick Service to Agents—Prompt and 
Satisfactory Adjustments to Policyholders. 





All Forms of Automobile Insurance In One Policy 


GENERAL AGENTS WANTED IN— 


Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana, West Virginia and Kentucky 


W. R. SANDERS, President 
HOME OFFICE CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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FIDELITY and SURETY BONDS 


ACCIDENT, HEALTH, BURGLARY 
AUTOMOBILE, "LIABILITY, PLATE GLASS 
AND WORKMEN’ S COMPENSATION INSURANCE 
Executive Offices Great Eastern Department 
en 


630-836 Union Street 100 Maid: . 
New Orleans New York 
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THE CASUALTY REVIEW—A MONTHLY MAGAZINE FOR 


ACCIDENT AND HEALTH MEN 








| Just how the companies will come out on 
' their open stock business with this sharp 
| cut remains to be seen. 





Concerned Over Jewelery Losses 


NEW YORK, Oct. 29.—Statistics sub- 
| mitted by the president of the Jewelers’ 
| Security Alliance at a meeting in New 
| York this week showed that in the first 





nine months of the present year, jewelers 
of New York city had lost close to 
$500,000 through holdups and robberies. 
The jewelers are greatly concerned over 
the situation and are considering meas- 
ures for more effective police protection. 
The great majority of the jewelry estab- 
lishments of the city are insured with 
London Lloyds, the number carrying in- 
demnity with home companies being al- 
most negligible. 














WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 














BUSINESS GOOD AT BUFFALO 


Compensation Writing Companies Re- 
port Increase in Premiums, with 
Loss Ratio Running Low 


BUFFALO, N. Y., Oct. 30.—The 
writing of compensation insurance in 
the Buffalo territory seems to be on 
the increase and several of the board 
companies report a very profitable year. 
The state compensation ‘bureau has not 
yet worked out of its difficulties and 
the bureau for western New York is 
still tied up with a long calendar of 
unsettled cases in spite of the fact that 
several extra men have been assigned to 
this district. 

One large company, reporting for 
New York state as a whole, states that 
its compensation underwriting for the 
first three months of this year showed 
an increase of 22 percent over the 
same three months “of the previous year. 
In April, its business jumped 100 per- 
cent over March. May was a splendid 
month, compared with May of last year 
and July went 110 percent ahead of 
May. The increase has been steady and 
very satisfactory since July. This com- 
pany has had its New York business 
boomed considerably by taking over 
several large outside lines. 

Another large company reports that 
its business in the Buffalo district has 
been running ahead of last year every 
month this year and in general that is 
the condition of most of the compen- 
sation-writing agencies in this city. 

Loss ratios are running low this year 
on compensation in this. district. One 
company which writes a large number 
of chain, department, cigar and grocery 
stores reports that its losses from this 
class of risk have been negligible. 

It is believed that a recent amend- 
ment of the New York state compen- 
sation law will make the business still 
more profitable from an underwriting 
standpoint. The amendment referred 
to provides for double compensation and 
death benefit in the case of minors 
illegally employed, making the employer 
responsible for the amount of the in- 
creased indemnity. This, it is pointed 
out, will make employers more careful 
about illegally employing minors, even 
in periods of feverish industrial activity, 
and consequently diminish this hazard. 
It is a recognized fact that young people 
are much more careless than adults in 
factory work and the losses originating 
from this source have been mounting 
up to large aggregate sums during the 
past few years. 


Oklahoma Compensation Case 


The Oklahoma Supreme Court in the 
case of Harrelson against the State In- 
dustrial Commission held that where a 
third person is working for the same 
employer as the injured claimant al- 
though doing piece work instead of re- 
ceiving salary or wages and it is at his 
invitation that the claimant places him- 
self in a nosition from which the injury 
results, the mere fact that his earnings 
are not determined on a wage or salary 
basis, does not constitute him an inde- 
pendent contractor, so as to raise a legal 
question as to whether the claimant’s in- 
jury arose out of or in the course of his 
employment. 


State Fund Fight in Kansas 


TOPEKA, KAN., Oct. 30.—John H. 
Crawford, judge of the Kansas industrial 
court in charge of labor laws, has been 








advised by labor leaders that another 
effort will be made in the next session 
of the legislature for a state compensa- 
tion fund. Similar proposals have been 
submitted to previous legislatures but 
no really active fight for them has been 
made. The union leaders assert that 
they are preparing to make a real cam- 
paign for state insurance next year. 

Some time ago Judge Crawford advised 
the insurance men that unless they 
adopted a more liberal policy of adjust- 
ments, they could expect a fight for 
either state insurance or a state com- 
mission to supervise the settlements of 
all compensation claims. Judge Craw- 
ford has received letters from several 
coupanies and from a considerable num- 
ber of employers saying they would wel- 
come a state commission proposal that 
appeared reasonable and fair. 





No Compensation for Tonsilitis 


BISMARCK, N. D., Oct. 30—In the case 
of an elevator employe presenting claim 
for compensation, alleging that he was 
suffering from tonsilitis caused by dust 
and exposure while attending to his 
duties, compensation was denied by the 
compensation bureau on the ground that 
he was suffering from disease and not an 
injury arising in the course of employ- 
ment. 


Agent’s Act Binds Company 


RICHMOND, VA., Oct. 30—In sustaining 
a ruling of the Virginia industrial com- 
mission awarding $3,150 to the widow of 
John Miller, who was killed in an accident 
in a coal mine near Richmond, the law 
and equity court on appeal held that an 
insurance company is responsible for the 
act of a subordinate agent or officer re- 
lating to the company’s affairs. In the 
case at issue, which involved a restricted 
risk, the company claimed that valid 
notice of cancellation had been given 
prior to the accident and that the date 
was deferred by one of the officers who 
was not vested with such authority. In 
the opinion of Judge Crump, the policy 
continued in force and was still in force 
at the time the loss incurred. 





Oklahoma Accident Report 


OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA., Oct. 36 
Two hundred accidents a day is the aver 
age number reported to the state indus- 
trial commission of Oklahoma for adjust 
ment. 

Compensation to the amount of $2,000, 
000 was awarded in Oklahoma in 1922, 
and as reports of accidents are gradually 
increasing every day, Chairman Myers 
believes the amount shown by the 1923 
report, when completed, will reveal a ma- 
terial increase. The increase of casualties 
is explained by Mr. Myers by the increased 
number of industrial plants in the state, 
an improved inspection department and 
the fact that more industrial plants are 
being covered. Oklahoma is the only state 
in the union that has a woman acting as 
one of the industrial commissioners, it is 
said. Mrs. E. L. Roblin has served in this 
capacity for several years. 





Hildebrandt to Standard 


The Fidelity & Deposit is losing one 
of its most efficient and best known 
burglary insurance officials in the per- 
son of Gilbert Hildebrandt, who leaves 
to take charge of the burglary insurance 
department of the Standard Accident. 
Mr. Hildebrandt, who was assistant to 
Paul L. Wellener, vice-president in 
charge of the burglary department, had 
been with the company for many years 
and was one of its most trusted officials. 
John P. Hacker, adjuster in the claims 
department, also severed his connection 
with the F & D to become assistant 
manager of the burglary department of 
the Standard. 
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Established in year 1885 








GENERAL ACCIDENT 


THE PROGRESSIVE 
CASUALTY COMPANY 











Accident and Health 
Burglary 
Plate Glass 
| ‘Steam Boiler 
Automobile Liability 
Property Damage and Collision 
Elevator, ‘Teams, and Public 
Liability 
Workmen’s Compensation 


GENERAL ACCIDENT 


Fire and Life 


Assurance Corporation, Limited 
FREDERICK RICHARDSON, United States Manager 
General Building, Fourth and Walnut Streets 


| PHILADELPHIA 








Losses paid in the United States exceed $35,000,000 
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AMONG SURETY MEN 














BAN ON REBATING IN KANSAS 


Superintendent Baker Will Not Allow 
Same Company to Rewrite Bond 
Where Cut Rates Given 


TOPEKA, KAN. Oct. 30.—Superin- 
tendent Baker has issued a ruling to all 
@f the surety companies doing business 
in this state that they must take steps 
to stop rebating of surety premiums, For 
some time the department has been re- 
ceiving complaints that some agents of 
strety companies were rebating on the 
many surety bonds written on road im- 
provement, public building and official 
bonds. 

By the terms of the ruling announced 
this week the department will order can- 
celled the policies written when rebates 
were granted. And the same company 
will not be permitted to rewrite the pol- 
icy even though the agent can get the 
business at the proper rate for it. The 
order of the department follows: 


Several’ instances have been called to 
the attention of this department, during 
the last few months, in which surety and 
fidelity bonds have been written at a 
rate less than that shown in the manual. 
This department has made every possible 
effort to assist the companies and the 
Surety Underwriters Association of Kan- 
sas is doing away with the practice of 
rebating. It seems, however, that such 
practice cannot be dispensed with unless 
some drastic action be taken. You are 
hereby advised that whenever a surety 
or fidelity bond is written in this state 
at a rate less than that shown in the 
manual, this department will insist that 
that the bond be taken up and not be 
rewritten by the company who accepted 
it at the reduced rate even though the 
agent may be able to obtain the business 
at the proper rate, 

It is suggested that your agents be 
advised of this ruling. 





GET AFTER WAREHOUSE BOND 


Oklahoma Agents Are Securing Consid- 
erable Business from Licenses 
Granted to the Public Houses, 


Local agents in Oklahoma are inter- 
ested in the securing of bonds for pub- 
lic warehousemen as provided for in the 
law passed by the last legislature. The 
state is allowed to operate warehouses 
for the storage of grain, corn or cotton. 


It can license elevators, cotton com- 
presses, etc., to act as public storage 
houses. All public warehousemen must 


give a bond running to the state, guar- 
anteeing the safe return of grain or cot- 
ton stored when the warehouse receipt 
is presented. The state itself under the 
law is empowered to operate public 
warehouses but it is understood that it 
does not intend to take advantage of it 
but will license public warehouses in- 
stead. The Warehouse Commission 
fixes the amount of the bond. The min- 
imum is $5,000 and the premium rate is 
$10 per thousand. The Warehouse 
Commission is under the supervision of 
the Board of Agriculture. A number 
of agents are now soliciting these bonds. 


Wilder Made Surety Manager 

Moore, Case, Lyman & Hubbard of 
Chicago, who have the general agency 
of the Hartford Accident & Indemnity 
for general casualty lines, have been 
appointed general agents for the fidelity 
and surety department, having a direct 
reporting connection with the head of- 
fice. Frank S. Wilder has been appointed 
manager of the surety department of 
the firm. Mr. Wilder has had an exten- 
sive experience in the underwriting, 
legal and claim end of the business. He 
until recently was underwriter for the 
Chicago office of the National Surety. 





Moore, Case, Lyman & Hubbard is one 
of the oldest and largest agencies in 
Chicago. 





California Situation Not Settled 
Though several conferences between 
the surety men of northern and south- 
ern California have been held of late, 
it does not appear that the excess bro- 


kerage evil has been cured, constant 
complaint being heard from different 
companies over the loss of business 





taken by competitors at a higher bro- 
kerage rate than the governing rules 
allow. 





Settle Milwaukee Claim 

MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 30.—Patrick 
McManus, county treasurer of Milwaukee 
county, has received from the National 
Surety a check for $5,000, the amount of 
the bond given by Edwin B. Szczepan- 
owski, former deputy county auditor, who 
recently was imprisoned for embezzling 
$23,000 from the county. 











PERSONAL GLIMPSES OF CASUALTY MEN | 











Miss E. L. Everett, advertising and 
publicity director of the Federal Surety 
of Davenport, Ia., is one of the well 
known women in the advertising field 
who is destined to make a name for 
herself. Miss Everett is a member of 
the executive committee of the Insur- 


ance Advertising Conference. She at- 
tended its meeting in St. Louis last 


week and spoke. She is a graduate of 
the University of lowa and took the 
course there leading up to her specialty. 
Miss Everett is a woman of charming 
personality, very much interested in her 
work and is rendering excellent service 
to the Federal Surety. 


President Charles H. Holland of the 
Independence Indemnity of Philadel- 
rhia has been on a western trip for 
several days, visiting Chicago, Milwau- 
kee, Minneapolis, St. Paul, St. Louis, 
Cincinnati and other points. The west- 
ern plant of the Independence Indem- 
nity is an important factor in that or- 
ganization. Mr. Holland was accom- 
panied on the trip by Mrs. Holland. 

Stanley Norie-Miller, sub-manager of 
the General Accident at its home office, 
was in New York last week, accom- 
panied by Frederick Richardson, 
United States manager for the General. 
Mr. Norie-Miller is bound for Canada 
to visit the Canadian branch after which 





he will tour the western agencies of the 


company. 

Casualty Acturial & Statistical 
Society of America will hold a conven- 
tion in New York City the middle of 
November. Dr. W. A. Granville, edu- 
cational director of the United States 
National Life & Casualty of Chicago, 


The 


has accepted an invitation to give an 
= > ” 

address on “Insurance Education” at 

the afternoon session Nov. 16. Dr. 


Granville was recently elected a fellow 
of the society. 

Compilation of two handsome scrap 
books, each containing several hundred 
clippings of articles, sketches, essays 
and editorials pertaining to the late 
Morgan G. Bulkeley, published by news- 
papers and magazines in all parts of 
the United States at the time of his 
death, has just been completed by the 
Aetna Life. 

The volumes, which are 
every respect, each contain 150 pages 
of heavy deckled-edge stock, bound in 
deep red Morocco. The simple inscrip- 
tion, “Morgan G. Bulkeley, 1837-1922,” 
is lettered in gold on the "inant covers. 
One volume will be given to Mrs. Mor- 
gan G. Bulkeley, widow of the late presi- 
dent, and the other will remain in the 
permanent archives of the company. 

More than three months were devoted 


identical in 








in 1922. 


Casualty 
Insurance 











Keeping Up The Goo 


Freeman endorsement of the Maryland Casualty Company 
by the Industrial Commission of Wisconsin, shows that 
the Company is maintaining its record in 1923 that it made 


**A tabulation of the time elapsing between the date that disability began and the date that 
first payment was made in workmen’s compensation cases for the first half of 1923 shows that 
your company ranks first among the thirty-nine companies included. 


‘‘We are glad to note that you are keeping up your good record in speeding up payments.”’ 


Maryland Casualty Company 


BALTIMORE 





Maryland Assurance Corporation—Life Insurance 


d Work 


Surety 
Bonds 
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The Sign of Good Casualty Insurance 














Guarantee and Ke cident 
Company, Limited. 


Head Office U. S. Branch 


134 S. La Salle Street 
Chicago, IIl. 


F. W. LAWSON, General Manager 

C. M. BERGER, Deputy Manager 
The company of “super service” is not a name that has been “applied”’ 
to the London Guarantee and Accident. It is a name well earned in 
more than fifty years of close co-operation with its agents. 








Over 60 Years of Public Service 














Incorporated 1860 


UNITED 
FIREMEN’S INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


L—— => 


Home Office—100 William Street, New York City 


F. W. LAWSON, Chairman of the Board 


PERCIVAL BERESFORD, President 

GEO. R. PACKARD, Vice Pres. 

HERBERT W. ELLIS, Vice Pres. 

HOWARD TERHUNE, Secretary 

A. H. HELLRIEGEL, Treasurer 

FRANK J. GOODWIN, Assistant Secretary 


Over sixty years of public service faithfully performed have established 
the United Firemen’s as an institution of utmost dependability. An old 
reliable company writing Fire, Tornado and Automobile Insurance. 
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GLASS INSURANCE. 
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INSURANCE EXCHANGE, CHICAGO 
45 JOHN STREET, NEW YORK 


= 


——————— 


AUTOMOBILE, COMPENSATION, LIABILITY, 
ACCIDENT, BURGLARY AND PLATE 
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HE relation between the Continental Cas- 

ualty Company and its agents is perhaps 
more intimate and personal than is the rule, since 
the Company operates as a part of the agent’s 
organization rather than as a factor outside it. 


Capital & Surplus..............$ 2,500,000.00 
PROSOUTCOS occ cccccccccscccccce 10,226,053.74 
Liabilities 7,662,794.76 
Net Premium Income, 1922..... 11,467,961.86 


eee eeeeseeeeeeeeeeee 


All forms of Health and Acci- 
dent, Liability, Compensation, 
Burglary, Plate Glass and 
Surety bonds. 


Continental Casualty Company 


H. G. B. ALEXANDER, President 


General Offices: Chicago 


: Canadian Office: Toronto 
Write to Us 


The Continental Has Paid More Than $37,000,000.00 in Claims 























to assembling the clippings, and at least 
another month was required to identify 
the different articles and arrange the 
order in which they were to be placed. 
Peter Epes, general agent at New Or- 
leans for the Fidelity Mutual Life, was 
the recipient of a very handsome gold 
watch the rast week. It was the gift 
of President W. E. Small and the execu- 
tive staff of the Georgia Casualty, in 
appreciation of 14 years of loyal and ‘effi- 
cient service rendered that company by 
Mr. Epes. Mr. Epes held the position 
of superintendent of agents of the 
Georgia Casualty, resigning that posi- 
tion to become general agent for the 
Fidelity Mutual Life at New Orleans. 


Money Loss in Accidents 


From Automobiles Shown 


HE safety commission appointed 
T by Mayor Dever of Chicago to in- 

vestigate the automobile accident 
situation has brought in a report. It 
was headed by Alderman Frank J. Tom- 
ezack, who was formerly in charge of 
the claim department of the Zurich. He 
finds that there were 31,604 accidents in 
Chicago last year, resulting in money 
loss of $13,509,078. The commission says 
that this year the total loss will be even 
larger. The commission places the 
value of a human life at $3,000, although 
$5,000 is the usual figure employed. 
However, the commission averages, 
men, women and children. The com- 
mission adds that this is $600 less than 


is allowed under the Illinois workmen’s 
compensation law. 


Division of the Loss 
The total loss is divided as follows: 


3,619 accidental deaths at an 
average of $3,000 each...... $10,857,000 
10,510 serious bodily injuries at 
an average of $86 each..... 
17,475 minor bodily injuries at 
an average of $12 each...... 
Property damages at $162 each 
on 3,619 fatal accidents..... 
Property damages at $64 each 
on 10,510 serious accidents. . 
Property damages at $16 each 
on 17,475 accidents 


903,860 
209,700 
586,278 
672,640 


279,600 


GONE sivckivdiesasrecvcuesane $13,509,078 


Calls Figures Conservative 


The report says: “Those who have ex- 
perienced minor or serious accidents and 
have paid bills to doctors and hospitals, 
and bills for repairs and damages, be- 
sides their time and other expenses, will 
realize that the above averages are ex- 
tremely conservative.” 

The committee finds, they say, “that 
the majority of accidents were due to 
carelessness on the part of both motor- 
ists and pedestrians, speeding, inefficient 
lighting and marking through streets, 
failure of motorists to stop at boulevards, 
driving while intoxicated, playing in the 
streets and ‘hitching’ by children, faulty 
brakes and glaring headlights.” 

Ald. Tomezak calls attention to the 
spending of $6.092,546 for fire prevention 
on 16,877 reported fires with loss of $7,- 
611,140, and says that it is surely justifi- 
able to supply sufficient help for accli- 
dent prevention with 31,604 accidents 
costing $13,509,078. 


Milwaukee Traffic Accidents 


MILWAUKEE, WIS., Oct. 30—A survey 
made for the Milwaukee safety commis- 
sion, covering the first eight months of 
the present year, shows 3,467 traffic acci- 
dents in this period, as compared with 
1,942 during the corresponding period of 
1922. The increase is 78 percent. Fifty- 
two of these traffic accidents were fatal. 

The report includes data as to the time 
at which the majority of the accidents 
occurred, and shows that between 5 and 
6 p. m. is the most dangerous hour. The 
safest time of the day is 4 a. m., only six 
accidents having occurred at this hour 
during the period covered by the report. 

October is the month of most traffic 
accidents, according to the report, which 
in this case uses figures covering a two- 
year period. February and March are the 
two months during which the smallest 
number of accidents are reported. This 
is accounted for by the fact that fewer 
ears are in operation during these two 
months than during the rest of the year. 
Fifteen out of every 1,000 accidents are 
fatal, it is shown. 











Liability of Safe 


Deposit Companies 








HE New York “Commercial” re- 
"T centty printed a story regarding 

the liability of safe deposit com- 
panies for property of customers in 
safety deposit boxes. The story, giving 
some decisions, is as follows: 

“Many banks and safe deposit com- 
panies hesitate to insure their safe boxes 
fearing that such action would be an 
admission of diability on their part for 
the safety of the property of their cus- 
tomers placed in their keeping. The 
moral obligation is recognized, as evi- 
denced by the physical protection fur- 
nished in most cases, but this can fail. 

ae 

“Courts have held that the relation 
between a bank transacting a safe de- 
posit business and its lessees is that of 
bailee for hire, and among other things 
the bank is bound to use reasonable 
care in safeguarding the safe deposit 
boxes and their contents. As to reason- 
able care or negligence this is in most 
cases determined by a jury and the re- 
sult is usually recovery against the bank. 
According to a supreme court decision 
on safe deposit boxes, Ohio banks can- 
not stipulate against negligence. To 
fasten liability a depositor need only 
prove the fact of loss. Negligence will 
be presumed. 

* * 

“The trend of court decisions seems 
to favor the injured party, and every 
new decision seems to go a little further 
than the preceding decision, towards 
holding the bank liable for losses sus- 
tained by lessees of safe deposit boxes. 

“The recent verdict of $34,500 against 
the Security Trust & Deposit Co. of 
Chicago, returned by the jury before 
Superior Court Judge Walter Brewer 
in behalf of the German Hod Carriers’ 
Union, would seem to be of vital im- 
portance to all banks and safe deposit 
companies. The verdict holds the trust 
company responsible for all funds held 
in its vault on the night of Aug. 28, 
1921, when four robbers entered the 
building, overpowered the custodians 
and made away with cash, stock and 
bonds valued at $200,000. According to 
the plaintiff’s attorney, the verdict is the 
first one against the trust company, al- 
though almost a score of other suits 
brought by persons who lost money 
through robbery are now pending in 
the courts. 

x * * 

“Another case is that of Affholter vs. 
Merchants National Bank, Arkansas, 
215 S. W. Rep. 648. Affholter, at the 
invitation of the bank, left Liberty 
3onds for safe-keeping, the bank per- 
forming the services without charge. 
The bonds were placed in the safe, along 
with other bonds belonging to the bank 
and its officers. Burglars blew the safe 
and stole the bonds. There was a bur- 
glar-proof compartment inside the safe, 
but none of the bonds were placed in it. 
The court held that the failure to place 
the bonds inside the burglar-proof chest 
constituted negligence and held the bank 
liable, notwithstanding the fact that the 
bank and its officers lost their own 
bonds through the same burglary.” 


Announce Boston Appointments 


The Indemnity Insurance Company 
of North America announces the ap- 
pointment of D. W. Taylor as general 
agent and S. J. Carr as assistant gen- 
eral agent for Boston. Mr. Taylor has 
been for the past three years assistant 
to Thomas F. Cass, assistant secretary 
of the company, in charge of liability 
and compensation underwriting at the 
home office. Mr. Carr has had home 
office training with the North America 
and other companies and will look after 
fidelity and surety undertaking. C. 
Whipple will have charge of liability 
and compensation claims and the in- 
spection and safety engineering depart- 
ments will be in charge of Ernest L. 
aes long in the New England 
eld. 
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Through Our 


Casualty 
Reinsurance 
Service 

We are 
Exponents 

Of the oldest 
And fundamental 
Principle 

In Insurance— 
Distribution 
Of Risk. 


No load 


Is so heavy 


But that men enough 
Can lift it. 


Likewise with Risks. 
Problem: 


Pick the Reinsurer 
Who best co-operates; 
Make a Treaty 

And stay with it. 
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COURT ACTION PLANNED | 





TO TEST WISCONSIN RULING 


New Requirement Regarding Accident 
and Health Policies in That State 
Will Be Taken Into Court 





The new rule recently promulgated by 
Commissioner Smith of Wisconsin, 
which would require all accident and 
health companies operating in that state 
to issue entirely new forms of policies, 
will undoubtedly be tested in the courts. 
Company officials who attended the hear- 
ing at Madison last week are convinced 
that there is no hope of inducing the 
commissioner to modify his position in 
that respect. They are confident, how- 
ever, that his ruling will not be upheld 
by the courts and intend to get the mat- 
ter up for decision at an early date, 

The commissioner has been for sev- 
eral weeks past refusing to approve any 
new policy forms which do not conform 
with his requirements. The time limit 
set for changing over the policies now 
in use is March 1. It is quite probable 
that the matter may be brought to an is- 
sue by the presenting of a new policy 
form to the commissioner for approval 
and bringing mandamus proceedings to 
compel him to approve it, if it is rejected. 
It may be, however, that the companies 
will wait until the ruling as a whole is 
made final and then bring suit to enjoin 
its enforcement. 

Because of the fact that Commissioner 
Smith will very likely seek some action 
at the next session of the legislature to 
give more definite authority along this 
line, the composition of that body will 
be watched with great, interest. 


MUCH INTEREST IN EAST 
NEW YORK, Oct. 31.—Casualty 


company officials of the east are not a 
little interested in the recent meeting 
had in the office of the Wisconsin insur- 
ance department, concerning present 
health and accident policy forms and 
are speculating as to its final outcome. 
The Wisconsin department for some 
time past has had“peculiar views as to 
how the business should be written. Un- 
derwriters have had more than one 
scrap with its representatives over con- 
tract forms. One of the department of- 
ficials while on a visit to this city, de- 
clared his unwillingness to permit cover- 
age for partial disability, asserting that 
claims for indemnity of that nature could 
be arranged for in the proof of loss, It 
was made very clear to him that no 
court in the land would construe a loss 
proof as being part of the insuring con- 
tract, and that if protection were to be 
accorded an assured it must be expressly 
stipulated in the policy form. This is 
but an example of the difficulties the 
company executives have experienced in 
Wisconsin and explains the irritation 
they feel over the rulings of the Wis- 
ccnsin department. 


Takes Action in Missouri 


NEW YORK, N. Y. Oct. 31.—The 
Royal Indemnity is withdrawing from 
Missouri, as far as liability lines go, on 
account of the experience in that state. 
In Missouri there is no compensation 
law and employers are open to myriads 
of liability suits. Every scratch of the 
finger is the basis of some kind of a 
damage suit. Conditions are such that 
the Royal Indemnity has decided that it 
is not worth while to continue to write 
liability in Missouri. 


Indemnity of N. A. Shows Growth 


Great progress in its brief existence of 
four years is shown by the Indemnity of 
North America in its financial statement 
as of Sept. 30. This young company now 
has total assets of $8,396,270, $2,389,409 
of which set aside as reserve for 
losses and claims, $3,300,905 as reserve 
for unearned premium and $499,027 as 
reserve for commissions, taxes and ex- 
penses. The net surplus beyond all lia- 


1S 


bilities is $1,206,838, which makes a total 





surplus to policyholders of $2,206,838, in- 
cluding the $1,000,000 capital. Four 
years ago the company had total assets 
of $2,080,237. The premium income has 
increased from $113,178 four years ago 
to $6,999,532 in the year ending Sept. 30. 


Hulse with Metropolitan 


Harry H. Hulse has been appointed 
superintendent of the burglary depart- 
ment of the Metropolitan Casualty in 
its New York city office. He has been 
associated with the Royal Indemnty 
practically since it began business. 


Cloverleaf Buys American Bankers 


Control of the American Bankers of 
Chicago was purchased this week by of- 
ficers and directors of the Cloverleaf 
Life & Casualty of Jacksonville, Ill. F. 
H. Rowe, president of the Cloverleaf, 
was elected president of the American 
Bankers. The other Cloverleaf officers 
will serve in an official capacity with 
the life company. This deal is the cul- 


mination of eight months of negotia- 
tions. For the present the American 


Bankers will continue in Chicago and 
along its present program. 


Lyman Joins Central West 


Thomas J. Lyman has been appointed 
manager of the compensation and lia- 
bility department of the Central West 


Casualty of Detroit. Mr. Lyman has 
been in the casualty insurance field 
nearly 20 years, prior to that being con- 


struction and operating engineer 
Chicago Railways Company for ten 
years. He first joined the Hartford 
Steam Boiler, leaving there to join the 
Travelers as general inspector. He went 
from the Travelers to the Zurich as in- 
spector and in 1915 was commercial 
agent and superintendent of the inspec- 
tion department. In 1917 he was ap- 
pointed chief engineer and in 1920 was 
made superintendent of the underwriting 
department. For the past two years = 
Lyman has been manager of the cas- 
ualty department of the Michigan a 
surance Agency at Detroit, general 
agent for the Columbia Casualty. 


for the 


Kennedy Leaves General Accident 
Thomas P. Kennedy 
manager of the 
of the General 


has resigned as 
Philadelphia branch office 
Accident. Mr. Kennedy 
has been the Philadelphia manager for 
about three years, prior to that! being in 
the service during the war and for some- 
time manager of the company’s Pacific 
Coast branch. He was originally in the 
service of the Aetna in Pacific Coast ter- 
ritory. 





Casualty Club Opened Season 


The fall dinner of the Casualty and 
Surety Club of New York, held last 
Thursday evening, was a great round-up 
of casualty and surety representatives 
and executives, over 400 being present. 
Thomas B. Donaldson, former commis- 
sioner of Pennsylvania and president of 
the Pennsylvania Federation, was one of 
the speakers of the evening, giving a 
graphic description of the advisory board 
system in his state and its ability to deal 
with agency problems. Dr. John A, Har- 
ris, deputy police commissioner of New 
York, also addressed the club, outlining 
the problems of traffic regulation in New 
York City, both as to its needs and the 
methods employed. 





Confer With Iowa Agents 


W. D. Clark, superintendent of the 
burglary department of the Fidelity & 
Casualty, and J. H. Belden, resident man- 
ager for the company at St. Louis, held 
a conference in Des Moines Monday with 
their leading Iowa agents. 


Hold Taxicabs Public Utilities 


In a decision just handed down by the 
Ohio supreme court, taxicabs are held to 
be public utilities and their owners are 
held responsible for acts committed by 
their employes on any trip made in a 
company’s car. 


Goes to Home Office 


W. T. MacDonald, who has been in 
charge of the Illinois service branch’ of 
the Republic Casualty at Chicago, has 
been called to the home office in Pitt's- 
burgh as assistant to the president. He 





has been in Chicago for the last few 
years. He recently organized the Re- 
public Agency in Chicago, composed of 
a number of brokers who are associated 
as general agents of the Republic. 


Son Gets Judgment Against Father 


Judgment for $12,500 was rendered last 
week against A. M. Drew of Fresno county, 
Cal., a policyholder in the United States 
Casualty, in the liability claim brought 
against him by his son, as a result of an 
automobile accident last December. The 
son’s wife was killed and the father was 
charged with negligence. The United 
States Casualty carried a $5,000-$10,000 
policy on the automobile. The case has 
been appealed to the supreme court. 








Celebrate Founding of Company 


The first anniversary of the establish- 
ment of the Metropolitan Casualty Under- 
writers of Independence, Mo., was cele- 
brated last week, with a dinner at which 
the 50 were present. In addition to talks 
by the officers of the company, addresses 





were given by Ira Crook, president of the 
Lincoln Liberty Life, John W. Rushton 
and T. W. Williams, both of California, 


Gibbons Made Superintendent 


Richard J, Gibbons, for 16 years with 
the Metropolitan Casualty, has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of the plate glass 
department in the New York City office 
of the company. Mr. Gibbons has as- 
sisted Secretary S. W. Burton for the 
past 11 years in handling the local plate 
glass business. 





To Study Occupational Diseases 


TRENTON, N. J., Oct. 29.—Prepared to 
make a study of compensation for work- 
men contracting occupational diseases, 
a joint committee named by Governor 
Silzer and the state legislature was or- 
ganized last week, with Assemblyman 
Henry R. Hirschfield of Pompton Lakes 
as chairman. Public hearings will be 
held at Trenton, Paterson, Newark, Jer- 
sey City, Perth Amboy, Millville and 
Camden, 





F bdelity aad | Surety Bonds 
of every Character and 
Description | 


Prompt Service Intelligently Rendered 
Desirable Agency Territory Available 


} 
CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED | 


Detroit Fidelity and Surety Company 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 














pared to handle: 








We have valuable territory 
open in Ohio and are pre- 


Automobile Liability, Prop- 
erty Damage and Collision; 


Public Liability; 

Burglary; 

Plate Glass; 

Accident and Health; 
Fidelity and Surety Bonds. 


FEDERAL SURETY COMPANY 


Home Office: Davenport, lowa 


W. L. TAYLOR, Vice President and General Manager 
































Ohe 
United States Casualty Company 


is 28 years old; 

has assets of $8,296,241.50; 

liabilities of $7,295,349.78; 

reserves of $6,295,349.78; 

a capital of $1,000,000.00; 

a surplus to policyholders of $2,000,891.72. 


IT HAS PAID FOR CLAIMS OVER TWENTY-EIGHT MILLION DOLLARS 


It writes Compensation (including the so-called ‘‘Prohibited Risks’’), Employers’ Liability, Public Lia- 
bility, Automobile Liability (including those used for carrying passengers), Property Damage, Collision 
Hazard, Personal Accident, Health, Plate Glass and Burglary Insurance. 


Would you like to have it in your office? 


Edson S. Lott, President, 
80 Maiden Lane, New York. 


It will be too late to write after someone else gets the agency. Why wait? 
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